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NOTE. 


A LIST of objects of antiquarian interest in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, compiled from official records and other sources, was 
printed in 1879. Since that time measures have been taken for the conservation of a few of the most important monuments, and additional information 
has been collected with respect to others, of which some have not hitherto been described. To embody this information in a convenient form, and to 
correct, as far as possible, inaccuracies in the original list, this second edition is now printed. 

The list has been prepared by the Public Works Department of the Government with the assistance of Mr. J. D. Beglar, who has recently been 
appointed to be Archaeological Surveyor in Bengal. This assistance was, however, for the most part given before Mr. Beglar was appointed to fill this 
position, and it is hoped that the new arrangements now in force under his supervision will result in a further increase in the information available with 
respect to archaeological remains. The tabular form in which the list is prepared is that prescribed by the Government of India in the Home Department 
[Resolution No. 3—168 — 83 of 28th November 1883], and an attempt has been made to classify the various remains with regard to their conservation 
in the future. It is, however, probable that the classification will have to undergo extensive modification with a view to bringing the proposals for con- 
servation within a compass in which they can be considered with practical results; and this will be done from time to time as more detailed information 
is obtained with regai d to the relative importance of each building. The form adopted, although in other respects convenient, renders the list unnecessa- 
rily bulky, and when it is next revised a more compact arrangement will be made. 


The materials from which the lists have been made were furnished by district officers, in many cases from information received from subordinate 
officers, and their value accordingly varies widely. For the present, however, until some examination of the buildings is made by the Archaeological 
Survey Department, the descriptions furnished by the district returns must be retained, only obvious and glaring errors being corrected. 


As the progress of archmological research discloses new objects of interest, they will be noted for insertion in a succeeding edition. 
It is requested that any omissions or inaccuracies which may be observed in the present list may be brought to the notice of the Archmological 
Surveyor, who will report them to the Government for consideration when a fresh edition is under preparation. 


January 1887 


W. B. B. 




LIST OF OBJECTS OF ANTIQUAKIAFT INTEREST 


IN THE 

PROVINCES UNDER THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

^ 

DI^V^ISIOIST. 


i 

Number. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of 
object, 

Any loc.-)! history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whethbe restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

CloBS. ' Remarhs. 







I j 


Whether pho- 
tf> graphs, 
plans, or draw, 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Reuabes. 


Bankurah , 


Bishanptir 


Fort and gates, 
temples. 


Ditto 


j The Has Alan- 
i cha. 


The Bishanpur temples are the chief exist- 
ing ancient buildings in this district They 
stand among the remains of an ancient fort 
of considerable extent, the circumscribing 
ramparts of which are still visible with cne 
handsome gateway. The temples are built 
of brick, or rather with plaques of bricks or 
tile work, and are covered with the most 
curious sculpture. The history of these 
objects, however, is known only in so far as 
given in the inscriptions on them. 


Of the temples, one must be classed in class ia, 
one in class if*, and one in class iicr, 
viz : — 


This temple is absolutely unique in style and 
architecture, not only in Bengal, but in India. 
Of the minor brick-buildings in the Bardwan 
Circle, this is most worth preservation. 


of trees on the 
walls. There 
is no way of 
eradicating the 
trees, except hy 
breaking open 
the masonry. 


la 


Yes 


No 


The 

The gateway is 

iii 

No 

,. , No 

owners 

in a fair state 



1 

are the 

of preservation. 




Bishan- 

piir 

Rajas. 

The temples are 
in fair repair, 
but are threat- 



I i 

i 

i 

1 

ened with ruin 
from the growth 



1 




N umter. 
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BARDWAN DIVISION — continued. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


3 Baiikurah... 


The Malleswar 
temple. 


The finest of the numerous temples here which 
are typical of a particular age and style. 
It is the temple of Bishanpur, and has long 
been regarded as the oldest in Bishanpur. 
It is said, on the strength of the inscription 
it hears to date back to near the beginning of 
the Malla era. | 


4 Ditto 


The “ Jor Ban- This temple is a curious and unique specimen 
gla” temple. of its kind, and deserves preservation. | 


5 Ditto ... Ohhiupur ... Temple .. The only laterite temple in nearly perfect 

order. 


6 Ditto 


Bahuldra 


Temple* ... This, as the finest brick temple in Lower 
Bengal, should be conserved. It is of 
brick plastered ; the ornamentation is care- 
fully cut in the brick, and the plaster 
made to correspond to it. There are, how- 
ever, ornaments on the plaster alone, but 
none inconsistent with the brick ornamenta- 
tion below. 


Sonalapan . . Temple ... The oldest temple undoubtedly in the Bardwan 

Division, and both architecturally and artisti- 
cally well deserving of permanent preserva- 
tion after thorough repair. It is a tall temple, 
solidly built of bricks, each measuring 
12" X 8^". Tliirty -three courses of bricks with 
I the interposed mud cement make up 7 feet j 
of height. The temple is remarkably sohd, : 
the dimensions of the sanctum inside being I 
only 12 feet square. The temple was 
covered with plaster, and richly and profusely 
ornamented. The plaster has, however, come j 
olf in most parts. 




BARDWAN continued. 



Distiict. 

Locality. 

Name of 

Any local history or tradition regirding it. 

i 

! 

Custody or 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS DE.SIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

j Wlietherpho- 
1 tographs, 
'pltms, or draw 

1 

Kem.vbks. 

Number. 

olijeet. 

pieseiit use 

preserv.itiou. 

Class 

Remarks 

ings of the 
builuiug 
exist. 

8 

Bankurali ... 

Ekteswar 

Temple 

The temple is remarkable in its way. The 
mouldings of the basement <nre very bold 
and fine, though quite plain. The temple was 
built of laterite, but has had sandstone and 
brick additions made to it. There are traces 
of three different restorations or repairs. The 
first was a restoration of the upper portion, 
which had apparently fallen down. In the res- 
toration, the outline of the tower and general 
appearance of the temple, before its dila- 
pidation, appears to have been entirely ignored, 
and a new design adopted. After this, 
repairs on a small scale were carried out, of 
which traces are to be seen in various patchy 
portions of brick and mortar; lastly, a series 
of brick arches were added in front of the 
temple. 


Kept up by the 
Pujaiis. 

V) 

Preservation is 
desirable. 

No 

1 

9 

Ditto 

Dhardpat 

Temples 

Inscribed, but not of much interest 



iii 

No 

No 

• • • ••• 

)0 

Ditto 

NatuDgrdm 

Fort and 

mounds. 

Never been examined 




iii 

No 

No 

Exploration 

needed. 

11 

Ditto 

Karasur Garh ... 

Fort and 

mounds. 

Never been examined, but ascribed to the Asuras 
who ruled Bengal before advent of the Aryans. 



iii 

No 

No 

Ditto. 

12 

Ditto 

Kishan Garh .. 

Fort and temple 

Never been examined 




iii 

No 

No 

Ditto, 

13 

Ditto 

Asurgarh 

Ruined fort ... 

There are ruins of a fort and of temples 



iii 

No 

No 

Ditto. 

14 

1 

Ditto 

Shamsundar Garh 

Fort 

There are ruins of a fort and of temples 



iii 

No 

No 

Ditto. 

15 

Ditto 

Chatna 

Temples 

The principal remains consist of some temples 
and ruins within a brick euclorure. 

The temple is ascribed to Hariuira Uttara Raja, 
and the legend about it is that Vasuli Devi 
one night appeared in a dream to the Raja, 
and said — “Behold certain cartmen and 
mahajans are passing through your territory, 
and are at this moment under a particular 
tree ; they have with them a stone in which 
I have taken up my abode ; take it and set 


The brick enclo- 
sure and the 
brick temples 
that existed 

have long be- 
come mere 

mounds, while 
the laterite tem- 
ples still stand. 

iii 

No 

No 

Ditto. 

1 

1 



Numhor. 


4 


BARD WAN DIVISION— 



Locality. 


Name of 
ohifct. 


16 Bankiirah.. ' Xarayanpxir ... Temples 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


17 Bardwan 


Bardwan 


it up to be worshipped, for I am pleased with 
you, aud will remain with you.” The Kaja 
accordingly sent men and stopped the niaha- 
jaus and cartmen, and seized the stone in 
payment of grountl rent for the ground they 
had occupied during the night ; he then set 
it up in the temple which we now see. 

The temple.s of laterite are not worth special 
notice, there being nothing remarkable about 
them. 


Tomb 

Bahram. 


of 


; This is one of the most important of tlie ancient j 
i archmological remains in the Distri'-t, and its 
origin is traced by tradition as far back .as 
the reign of the Emperor Akbar, about dnO 
years ago. It was erected in honor of a 
Muhammadan poet named Bahram Sakka 
(water-carrier). Shere Afkan, the Governor 
of Bard wan, and first husband of Xur 
Mahal, afterwards called Nur Jahan, is said 
to be buried here. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


W'HETHEr. EFSTOE-CTIOy 
Is DLSIl! SBl E AND 
I'UsMBLE. 


Class, 


r.emarks. 


WTietlier plto- 1 
toftraplis, I 
plans, or draw, | 
inirs ot the j 
building 
exi.-t. ! 


P.EMARKS. 


Ill 


' No 


No 


Deserve explora- [ 
tion. 1 


i 


Fair st.ate of pre- iiu Yes 
servation. : 


Photograph Important, 
exists. 


18 Ditto 


19 I Ditto 


Bithurgurh ' A tomb 

Garb Mandaran, , 
ill th.ana Gnghat, ! 
sub-division 
J ehanabad. 


In this place, which is the site of a mud fortre.«s 
of by-gone times, there is a hrick-hudt tomb, 
supposed to contain the relics of Bhah Ismail 
Gliazi Ghani Lashkar, a Muhamni.adan iSaint 
held ill great veneration by the Muli.ammadau 
residents cf the place. There is likewise a 
stone-lined entrance leading into the fortress. 


Sanhandee, in A brick-built ! Supposed to have formed the cnfr.anco of .some 
th.ana Goghat, ; arch. i hnu-se, of wliich there are no remains at 


sub-divi.sion 

Jehanabad. 


pre.seut. 


The relics are mere iii No 
ruins, aud have 
no claims to 
either architec- 
tural beauty or 
historical im- 
portance. 


The an-h has some iii No 
inscriptions in 
iVr-ian, whicli 
are worn out by 
age and are be- 
eo'miiig nearly 
ille-dbie. 


N< 


The insci-iption 
should be copied 
and sent to the 
Governm ent 
Epigraphist, 



BA HT) VYAX DIVISION— 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name ‘‘f 

Any local bistrry or tiadition regarding it. 

Cnstody or 

Prcfsent et.atp of 

Wbfthfr restor.ntion 

J5 Dhsn.MM.K AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether j>ho- 
togntplif*, 
plans, or diaw- 

Remarks. 

Number. 

object. 

ptCSCMlt Utitt. 

preservation. 

Cla-sf. 

Eemarks. 

ings of the 
building 
exis*^. 

20 

Baidwau .. 

Mayapur, thana 
Jehanabad. 

A mosque 

The site of a mosque, which, according to 
local tradition, was built of stone. 


Nothing remains 
except a few 
bhicks of com- 
mon granite. 

iii 

No 

*No 



21 

Ditto 

Masjidpur, near 
Kiety, iu tliaiia 
Kayiiah, sub- 
division J eba- 
nabad. 

Ditto 

A stone-built mosque 



In ruins 

iii 

No 

No 


22 

Ditto 

Itajarmardighi. 
thana E-aynah. 
sub-division 

J ehanabad. 

Idgah 

The site of a brick-built idgah ... 



Much of the idgah 
luis hc'cii demo- 
lished by age. 

iii 

No 

No 


23 

• 

Ditto 

Lokepur, thana 
Ivotalpore, sub- 
division Jeha- 
nabad, 

Mosque 

An old stone-built mosque standing by the 
side of a tank. 


Out of repair ... 

iia 

Yes 

No 

• •• ••• 

24 

Ditto 

Jvulna 

Majlis Salieb’s 
mosque. 

A large mosque, built of stone and supported 
by stone pillars. There is aLo a tomb of 
Majlis Saheb, built of brick. 


In ruins ... 

lia 

Yes 

No 


25 

Ditto 

Village Bhalki, 
thana A iis- 

gram, sub-divi- 
sion Bud-Bud. 

A tomb 

A remnant of an ancient tomb, with 
two round stone pillnrs, which are still in 
existence to about four feet above ground 
level. 




iii 

No 

No 

Tins ncf d.s careful 
exarniiiationand 
excaiatioii. 

26 

j 

} 

Ditto ••• 

Village Kasba. 
thana Bud-Bud. 

A collection of 
heaj^is. 

Each heap is about 120 feet in height and 
00 feet in breadth. At the top tiiere are 
some stones and bricks, but it is not known 
whether there is masonry or brick-work in- 
side. '1 he chief mound is known as fchatali 
Barbat. 

: 


iii 

i 

No 

No 

Thc.so need exca- j 
vutiou. j 

t 

i 

i 

i 

27 

Ditto 

Barakar 

Four temples 

The.?e four ancient temples, besides being 
beautiful objects iu theuiselve.«, are easily 
aece.-sible, and iiave been selected as tyjdcal 
exaiijjiles of a style of architecture whiidi 
spreads fur to the we.'t and south over the 
Kanchi Circle aud in Katak. 

: 

j 

The towers at 
least of these 
four temples art* 
ill entire pre- 
servation. 

ia 

Yes 

No 




N umber. 


6 


BARD WAN DIVISION — continued. 


District. 


( 


! 


) 

1 

I 


Locality. 

Name of i 

object. 

Any IochI lii&tory or tradition regarding it. 

1 

Custody or ( 
present use. j 

! 

Present state of i 

preset vati m. j 

i 

1 

Whetheu r.ESToa.iTiox 

IS desirable axd 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw-[ 
i ings of the j 
building j 
exist. i 

j 

Ee.vaeks. ! 

1 

i 

1 

Class. 

Pemarks. 

i 

1 


i 

Temples Nos. 1. and 2 are precisely like each 
other. As they stand at present, they consist 
of a simple cell each, surmounted by a tower 
roof, hut there are traces of a Mahamandapa 
in frent of which all hut the foundations 
have disappeared. So far as can now he j 
' ascertained, each temple consisted of a cell wath i 

1 

j 

1 ! 1 

i 
! 

i 

' i 

i 


! its doorway ; an antarala, formed in the thick- ' ' 

uess of the back wall of the Mahamandapa ; | 
and a Mahamandapa, about 13| feet square. 

One of the temples is inscribed. The record 
is engraved on the right jamb of the entrance 
! or doorway of the sanctum. It is in two 
distinct pieces — one of lines, the other of ; 

I 21 lines, both in a variety of the Bengali I 

j character. From the style of the characters, i 

! the temples do not appear to date to beyond ; 

I the Muhammadan conquest, or at the earliest, ! 

to just before. The inscriptions are not! i 

dated. One of them mentions the erection i 

of the temple by one Harischandra (Raja?)' j I 

for his beloved ; but wdio Harischandra was, | ! 

or when he built the temples, is not men- I ■ 

tioned. The temples are particularly inter- ! 

esting, as being the finest known examples ' 

of their type. ■ 

Temple No. 3 stands by itself. It, like Nos. 1 I 
and 2, consists at present of a single cell, j 
; but, unlike them, it cloes not appear to have 
i ever had a Mahamandajra in front, as the ■ 
i mouldings are carried round to the very en- ; 

; trance of the sanctum. Unlike them, too, ! 
j it does not face east, but due west. In other ! 

I particulars it is similar to them. I 

Close to this temple, and facing it, stands | 
temple No. 4. It is now inclosed, or par- | 
tially so, within a courtyard ; but tlie 
walls of the inclosure are evidently later 
additions, as they cover up the mouldings | 
of the teniple outside on the sides. Divested 
of this avail, the temple consists of a cell and 
antarala or vestibule. It does not appear i 
to have ever had a Mahamandapa in front. ; 

Externally the tower differs cimsidei ably from , 
those of the other temples here, and though ■ 
in bad order, surpasses them in beauty and , 


I 



Number. 


BAB-DWAN DIVISION — continued. 
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Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE 

Cl SS 

Remarks. 


District. 


Locality 


Xame of 
object. 


Any local history or tradition re^ardin^ it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


28 


29 


Bardwan 


Barakar 


Ditto 


Deylstkan, 

Barakar, 

division 

ganj' 


near 

sub- 

Eani- 


Temple 


Temple 


30 Birbbura 


Dubrajpnr rocks 
in the Hetam- 
pur estate. 


Temples, mas- 
jid, forts. 


richness. The sculptured details are however 
not so profuse or minute. This temple can- 
not he classed with the others. In design and 
execution it is essentially different, though 
the same in material ; and if style alone be 
taken as a criterion of age, it should be 
much older than them. 

This is the basement of an old temple of much 
interest and of a peculiar and rare arrauge- 
meut of parts. 


These are temples of no great date but curious. 

Tradition says that a Rohni Deoghar Brahman 
once saw a jewelled arm rise out of the 
waters in the adjacent n alia ; he went and 
informed Eaja Kalyana Siuha of Kasipur, 
Pachet, who came himself to see, and saw 
the prodigy. At night the goddess herself 
appeared to him in a dream, and pointing to an 
irregular stone, somewhat like a rude argha, 
said — “ This is ray murtti, worship it.” The 
Raja accoidingly caused the temple to be 
erected, and the stone having been duly 
inscribed, was installed in the temple. As 
the Rajas of Pachet did not reside at Kasi- 
pur till compartively very recent times, the , 
temples cannot be old. j 

There are no buildings or ruins of any great 
antiquity in this district. There are, how- 
ever, some temples among the Dubrajpur 
rocks in the Hetampur estate, and the 
following is a traditionary account of their 
origin : — When Earn Chandra, the hero of 
the Eamayan, was about to attack Eavana, 
King of Ceylon, he found it necessary to 
throw a bridge across the straits for the con- 
veyance of his troops. He accordingly drove 
in his aerial chariot to the Himalayas, picked 
up what stones he needed, and drove back. 
As he was passing Dubrajpur, his horses 
took frighr. and tilted up the chariot a 
little, so that some of the stones fell out. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether pho- 
tograplis. 
plans, or draw* 
iniis of the 
building 
exist. 


Kem.\rks. 


Only the base- 
ment and some 
sculptures now 
exist, but these 
are well worthy 
of preservation. 


Yes 


111 


No 


No 


No 


111 


No 


No 


Exploration 

necessary. 



BARDWAN DIVISION— 


Name of 
object. 


Any local history or ttndition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Pj esent state of 
preserv.ition. 


Whethkr restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


jClass. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho 
tographs, 
olans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
I exist. 


Remarks 


Thore is another legend in connection 
■with these rooks, to the effect that they were 
collecti^d by Visva Karmma, the artificer of the 
gods, to erect in one night a second Kasi, or 
Benares, at the command of the god Siva. 
When, after having made the collection, he was 
about to commence the work, the day* dawned, 
and he was obliged to vanish, not choosing 
to expose himself to the gaze of the public. 
On the top of the highest rock, contiguous 
to the existing temple, Siva was believed to 
have dwelt, and the people used to worship 
him at its foot. A natural division existed 
between the top and the main rock, and, on 
the occasion of a -violent storm, the former 
tumbled down, crushing a priest to death. 
The people ascribed tlie accident to a desire 
on the part of Siva to have a temple built for 
him, and so one Sankar Raj, of Duhrajpnr, 
erected the temple over the fallen rock, which 
is still believed to he the image of Siva, and 
is regularly worshipped. There is another 
building in front of the temple, which was i 
erected about 33 years ago by one Kena Ham 
Datta, of Dubrajpur. It is said that the 
man’s wife havinir proved barren, he offered to 
raise a temple for Siva in case he was blessed 
with a sou. His wish was granted, and he ! 
fulfilled his vow by erecting a temple in front i 
of the former one. 

These two legends relate to the rocks as a I 
group : there are also anecdotes connected 
with some (d the separate rocks. There are 
two temples. The older one, which stands at 
the hack of the other, contains a large stone, 
which is worshipped as Siva, and which is 
enclosed by four walls built close up to it. 
Behind this temple is a boulder, not very 
wide, but high, with its sides almost perpen- I 
dicular. The boulder was originally wor- j 
shipped as Siva, the presiding deity of the ; 
rocks. It happened that the priest, who had j 
grown too old and infirm to ascend it for the 
purpose of daily ■worship, was one night 
visited by Siva in a dream, and was told — j 
‘‘ You need not trouble yourself any more to | 



Numner, 


BARDWAN DIVlSIOX — continued. 


9 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
object. 


.31 


3‘.» 


Birbhum ... 


llugli 


Nagor 


Temples 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Cu«tody or 
preSetit use. 


Ditto ... 1 J’anduah 


Minarah at 
Pamluah. 


get up the hill to worship me ; my head will 
tumble down on the plain, and you can 
worship it there.” The priest, on awaking 
from his sleep, went towards the rock ami 
found that the top liad actually fallen broken 
and was lying oti the ground. He then built 
walls round the broken fragment, and there- 
after worshipped it as Siva. A little to the east 
of this temple there is a hollow place on the 
top of one of the boulders. People say that 
it never gets dry, but contains water all the 
year round Sira (wife of Ram Chandra 
once washed her head in it, and since then 
the water has been considered sacred. Close 
by is a place where she is said to have sat 
down. One of the wheels of her aerial 
chariot also left its mark on a boulder. Another 
boulder has a long line run across its surface, 
as if a narrow stream of wat<»r liad passed 
over it. Tradition says that it was caused 
by Havana while answering a call of nature. 
There are two rocks, called mother and sister. 
The former is rather flat, and the other, 
shaped like an inverted cone, is beautifully 
balanced on it. Besides the remains in the 
immediate viciuity of Duhrajpur, there are 
several other temples, masjids, and a fort 


within a 
kuown. 


few miles, of which nothing is 


Numerous hot springs and temples here attract 
pilgrims from great distances, the chief object 
of worship being a symbol of Siva said to 
have been set up by Yakra Muni, and there- 
fore known as Yakeswar or Bakeswar. 

The principal architectural remains in the 
Hugly district comprise the Panduah 
tower and the Triveni temples. 

At the close of the 13th century Shah Sufi, a 
Musulman Saint, who.se mother was sister to 
the Emperor Firoz Shah, II, who died in 1296 
A.D., lived at Pauduah. At that time the 
Hindu Pandu Haja ruled over the district, 
and lived at Mahanath (now Mahanad}, net 
far off. Being oppressed by the Kaja, 


Present state of 
presorvation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


llEMARRS. 


Ill 


I’his partly fell I iiS 
ill the last earth- j 
quake. 


No 


No 


Preservation jqo 
desirable. 



Suml'cr. 
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BARDWAN DIVISION — continued. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of olgect. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use 


33 Huoli ... ! TiiTeni 


Shah Sufi, fled to his uncle at Delhi, obtained 
assistance, and with a large army and two 
men of renown, Zafar Khan Ghazi and 
Bahratn Sakka, overthrew the Haja. The 
I old temple of Pandua was then destroyed, 
j and one of the present mosques built with 
I its remains, fl'he larger tower was used as a 
minarah or minaret for call to prayer, and 
every Hindu was diiven out of the town. 

A vault in Pandua, iu which Sufi was 

himied, still exists. 

This story does not give the date of the erec- 
tion of the tow'er, but of its use as a mazinah. 
Mr Blochmann, of the Asiatic Society, was of 
opinion that the tow'er resembles in structure 
j the well-known Kutab Miuar near Delhi. 

'J'lie Ghazi Dar ' With regard to the Triveni structure, it is uni- 

, - . 11^ i -I i J . • j.1. - -K • 


gah andilas 

fid. 


versally reported to contain the shrine of 
Zafar Klian Ghazi, who assisted Shah Sufi 
against the Fandua Kaja; but this fact 
proves little as regards the actual date of the 
building. 

The building at Triveni is oblong, containing 
two nearly square chambers, each about 30 
feet in length and breadth. Its greatest 
length is from east to west. It is construct- 
ed of massive stones, some basalt, brought 
probably from the Rajmahal Hills. 'Ihe 
basalt iu the Pandua masques is said by Dr. 
Stoliczka to be the same as that in the Itaj- 
mahal Hills. Other parts are budt of pud- 
stone, and others appear to resemble the indu- 
rated chlorite brought from the Balasor Hills 
fur the finer work of the Orissa temples. The 
design of the building externally is simple 
and symmetrical. A doortvay or window 
occupies the centre of the side of each square, 
flanked by a shallow recess with au ogee 
canopy, i he greater part of the wall surface 
is quite pLiin. 

The tombs of Zafar Khan Ghazi and his family 
ajipear to be modem, with stones of the age 
of tlie firrt Muhammadan constructions, built 
into the newer pjortious, and the construction 
of the present buildings must date from the 
time of Zafar Khan Ghazi (about 1300 A.D.). 


Presfnfc st:»te of 
pieservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


iClass. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks 


The masjid is in 
lair order, and i 
only needs re- 
pair to the 
domes external- 
ly, and to the j 
floor internally. 
One room of thel 
Dargahis roof- 
less and repairs 
to tlie floors, &c..; 
are needed. 


iii 


Preservation 

desirable. 


No 


Number, 


BARDWAN DIVISION— 


District, 


Locality. 


Xame of 
object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
pu'seui use. 


Present sfat** of 
preservation. 


WHETHFi;R RFSTORATION 
IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Remark?. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans,-or draw- 
inirs of the 
building 
exist. 


Rkmaeks. 


31 I Hus:]i 


Tarkeswar 


Temple 


35 i Oitto .. ’ Hyatpur 


Tower 


3G Ditto Bail del 

! i 

' _ I 

! 37 , Ditto ... CMasurak 

i 

I I 

i 38 ' Ditto ... i Bliastara 


Church 


Church 


There is no douht that many of the materials are 
of Hindu workmanship, as numerous stones. ; 
especially those which form the lintels and 
posts of the doorways, are covered with un- ' 
mistakable carvings. Where these had repre- 1 
sented living creatures, they have, ai a rule, ! 
been almost defaced. The snakes, which ' 
twine up the door posts, are suggestive of 
those in the same position on the Black 
Pagoda, or temple of the sun, at Kanarak in 
Orissa. j 

I 

This temple is a famous place of pilgrimage. > 


Kept in good ib Pieservation 
order by the | desirab e. 
il ahant. ' i 


'I’liere is said to he an old tower near Hyat- 
pur on the Darikeswar (Dalkisur) river, a 
little above its junction with the Damudar, 
which it would probably be desirable to 
preserve. 

The Portuguese Church here is believed to he 
the oldest iu India ; it is nearly 300 years old. 

The Armenian Church here is 200 years old, 
and is, next to the Romau Catholic Church, 
the oldest in Bengal. 


Fort and A small old fort and some temples belonging 
temples. ; to the Bhastara zemindars are of some 
' interest. 


Kept ill good 
order. 

ii6 

Ditto 

No 

Kept in good 
order by the 

iiS 

Ditto 

No 

community. 




They are kept up 

iii 

Ditto 

No 


hut they might ! 
be induced to i 
pay some more i 
attention to ! 
them, especially ! 
in jungle clear-^ j 


The income of tiie 
temple is ample, 
and the maliaut ' 
might be induced 
to ueep it in re- 
pair in an intel- 
ligent manner, 
so as not to bury j 
or destroy what 
is of interest 
I with whitewash 
or incongruous 
! additions. 



>Jtimber. 
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BAPvDWAN DIVISION - 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
object. 


Any local hiatory or tradition regarding it. 


Midnapur .. 


Kesi firi or Koin- 
sari in Mohar- 
banj, 800 miles 
south-west of j 
Midnapur. 


The fort and The outer walls are about 10 feet hi»b, and 
monastery of inside is a complete row of cloisters about 

Karambera. 8 feet wide. Inside, at the east end, are 

the ruins of a temple of Siva, with the Maha- 
deva, or image of Siva, at the bottom of a well, 
where it is still worshipped ; while at the 
west end, inside tlie enclosuie, stands a 
mosque, which is erect, but unused, the fort 
having again passed iuto Hindu hands. On 
the west inner wall is a stone set into the 
wall with an Uriya inscription, partly oblite- 
rated, showing that this celebrated mosque 
was constructed by Muhammad Taher, in the 
reign of Aurangzeb, and that it was completed 
in 1 102 Hijri. To the north is a deep and 
large tank, full of alligators, called Jogeswar 
Kund. Kesiari, now only known for its large 
tassar silk manufacture, was at one time a 
renowned Mnghal tahsil or settlement, and the 
numerous mosques and houses iu stone erected 
by the Mughals still remain in the so-called 
Mughalpara or Mughal quarter. One of them 
bears an Arabic inscription, showing it to 
have been erected in the time of Aurangzeb. 
It has since been entirely abandoned, but a 
stone figure of a Muhammadan King or Saint 
with a I’ersian inscription on it, of the time 
of that Prince, lies on the ground in the 
middle of the ruins. 

It is evident that when the Muhammadans settled 
at Kesiari they dispossessed the Hindus of 
the Karambera, threw down the temple, and 
erected a mosque. Afterwards, being defeat- 
ed by the Mahrattas at a place named Mu- 
ghalmari, which lies a few miles south, they 
abandoned Kesiari, and the Karambera 
returned into Hiudu hands. 

The local legend of the Karambera is as fol- 
lows : — Mahaiaja Kapiieswar, of the Deb Itaj 
family of Oiissa, built this temple, wherein 
he established the image of a Mahadeva, called 
Gaganeswar It is said that this place was 
covered with woods, and that the Suvarnare- 
kha flowed through it towards the west. Here 
lived a king, named Bagh Baja, from whom is 
derived thename of thepergunnah Baghbhura. j 
I The cattle belonging to the Baja grazed ou the j 


Custody or [ 
present useJ 


Present state of 
preservation 


Whether rfstosation 

IS DKSIFIABLE AND 


PO&iSIBLE. 

] 

Class. 

! 

IJemails. 




I 

T’his structure has mi Preservation 
the ou^er walls desirable, 

built of laterite 
still almost 
intact. 


Whether pho- 
toiiniphs 
phms, or draw- 
iDifS ot the 


Rkmabks. 


Number 
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District. 

Locality, 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custndj’ or 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

present use. 

preservation. 

j 

Class. 1 Remarks. 

I 

( 

i 





fields on the -western hank of the river. The 
herdsman, who tended the flock, was one 
day chastised by the Raja because one of 
j the cows gave less milk than before. The 
I herdsman privately watched the cow, and, 
following her close, saw her cross the river, 
j and after taking an easterly direction, make 
towards a Mahadeva in that locality and ' 
pour forth her milk upon his head. This 
I circumstance was communicated to the Bagh 
Baja, who brought it to the notice of Deb 
Baj Kapileswar, and the latter caused the 
Karambera to he built and consecrated to ; 
Gaganeswar, as the Mahadeva was called. ' 
On the north of the temple he also caused j 
a tank to he excavated, and named it ; 
Jogeswar Kund. A mahant, named Gan- i 
jiya Maharaj, was appointed for the perform- i 
anee of the dally worship of the idol. During ' 
the time of the Muhammadans, one Abdul 
Samat, a reputed fakir, forcibly occupied the 
temple, killed some cows within it, and thus 
I profaned its sanctity. He aftervv'ords re- 
1 moved the idol of Mahadeva and built three 
mosques in the enclosure. From this time 
forward it is said that the Mahadeva forsook 
I the temple and removed himeslf to Egra. 

I The mahant and his consort, Bengaburi, also 
■ quitted the place. It is believed that by his 
supernatural power they were carried through 
; the air towards the east upon a fan for win- 
nowing com ; but the woman happening to 
fall down upon a shallow marsh, the mahant 
also alighted and stopped at a neighbouring 
village named Kulaseni, where he breathed 
his last. His statue, cut out of a block of 
stone, still exists at Kulaseni, and is worsliip- 
ped by many. The stone statue of his 
wife, Bengaburi, is also pointed out near ' 
the -village. - 

In course of time the place was overgrown 
with thick jungle, which none could enter. , 
One Banamali Panda, of Gaganeswar, in 
1231 B.S., with the permission and assist- 
ance of Mr. Donelly, Collector of Midnapur, 

1 cleared off the jungle, and discovered in a 

I 


Wliethor plio- 
tograpng, 
plans, or draw* 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks. 


i 



Number. 
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BARDWAN DIVISION — continued. 


1 


District. 


Locality. 


1 

i 


N-.tme of otjeot. j Any local history or tradition rt^arding it. 


Custody or Present state of 
present use. preservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


[Class. 


Remarks. 


I well the image of Mahadeva broken in two. I 
The Karambera, ■which is still standing, is | 
' a splendid edifice of stone. It is 200 cubits 
in length and 150 in breadth. On the west- 
[ ern side of the wall an inscription in Uriya 
character is engra'ved on a stone, stating 
I when, and by whom the temple was built. 

' But many of the characters are illegible, 
owing, it is said, to the Muhammadans having 
scratched them out. 


40 


Midnapur 


Dantun, about 
•36 miles south 
of Midnapur 
and midway be- 
tween Midna- 
pur and Bala- 
sor. 


Temple of Sha- I At the entrance of the temple there is a statue 
malegwar. ! of a large hull in stone, lying in front of Siva, 
and having its two fore-legs cut off, it is 
said by Kalapahar. It is said to have been 
erected by the Bhojraja, hut the date is not 
given. 

One account says that about 200 years ago 
! Ohaitanya Mahaprahhu, on bis way to Jag- 
1 ganiiiith, brushed his teeth here, and from i 
! this circumstance the village got the name of ! 
Dantun (tnoth -brush). Another account ^ 
asserts it to have been the capital of Bhoj- ; 
raja, the father-in-latv of Vikramaditya, | 
I King of IJjain. It would, however, appear i 
' from the history given of Dantun by the . 

learned Pundit Jaduuandan, about 200 years ; 
I ago, on the occasion of introducing himself 
I in the Muktimandap (temple of salvation) in ; 
, Jaggaunath, that it is a village of old staud- 
i ing, and that its origin is not so modern as 
1 the legend about Chaitanya would indicate. 


This temple, which 
is dedicated to 
the idol Sha- 
maleswar, is a 
fine one, and 
still in existence. 


iii 


i 

i 



^ .... ‘ In the district of Midnapur many interesting 

I I ruins are bound up with the history of several 

i of the aueieut families, the principal of which 
I are, (i) the Bogri Kaj, (ii) Nayagram family, 

' (iii) Alayna raj, (iv) Tamluk family, and 

; 1 ^Y) Narayangarh family. Having been a 

! border laud for years between Bengal and 

! Orissa, HindusandAborigmes,Muhammadans 
i and Mahrattas, the district abounds with 

j I I archmologioal remains, old ruined garbs or 

j j I iorts, temples, and tanks, to which stories of 

j j a historical or legendary character are 

attached. 



Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or druw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Eemaeks. 

No 

A copy of the In- 
scription should 
he sent to the 

Govt. Epigraph- 

ist. 






Numl)CT. 
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41 


42 


43 


District, 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


.Class. 


Midnapur ... 


Ditto 


Ditto 


GarLbilita 


Dttto 


Ditto 


Tein{)le of Sarv- 
va Maii<;ala. 


Temple of Kang-| 
seswar Siva. 


The ruins in 
Garhbilita. 


i 


44 


(i) The following arcbiteetural remains are | 
associated with the Bogriraj in and about ; 
Garhbihta. ' 

The pergunnab or raj of Bogri is in a special 
manner dedicated to Sarwa Mangala, whose I 
worship is said to have been inaugurated 
by Raja Yikramaditya of Djain, but his 
family cannot in any way be identified with ; 
the Bogri Rajas. | 

The temple, is an old, spacious, and lofty build- ^ 
iug, but it is not known when and by whom 
it was built. It is peculiar in having its 
door facing the north, and two separate | 
legends are given to account for the fact. I 

This temple, which is dedicated to the god ; 
Kangseswar Siva, is co-eval with the temple ^ 
of Sarwa Mangala, and built on the same 
plan. 

The remains of the ruinous fort of Garhbihta 
recall its former state and the local influence ' 
which the Kajas once possessed. The places ! 
which were filled by the large and massive | 
gates still bear their respective names, (1) , 
Lai Darwaza, (2) Haraman Darwaza, (3) 
Pesha Darwaza, (4^ Rauta Darwaza. 


Ditto ... 


Jaldya, Garhbihta 


Port 


There is a small fort in Nayabasat, which w'as 
built in Raja Ganapati Auch’s time. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
in g.s of the 
building 
exist. 


iii ; No 


111 


Now in good con- 
dition, having 
been recently 
repaired. 

Heaps of rubbish 
and big stones 
are all that re- 
main iuRayakot,! 
where once stood! 
the magnificent [ 
palace construct-; 
ed by Raja Tej | 
Chiiudra The | 
trees, which 
adorned the ram-! 
parts, have been, 
with few excep- | 
tions, destroyed, 
and the cannon, 
which were on 
the battlements, 
■were taken 
away. 


The fort and build- iii 
ing, W'hich W'erc j 
consecrated by 
Raja Jadab ! 
Chandra Sing | 
in Jaldya, are 
now in a mia- 
ous state. 


ii6 ) Yes 


No 


N( 


No 


No 


No 


No 


REUAnKs. 



I Nnnibi*r. 
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BARDWaN division — continued. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


i Custody or 
Ipresent use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

Whether pho- 


POSSIBLE. ' 

tographs. 



plans, or draw- 

Eemaeks. 

Class. Rem.'irbs. 

i 

ings of the 
building 
exist. 


45 I Midnapur ... Garlibilita 


46 : Ditto 


47 ; Ditto 


Seven 

tanks. 


large 


Satdaulla and 
IM uglialmari, 
Dantun. 


Remains in Sat-| 
dauDa and 
Mughalmari. 


The tanks are named Jaltungi, Indrapush- I 
karini, Patharihadna, Mangala, Kabesdighi, ' 
Ampushkarni, and Hadua. In each of , 
these there is a stone temple in the centre, and i 
they all lie towards the north gate. | 
I'rom their proximity to the north i 

part of the fortification it is inferred that all ' 
of them were excavated in the time of the ' 
Chohans (1555 to 1610 A.D.). 

The village Mughalmari is so called from a 
great number of Mughals having been killed 
there in a battle fought between the Mahi-attas 
and the Mughals, in which the former were j 
victorious. It is about two miles north of 
Dantun, Satdaulla being five miles from 
Mughalmari. When excavating earth for 
the construction of the Eajghat road, several | 
remains of old buildings were discovered in | 
these villages, and numerous bricks and stones 
were dug out, showing that these places were ! 
once the residences of some ancient Kajas. I 


Dantun 


Biddyadhar and There are two large tanks 
Sarsanka tanks. 


-one in Dantun, 
called the Biddyadhar ; and the other, about 
two miles east of it, known by the name of 
Sarsanka. T he first is about 1,600 feet in 
length and 1,200 feet in breadth. It was 
excavated under the orders of Vidyadhara, 
the minister of Raja Telinga Mukund Deva. 

The other tank was excavated by Raja Sar- 
sanka Deva, of the Pandava family, while 
on his way to Jaggaunath. It is 5,000 feet 
long and 2,500 feet broad. It is said that 
there is underground communication 
between the tanks, by a tunnel made of stone, 
about 7 1 feet high and 41 feet broad. 

The tank said to have been excavated by Raja 
Sarsanka Deva is obviously a reference to the 
great Susangka, the enemy of the Buddhist-, 
and the most powerful of the later Gujita 
Kings. Shotild exploration justify the 
legend, and any remains of interest be found, 
they w’ould 1 e of great interest and import- 
ance, and would justify their being placed in 
class ift or in/, accnding to their state ol 
preservation. 


These tanks, with 
one or two ex- 
ceptions, are in 
a good state of 
preservation. 


\ih Yes 


111 


No 


No 


No 


111 


No 


No 


Examination ne- 
cessary. 
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District. 

Locality. 

Kame of 

Any Ideal history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS desirabi e and 

POSSIBLE. 

Wbetker pho- 
tograplis, 
plans, or draw 

RE3fAEKS. 

o 

pS 

object. 

present use 

. preservation. 

Class 

Remarks. 

ings of the 
building 
exist. 

48 

Midnapur ... 


Khelar Garh... 

(ii) The following remains are connected with 
the Nayagram family. 

Balabhadra Singh, the third Raja of Khelar, 


This is an interest- 

lii 

No 

i 

1 

No 

Photographs and 

49 

Ditto 


Chandra Rekha 

completed this fortification, of which his 
father, Pratapa Chandra Sinha, had laid the 
foundation (1490 A.D ). 

The building is a regular fortress, with towers 
and walls of laterite stone and surrounded 
by a moat. The gate and postern are intact, 
and the walls are standing. Inside, where 
there is a good well of drinking water, all the 
edifices are in ruins ; but there are two curious 
figures in blue stone representing a man of 
Persian extraction and his wife on horseback. 
The face of the man, his arrows and quiver, 
bear some resemblance to the figures found in 
Nineveh. 

This was erected by the fourth Raja, Chandra 


in g ruin in a very 
good state of 
preservation. 

.\bout 200 yards 

iii 

No ... 

No 

examination ne- 
cessary. 

50 

Ditto 


Garh. 

Deul temple . . . 

Sekhar Sinha, in the 16th century, and is a 
large entrenchment more than a mile square, 
with one entrance towards the east. The 
ditch which runs round the Garh must have 
been excavated at an enormous cost, as in many 
places the solid laterite rock is cut through 8 
or 10 feet in width, and over 6 feet in depth. 
On the eastern side, where the entrance is, 
another very deep trench and rampart were 
constructed, and it was apparently intended 
to carry this the whole way round, but the 
design was not carried out, and on the other 
three sides there is oue moat only. 

This isa remarkable temple of Siva, abouta mile 


from the en- 
trance there is 
a building evi- 
dently a resi- 
dence, construct- 
ed of laterite stone 
in ruins ; but it 
is impossible to 
say if this is the 
only ruin in the 
interior of this 
fortress, which is 
now over-grown 
with dense j ungle. 

iiJ 

Yes 

No 


51 

Ditto 

• •t •• 

Stone pillars of 

east of the Chandra Rekha Garh. It is built 
of laterite stone, and towers over the jungle 
to the height of about 75 feet. It is not 
known who erected the temple, but the 
expenses of the worship are defrayed by the 
Nayagram family. 

These small piUars, about 1 ,000 in number, are 



iii 

No 

No ... i 





Kearohand. 

very curious. They are scattered over a largo 
plain, called Kearehand, about one mile east 1 
of the zemindar’s resideuee at Kultike, and 
vary in height from two to four feet, the lower 
extremities of the pillars being driven into ' 
the ground, and the upper rounded into a 




i 

I 

1 

i 



Number. 


18 


BAR D W AN DI V I SIO N — con tinned. 


DIst icfc. 


Locality. 


Name of 
object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


52 ; Midnajmr 


53 Ditto 


A temple 
Uriya Sai. 


at 


iTlie Majna Garh 


rough resemblance of human heads. It is 
said that Jab er Sinha, a Hindu Chief, who 
ruled at Kearcbaud about the j'ear 1170 
B.S., devised this as a means to intimidate 
his opponents by making the stone pillars 
appear as so many men in his service, whom 
lie employed constantly to guard the citadel ; 
but they are more probably of the same 
cliaracter as the monumental stones found in 
('hota Nagpore. 

It is built of stone, nith a marble tablet, bearing 
an inscription to the effect that Kaja Chohan 
8ingh constructed it in 996 B.S., so that the 
date affords a very satisfactory corroboration 
of the correctness of the epoch assigned to the 
Bogii Kajas (1555-1610 A.D.) 

(iii) Mayn't family . — The fort is built on an 
island nithin an island, and is situated on 
the western bank of the Ifossye, a little above 
its junction with the Kaliaghj-e; it w'as 
evidently constructed by excavating two 
great moats, almost lakes. Tlie eaith of the 
hist was thrown inwards, so as to form a raised 
embankment of considerable breadth, which 
having become overgrown with dense bamboo 
clumps, is impervious to any projectile that 
could have been brought against it a hun- 
dred years ago. Inside the larger island, 
the outer edge of which is this embank- 
ment, another lake has been excavated and 
the earth thrown inwards, forming a large 
and well raised island about 200 yards 
square, or 8 acres, more or less. On this 
stands the family residence of the Mayna 
raj and all its belongings. 

It appears from the family records that the 
fort was originally' constructed by one of the 
semi-mythical heroes of this district, liaja 
Low' Sen, at a time when the district was 
under the dominion of the Gaur Rajas. 
At the time of the Mahratta ascendency, the 
descendant of Low Sen was ousted owing 
to default of payment of the usual tribute, 
and the possession of Mayna was made over 
to Bahubutendra, the founder of the May'na 
raj. Six miles to the south of Mayna there is 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

JS DE?>IRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class 


Kemaiks. 


Whether pho- 
togi aphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


ReHAEKs 


iii ! Yes 


The inner island, : 
with attached 
grounds, is over-| 
grown with tan- 
gled jungle, 
except on the 
spot where the 
family residence 
and temples 
stand. The build- 
ings, however, 
are in a state of 
entire disrepair. 


Ill 


No 


No 


No 



N umber, 


BA R D WAN DIVISION— 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Midnapur ... Tamluk 


ot Ditto ... I Idtto 


Temple 


Ijargbhima. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


a depression, about eight or nine miles in extent, 
■which -was formerly subject to the over-flow 
of tidal water from the sea ; but the Kajas 
of Mayna erected embantmeuts along it to 
keep off sea- water, and thus brought a con- 
siderable part of it under cultivation. This 
depression was perhaps a creek of the sea, 
which must have silted up in course of time. 
This supposition receives confii-mation from 
the fact that by recent excavations in the 
villages Tilda, Jalehuok, and others, which 
stand near the depression, many things 
have been discovered at a depth of some 16 
or 17 feet below the surface, which show 
that the place must have been a port or 
sea- side town in days gone by. The 
configuration of the country also makes this 
every way probable. 

iv. Tamluk family . — Tamluk figures as a 
kingdom of great antiquity in the sacred 
writings of the Hindus, and has been 
mentioned in the epic poems. The chief objects 
of archeological interest in Tamluk are 
its temples. The most famed are the temples 
of Eargbhimaand of Krishnarjun. 

It is situated upon elevated ground, and its 
shape and coustruction are curious. It 
is supposed that it was erected duriug the 
ascendency of Buddhism in India. 




Whether restoration 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 

Custody or 

Present slate of 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

present use. 

preserviitiuu. 

Cla«s. 

Remarks. 

iugs (if the 
building 
eAist. 


' liEMABES. 


Although a long nb 
time has elapsed 
since its erection, 
no portion of it 
has broken down 
or decayed, ex- 
cept that in the 
cyclone of 1861 
the pinnacle with 
‘ the iron circular 
crest was blo-wn 
down. The pin- 
nacle was built 
of a single block 
; of stone; but as 
\ no such kinl of 
stone could be j 
easily procured, 
the devotees of 
1 the goddess built 
I a new pinnacle of 
i brick masonry. 


_ _ j Exploration neces- 
sary. 


N umber. 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local liistory or tradition regarding it. 

Custodv or 

Present stnte of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
iplans, or draw 

Eesiaeks. 

tz 

a 
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present use. 

preservatiou. 

Class 

Remarks. 

ingrs of the 
building 
exist. 

55 

Midnapur ... 

i 

Tamluk 

Temple of 

Krislinarjun. 

It is ascribed to Raja Tamradbvaj, who is 
probably the founder of the second dynasty. 
It contains the statues of the two deified 
heroes, Krishna and Arjun, both of which are 
under the same roof and are called Krislinarjun. 

Tradition says that when Maharaj Judhisthir, 
with the object of solemnizing the Aswamedh 
Jagya for the purpose of absolving himself 
from the .sins incun-ed by him during the war 
of Kurukhettra, where his friends and relatives 
had been slain, had set the consecrated horse 
at large under the protection of Krishna and 
Arjun, the animal wandered to Tamralipta, 
then the capital of a powerful aud pious chief, 
named Tamradbvaj. The sons of Tamradhvaj 
seized the animal and detained it, whereupon a 
fight took place between them and Arjun. 
The contest was long and severe, and Arjun, 
finding at length that there was no hope 
of success, asked Krishna, the cause, who 
replied: — “Arjun, the man with whom you 
have entered the arena, Is a firm believer in 
Vishnu, you cannot hope for success with him ; 
you should therefore cease to fight and try to 
accomplish your object by strategy.” Where- 
upon they both transformed themselves into 
Brahmans in appearance and went to the 
palace of the Raja. There Krishna pointed 
out to Arjun abundant proofs of Tamradhvaj’s 
devotion to Grod, and then they appeared in 
their original forms. The Raja, finding that 
Krishna, of whom the gods could scarcely 
obtain a sight, notwithstanding all the 
penances they performed for the purpose, 
favored the palace with his presence, con- 
sidered that he (the Raja) had achieved 
the object of his life, and offered many 
prayers and entreaties to Krishna, who 
was much pleased with him. The Eaja 
then prayed that he might daily see botu 
Krishna aud Arjun in his palace, and on this 
being granted, stone statues of Krishna and 
Arjun were made and consecrated. 

V. Naratjdnrjarh family.— 'Vhe chief objects of 
archmological interest connected with the 
Narayaugarh family are the fort itself, with 
its moats and ramparts. ^ 

1 

: 


ii5 

Yes 





Number. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local bistory or traditi«)n regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use.i 


rr»*sent s^ate of 
prt servation. 


WHETdER RESTORATION 
IS DESIRABLE AND 
roSSlBLE. 


Class. 


Kemaibs. 


Whether plio- 
togi aplis, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of tho 
building 
exist. 


56 


57 


58 


A] idnapiir 


Narayan Garh 


Ditto 


! Kablipada 
j Moharbhauj. 


in 


Ditto* 


Bamanghati 

Moliarbhanj. 


in 


Fort 


Buried remains 
of teniples 
and monas- 
teries. 


IVo ancient lines of fortification, an outer and 
an inner line, snrronnd this fort, the space 
enclosed witliin the latter being above haif a 
mile square. 'Ihe actual buildings are not 
very striking, tliougli there are son.e fine old 
tanks. The Cuttack high road passes tlirough 
the western side of the fort, the western 
rampart running parallel to it fur some dis- 
tance. 


Some years ago a potful of gold coins of the 
Roman Emperors, Trajan and Constantine 
w'as discovered here : the coins were in ex- 
cellent order, it is evident therefore that tlie 
remains here, whatever they are, date to the 
early Christian period, and as remains of such 
antiquity are rare and possess a peculiar in- 
terest, full exploration and preservation of 
what is discovijied appears desirable. 


[ii some placesi iii 
the earth- woiks., 
which were all 
that composed thcj 
ramparts, have 
become almost 
level withthesur-j 
rounding fields.! 

In other places, 
especially to- 
wards the north, j 
theyare still verv' 
cousjiicucus. I 


No 


X( 


iia 


-OS 


' No 


iw 


Vos 


N.: 


ItEUAUKS. 


There are somej 
ancient remains 
lieie of interest, 
but the place has 
not been et 
amined; from its 
vicinity to Koin 
sari, there is it 
every probabily 
that the remains 
are of importance 

Exploration and 
preservation de 
sirable. 

The Midnapur 
district has never! 
been examined 
by any Archseo 
legist, though it 
is well kuowiq 
both from finds 
of coins and 
from mention 
in Buddhist 
books of Tibet. 
India, Ceylon. 
Barma, and 
China, and iromj 
other sources 
there must he 
remains of great 
antiquity, espe- 
cially near 

Tamluk. 



Number. 
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BIT A G DI^VTSTOISr. 


11 ) 


District. 


Bhagalpur 

Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
[present use. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE, 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Class. 

I 


Remarks. 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Klianjarpur 

Town of Bhagal- 
pur. 


Mnhalla Kahar- 
pur, in the town 
of Bhagalpur. 

Muhallas Mulla- 
ehak and 

Khalifahagh, in 
the town of 
Bhagalpur. 

Barari, near 

Babupur. 

Town 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Bhagalpur 


Ditto 


Sultaiigaiij 


A mosque 
A mausoleum 


A temple 
Two mosques 

Ditto 

Tomb 

Ditto .. 


Two tombs and 
Cl e V e 1 a n d 
House. ; 


In use ... ••• ••• I 

This is a very pretty building, built about 200 ' 
years ago by one Ibrahim Hussein Khan. It 
was repaired in 1845 by the Magistrate of | 
Bhagalpur. j 

This is a fine large Jain temple, about 200 years 
old. ! 


In good condition 
Ditto 


Ditto 


I 


I worship. 


Govern- 

ment. 

Ditto .. 


Caves 


A cross erected in the disused burial-ground in 
memory of the 3rd Buffs who fell iu 1^28. 

The tomb of the first English historian of India, 
Alexander Dow. It is situated in the burial- , 
ground. I 

T’hpse were erected in memory of Augustus : 
( leveland, one by order of the Court of Direc- ; 
tors. The house was used as the Kesidency ; ■ 
it stands on an old Buddhist site which 
was subsequently appropriated hy^ Muhan?- ^ 
madans. Exploration as far as possible, with- i 
out injury to the house, is most desirable. 


There are some eaves near Barari, noticed in the ; Zemin- 
Jourual of the Asiatic Society, which yieUed ; dar of 
coins, but which have not yet been fully 
exjdored. 'there are small buildings near 
their mouths. These caves deserve couserva- 
tion. 


Monastery .. 


In very bad con- 
dition. 

In fair order ... 


Ditto 


Neglected 


There are extensive remains of monasteries^ at 
Sultanganj, whence some years ago a fine ins- 
cribed statue in bronze of colossal size was ex- 
humed. 4 hey deserve conservation. 


Barari. 


Un- 

known. 


These are about 200 and 150 years old,' respec- : They are i In good repair ... 
lively. ; used as ! 

places ot 


i ii6 

! 

ii^. 

ii^. 

iii. 

iii. 

iff 

\a 

ia 


Ii' ruins and dug 
up. 


iirt 


Not desirable 


Preser va t i on 
desirable. 

Ditto 


Preservation of 
tomb desir- 
able. The house 
is a rambling 
building which 
must fall to 
decay, unless 
very heavy ex- 
pense is incur- 
red. This is 
not desirable. 
Yea 


Exploration is 
desir.-ihle and 
partial conser- 
vation. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


No. 


No. 


Bemabks 
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I 





Custf>dy or 
present use. 


Whether rfstoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether 
photographs, 
plan-, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Kemabks. 

N umber 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

preservation. 

Class. 

Hemarks. 

1 

11 

Bhagulpur 

Sultanganj 

stupa 

This is a fine old stupa close to the Railway 
station aud -well worthy of permanent and 
thorough repair and preservation. 

Un- 
known. i 

In rains 

ia 

Yes 

No. 


12 

Ditto 

Kahalgaon (Kol- 
gong). 

Rock sculptiure 

There are very good specimens in the district 
at Patliarghata aud elsewhere. 



\ib 

Yes 

No. 


13 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Rock temple 

The only example in Bengal. It is cut out of 
a rock in the river. 

Un- 

known. 

1 

1 


I'l 

Yes 

No photo- 
graphs ex- 
ist, hut 

plans and! 
drawings! 
in Volume 
XV,Archl. 
reports. 

Several fine specimens 
of sculpture were col- 
lected by Mr. Barnes 
anil placed in his 
house on the hill to 
the north of the Rail- 
way Station. Some 
have been dispersed, 
but several still exist. 
The property has now 
passed into the hands 
of an absentee native 
zemindar, and the 
scuptures are being 
neglected The owner 
may be induced to let 
Government have them, 
when some of them 
should be placed in the 
museum. 

14 

Ditto 

Ditto 

A Darga ... 

N 0 records or traditions exist ... ... 


In good condition. 
Close to it is a 
masjid of the 
same age as the 
Darun, aud kept 
in repair by the 
people. 

iib. 

Yes 

No. 

15 

Ditto 

Bathargliat 

Rock sculpture 

On the banks of the river. The rock sculpture 
and inscriptions are very old, dating to the 
7th or 8th century A. L>. 

No 

owner. 

N'glected 

iia 

Yes 

i 

1 

No. 


16 

Ditto 

Pirpainti 

; A Darga 

No record of date, but they are evidently old 
and probably date to the reign of Aurangzeb. 

••V ••• 

In good condition 
but the masjid 
below is in 

ii6. 

Yes 

No. 








ruins. 





17 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Darga ... 

Of some interest. A local saint’s shrine 

• •• • • 


iii 

! No 

No. 


18 

19 

Ditto 

1 

Ditto 

: Jahngira rock, 

near the Sultan- 
ganj station. 

Ditto 

Temple 

Sculpture 


It is used 

In good order . . . 

iii 

: No 

No. 


Very old and important rock sculptures occur 
on the rock, aud deserve careful preservation. 

as a place 
of wor- 
ship. 

ia. 

Yes 

No. 


20 

Bhagalpur 

! 

Bausi, -within 

the Banka sub- 
division. 

A temple 

This temple was built in 1720 A.D. 

It is usee 
as a place 
of wor- 
ship. 

In thoroughly 
good order. 

iii 

1 

J 

1 Not desirable. 

1 

1 

1 

; No. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

: 
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Whethfr eestoratiox 

Whethor pbo- 



District. 

Locality. 

Name of object 

Any local histfry or tradition regarding it. 

Ciist'>dy 0 
present use 

Present state of 
preservation. 

IS DESIBABDE A^D 
POSSIBLE. 

tographs, 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 

Eeuaeks. 

9 







1 

j 

building 


5 








Remftrks. 

exist. 


21 

Ditto 

1 iMnndar Hill, 

Ditto 

1 This is a Jain temide, built of stone and mortar. 


In very Lad state 

iii 

! 

No. 

No. 




t-R'o or three 


! It is evidently of no antiquity ; its date is not 


of repair. 






Ditto 

miles from Bau- 
si within thellan- 
ka suh- division. 


known. 







22 

I Mandar Hill . . . 

Rock sculpture 

These are some ancient Gupta inscriptions and 

• • . •* 


iff 

P r e s e rvation 

Copies of 




1 

and inscrip- 

j sculpture well worthy of preservation. 




very desirable 

ins c r ip- 





tion. 


1 

i 

1 




tion exist 
but no 


23 

' Ditto 

; 

1 

Ivarangarh 


! 

i 

1 




phot 0 - 
graphs of 
sculpture. 


Fort 

dhiis is undoubtedly a very ancient fort, and 

Govern- 

IS'eglected 

U2 

Tcs 

No, 






stiinds on th<- site of old Otiarapanagrr. Several 
bastions can be made out, and Mr. Beglar 
strongly recommends a careful examination 

ment. 










and conservation of what is one of the histori- 
cal and famous pre- Buddhist forts in Bengal. 







24 

Ditto 

Klierlii 

Rock sculpture, 

This is very fine old well, dating certainly to the 

Hn- 

In ruins 

iiff 

X 0 . hut thoron gh- 

No. 





teinple.«, fort 
and Well. 

6th century. There are also some most curious 

known. 



ly exploration 






and yet undeciphered shell-charactered ins- 




is desirable and 







criptions, as well as interesting specimens of 
the architecture of that era. All merit much . 




cleaning out 
and preserva- 







interest, attention, exploiatlm and conserva- 




tion of the great 




i 



tion. The place was only cursorily examined : 




ami small well. 




' 


1 

by Mr. Beglar. It is a perfect unexplored ; 




From an anti- 



: 

1 

1 


1 


mine of antiquities. i 



i 

1 

quarian point of 
view this should 



i 


i 

1 





i 

be done, and it 
would greatly 
benefit the vil- 



25 

Ditto ... 1 

1 

I 





lagers by in- 



In moiizas Ban- 

Two Shikargahs; 

These buildings are said to have been built by ; 


In ruins 

iii. 

creasing their 





gaou and Dim- 

Shah Bujii. a br<dher of the Emp)eror Aurau- 




supply of pui’e 




I>itto 

r\ a in the same : 
siib-division. : 

1 

zeb, about 260 years ago. 




water. 



26 

FingesMar 

Temple 

An old inscription of early Gupta period attests , 

Rrah- 

Kept up 

lib 

Not at Govern- 

No. 





the antiquity of the site. 




ment cost. 



27 

Ditto 

Jeihur HiU 

Temple and 

There is a temple here enshrining sculptures of ' 

Hn- 

L'itto 

lib 

Ditto 

No. 





iuseiiption. 

interest and kept up by attendant Pujari 
Brahmans. 

Known. 






00 

Bhng.ilpur... 

Pipra Nath . . 

Fort and tern- 

Temple kept up hy Eaja and Brahmans. The 

Hn- 

Kept up 

ii6 

Ditto ... 

No. 





plo. 

temple is of interest. 

known. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of oliject. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whetheb eestohation 
IS desirable and 

POSSIBLE. 


Remarks. 


IVliether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ing.s of the 
budding 
exist. 


Rem.irks. 


29 Bliagalpur Shekpura ... Dargas 


30 Ditto ... Silcandra ... Darga 

31 Ditto ... Sultanganj .. Masjid 

32 Ditto ... Ckandan .. Fort 

33 Ditto ... Bindraban ... Temple 


There is one very famous darga on the site of Khadims Neglected 
a temple (>f Kali, wbieb ought to be kept iu 
repair by the officiating Kbadims. 


i\b Tes 


... Said to be of interest, but unexplored ... Dn- Unknown 

kiiowu 

... Some good sculpture, but of no great interest Ditto... Ditto 


... iii Unknown 
... iii Ditto 


34 Ditto ... Makhdurupur ... Remains ... Some good sculpture, but of no great interest Ditto... Ditto 


35 Maldah ... Gaur 


The Khajeki 3 bis mosque was built of stone in the reign ! . 
masjid, or of Sultan Husain Sliah, King of Gaur, wlio I 
small golden died in 9;17 Hijri. There are three large stones 
mosque. detached opposite the uortliern gate, the j 

tops whereof are carved. The pillar to the 
right of the doorway, wliich thrvatens to fall, 
contains a number of interes'iug stones. 
There are also some liaiidsome carvings on 
the door. There are in the iieighbouriiooii 
in the house of Nazar .Ali Shah, a descendant 
1 of a spiritual guide of Aurangzeb, three large 
; stones with inscriptions, the largest one being 
j beautifully carved. They are said to be 250 
I years old, and it is not l-nowm whence they 
I were brought to the place where tliey now are. 

I 

1 

I This district owes its historical importance to the 
i fact of its containing tlie sites of two succes- 
sive capitals of Bengal, namely, Gaur and j 
Periiah or Panduah. Both these cities are now 
almost levelled to the ground, and are over- 
grown with jungle, but the ruins that remain 
reveal traces of their former magnificence. 

Gaur was the earlier of the two capitals, and i 
iu historical associations and in size Iw far ! 
the more important. The time of its foun- i 
dation is. however, uncertain. All that can ! 
he ascertained is that it was the metropolis | 
of Bengal under its Hindu King^s, and that 1 
it was conquered in li04 A.D. by the Muham- i 
madans who retained it as the chief seat of j 


In good preserva- 
tion. 


loere is some 
income from 
attached to the ^ 


,,, I The darga occupies the site of an old stupa ... Ditto-.. Kept up ... iib Not explored... No. 

... I This is a masjid built on an old Hindu site ... Mullas It is going to ruins, iii No ... No. 


... No 


j Those necd'o.Kiiluration. 


Ditto ditto. 


Dithr ditto 



Number. 


26 


BHAG ALPUR DIVISION— 





1 

1 

1 


Whether restoration 

IS desikable and 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 


District. 

Locality. 

Name of obiect. 

1 Custody or 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. ipresent use. 

Present state of 
preservation. 

tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Eemaeks. 




! 

! 


Class. 

Remarks. 



their power in Bengal for more than three 
centuries. When the Afghan Kings of 
Bengal established their independence, they 
transferred the seat of Government to Peruah, 
and, to build the public structures of their 
new capital, plundered every Hindu temple 
that could he removed. 


Peruah was shortly afterwards abandoned, 
and the royal residence was re-transferred 
to Gaur, w'hieh continued to he the capital 
of Bengal so long as its kings retained their 
independence of Delhi. Dr. Buchanan Hamil- 
ton is of opinion that the desolation of Gaur 
commenced from the time (about 1639 A.D.) 
when Snja Shah, brother of Atu’angzeb, 
made Eajmahal the capital of Bengal. 


T he ruins have been a quarry, not only for the 
brick houses of the neighbouring towns 
and villages, but also for the palaces of 
M urshidabad. The j ungle still reigns supreme 
over the half obliterated ruins of walls, forts, 
and palaces. In 1874 Government sanctioned 
Bs. 300 for the preservation of the ruins, but 
the amount was expended only in clearing the 
jungle round some of the principal buildings 

The city proper, i.e., the part within the 
great continuous embankment, is miles 
from nortli to south, and from one to two 
miles from east to we^t. The south, east, 
and w'est sides of the city were protected by 
natural defences, namely, the rivers Gauges, 
Wahanadi, and the junction of these two 
rivers. On the north an artificial bulwark 
w^as required. A line of fortification about 
six miles in len.:th extends in an irregular 
curve from the old channel of the Bhajrirathi 
at Sonatala to near the Mahanr.nda at Bhola- | 
hat. The rampart is about lOO feet wide at ‘ 
its base, and is mainly composed of brick. 1 

In the western portion of the city there is ; 
the large Sagar Dighi, the most celebrated 
artificial piece of water in the district. It is ' 


Number. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. ^r^lent u 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoeatioh },o 

IS DESIRABLE AND tog 

POSSIBLE. plausror draw- 

ings of Lho 



budding 

Cliiss. Eem-irks. exist. 


36 Maldah 


37 i Ditto 


Name of object. 


1,600 yards in length and over 800 in ; 
breadth, 'i'he hanks are built of brick, and the , 
water remains good to the present day. In : 
the neighbourliood are the two most frequent- ' 
ed places of Hindu devotion in the district, j 

The Rajbibi This is a small mosque built of brick, but it is I Un- 
mosque. not of much interest. Specimens of carved knowi 

bricks are, however, obtainable from it. The 
jungle was cleared in 1876. 

The Daras It is a handsome brick building, so called from , I'itto .. 
mosque. a college which stood near. An inscription i 

now on a new mosque at English Bazar is : 
supposed to have belonged to the former. If , 
so, the Daras mosque was built in 907 Hijri 
by Sultan Husain Shah. Some of the interior | 
carvings have been carried off. The jungle ' 
around this building has been cleared. 1 

I 

The Gunmant It is a large stone buibling without inscription. Ditto., 
mosque. There are no mouldings, nor anything 

characteristic now remaining, (iold orna- 
ments and coins are said to have beeu found 
in a fresh-dug hole inside. Tliere are some ■ 
ornamental stones within the building. The 
jungle surrounding this mosque was eleared ; 
at Government eost iu 1876. 1 


Bbuabes. 


Decaving 


ii^» , Yes 


... No. 


I'itto ... 


iii No, but only Yes 
portions may 
be preserved. 


The Gunmant 
mosque. 


Ditto .. 


The building is 
too dilapidated 
to be repaired, 
only parts of the 
west wall admit 
of repair. 


iii : No 


... Yes. 


39 1 Ditto 


The Chamkhana It is called Chika Masjid from the bats which Ditto . 
or Chika mas- now fill it. It is situated near the palace, 

jid. and is supposed to have been either a court- 

house or a prison. It is said to be very an- ! 
cient, but bears no inscription. ! 


i 40 Ditto 


41 Ditto 


The Luka This is a two-storied and imposing looking ; 
Chippi, the city gate situated near the palace. There is ! 

Hide and-seek nothing characteristic in it, nor in the tombs ! 

Lodge. which adjoin, one of which, Eutteh Khan’s j 

is well preserved, but shows little s.iill in * 
workmanship. ! 


Kadam Rasul This is a small square mosque of brick, and has ■ Khadiiut Kept up 
been attributed to Husain 8hah. but accord- 
ing to the inscription was built by his son 
Nazrat Shah in 937 Dijri, in honour of the 


One of the finest 
and largest in 
Gaur. 


iff Yes, as a rest- No. 
house and in- 
spection build- 


ii Yes 


... Yes 


'.fbe building has 
a small income 
from attaehed 
lauds. 
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District. 

Locality. 

Nuire of object. 

Aliy local history or tradition regauling it. 

Custody or 
prest nt use. 

Present sttiTe of 
piescrvation. 

Wheiher restoration 
IS desirable and 

POSSIBLE. 

VVhftlier plio- 
toijr.iplis, 
plans, or dtaw 
ings of tiie 
building 
exist. 

Eemaeks. 

o 

a 

o 

^25 





Class. 

Eemarks. 






prophet’s foot-print, which is preserved 
within. The carved brick front is in good 
repair, and is worthy of being kept entire. 
The inscription in front of the building is 
legible and well preserved. An inscription 
belonging to another building has been 
placed over the gateway. 







42 

Maldah ... 

Gram- 

'I'lie Dalihal 
darwazah. 

This is a large city gate of brick, and was 
built by Husain Shah, who died in 927 Hijri. 
The building is a fine strong one, in excel- 
lent preservation ; only the south face, in 
whicli trees have taken root, is likely to faU. 
There is a complete flower in brick-work to 
the left, and a carving in brick above the 
doorway, which are fair specimens of work, 
but will probably be lost in a few years. The 
north side is better preserved, aud is likely 
to last long. Inside are some very beautiful 
brick carvings resembling stone. The Grov- 
erntnent spent Hs. 100 in l!s75 in clearing 
the Jungle round this building. 

Hn- 

known. 

Decaying 

id 

Yes 

Yes 

It is a very fine 
specimen of an 
old gateway, 
and is unique. 

43 

Ditto 

Do. 

The gidden 

mosque, Soua 
masj d, some- 
times called 
Earadari, near 
11 amkel. 

This w'as built by Nusrat Shah in 932 Hijri, 
aud is the remains of a fine stone building. 
A slate W'hich formed part of the base of 
one of several carved arches is detached. 
Many of these arches have been entirely 
spoiled, but it is desirable that no injury 
should bo done to those which remain. The 
jungle round this building wns cleared by 
Goverumeut in 1875. 

Ditto . . . 

Ditto 

iiff 

Yes 

Yes 

This though not 
a typical ex- 
ample has por- 
tions in such 
good order as 
to render pre- 
servation desir- 
able. 

44 

Ditto 

Do. 

The remains of 
the palace 

wall Dais 

Graza. 

These are remarkable for strength and height, 
but have no artistic interest. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

iii 

A small piece 
m.oy' be pre- 
sei’ved. 

Yes. 


43 

i 

Diito . . 

Do. 

The minaret of 
Diioz 8hah. 

This is a high tower, with remains of a room 
at the top. There are good stone carvings 
at the entrance to the stairs, some feet above 
the ground. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

ia 

Yes 

Yes. 


46 

1 

Ditto 

Do. 

The “ Dmer- 
kazi” mosque. 

there are good, well-preserved brick carvings 
on this mosque. 

Ditto . . . 

Ditto 

iii 

Unknown 

No. 
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District. 

Locality. 

Xame of object. 

Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
prtseut use. 

Present state of 
pieservatioii. 

Whether eestoratioX| 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tograplis, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 

Ebmaeks. 

o 

3 

is 





Class. 

Remaiks. 

building 

exist;. 


47 

Maldah 

Gaiir 

The “Natin” 
mosque. 

Tbis was entirely built of coloured bricks, but 
bas no inscription or record of date. Tbe 
work even in its present state bas a pleasing 
effect as a whole, liovernment caused tbe 
jungle rormd tbis building to be cleared 
in 1875. 

Un- 

known. 

Decaying 

iia 

Yes 

Ves ... 

A fine sample of 
its kind. 

43 

Ditto 

1 

Do. 

Chand Souda- 
gar’s building. 

The only remains consist of a large number of 
grey and black polished stone pillars. 

Ditto ... 

Ditlo 

iii 

Tbe pillars 

should be re- 
moved to a 

I place of safety. 

No 

Here are a lot of 
polished pillars,' 
which deserve 
careful explora- 
tion. 

49 

Ditto 

Do. 

Chamkatti mas- 
jid. 

There are variously coloured bricks in tbis old 
building, but they are likely to fall, fz’om a 
tree having spread its root among them. 'Ihe 
jungle round tbis place was cleared by Govern- 
ment in 1876. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

iii 

No 

Yes. 

1 

1 

1 

50 

Ditto 

Do. 

The kotwali 

durwazab. 

Tbis is a handsome gate of brick in tbe south 
wall of tbe city. An inscribed stone on the 
roadside, less than half a mile off, belongs 
to it. 'Ihe building was constructed by 
Sultan Muhammad Shah in 860 Hijii. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... i 

iii i 

No 

Yes ... 

Tbis should ' be 
conserved if pos- 
sible. 

51 

Ditto 

Village Mnhudi- 
pur, near Daur. 

Two old mould- 
ings. 

Tbe district officer in 1875 saw these mould- 
ings built into bouses. One of these is very 
beautiful and excellent as a specimen, though 
somewhat injured by fire. 

Owners 

Good order 

iii 

No 

No ... ! 

Copies of them 
may be easily 
taken. 

52 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Dban Cbuck... 

An old front of tbis mosque with 31 columns 
is now existing. Tbe inner ornamentation 
comprises carved and coloured bricks. Liarge 
trees are growing out of it. Their tops were 
cut off at Government expense in 187 0. 

Un- 

known. 

Decaying 

ii6 

No 

No. 


53 

Ditto 

Ferozpur 

Jamma ma.sjid, 
tomb of Sbab 
NiamutUllab. 

'! bese are great places of pilgrimage and are ' 
well looked after. 

Kbadims 

Ditto ...I 

iii 

Yes 

Yes ... 

Government aid 
appears neces- 
sary to preserve 
thest as tbe in- ! 
come is very { 
small. 

54 

Ditto 

Diglii, near 

ttadullapur 

Jamma mas j id 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto . 

Ditto 

iiZ> 

Yes 

Yes. 


55 

Ditto 

i 

Mansideum of 
I'erau l ir. 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto... 

Ditto 

■ 1 

ii(^> i 

: i 

1 1 

! ; 

Yes 

i 

Yes. 

j 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of oliject. 

Any locdl history or tradition rega«diiig it. 

Custody or 
pi eesnt use. 

P'esont stnte of 
prtseivation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings cf the 
building 
exist. 

Remarks. 

o 

"A 







Class. 

Remaiks. 



Maldali ... 

Pern all or Panduali. 


Tins city is about 20 miles from Haur and six 
from M aldah. 1 1 has no apparent advantages 
of site. It was not accessible by water, and 
was probably then, as now, surrounded by 
almost impenetrable jungles. It is in all 
respects less noteworthy than Gaur, though 
it contains some remarkable specimens of 
Muhammadan architecture. On approach- 
ing the ruins from the south of the city, the 
first two objects which attract attention are 
the monuments of Makhdum Shah Jalal and 
his grandson, Kutab Shah, who were the two 
most distinguished religious personages under 
the early Muhammadan Kings of Bengal. 
Numerous pilgrims repair hither at all seasons 
aud from all paits of Bengal. 







56 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Bari darga, or 
monument of 
M nklidam 
Sbak Jalal. 

It has some appearance of antiquity, hut is 
spoiled by whitewashing and tawdry orna- 
ments in.side. The monument consists of a 
small squat e area entered at the south-east 
corner. 'J’o the right of the door is a little 
chamber, in which the saint used to perform 
his devotions. On the west is a plain mosque, 
and the two remaining sides are occupied by 
a refectory and a tank. There is a window 
of carved stone and two handsomely carved 
stone pillars, and a fragment of a stone rail. 
Opposite is a brick dome with the tombs of 
three peisons whose names are not known. 

'1 he tomb of the saint is not here, but at 
Oaur. 

Khadims 

Decaying 

iii 

Yes 

Yes. 


' 57 

Ditto 

Ditto 

A large Hindu 
carving in 

stone. 

This lies near the last mentioned object. It is 
a large Hindu carving in stone of a fabulous 
alligator, broken in two pieces and mutilated. 
The disirict officer has removed it, as iuter- 
e.'ting fur its curious workmanship and prob- 
able antiquity. 

Uii- 

knuAvn. 

Fair order 

iii 

No 

No. 


CO 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Kiitab Shali’s 
graveyard 

Kiitah Shah’s graveyard has many tombs of 
interest with inscriptions. The place is held 
sacred still. An inscription, now in his 
“ Chillakhana,” is said to record his death 
in 833 Hijri. There are also several carved 
stone pillars ; the one opposite the saint’s 

Ivhadims 

Ditto 

iiZ) 

Yes 

Yes. 
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I 59 


60 


61 


I 62 


63 


Malclah 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Peruah 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


TIieGharikhana 
of the choti 
darga. 


The Kutab 
Shah’s monu- 
ment. 


TIio bara 
darwazah. 


Old bridge . . 


AdinahMasj'id 


head, and said to have been put up more 
recently, has a short inscription. 'I’he monu- 
ment occupies a large space. In the centre 
are the remains of Kutab’s dwelling-house, 
now in ruins ; some of the apartments of the 
house are lined with tiles which yet retain 
their enamel of various bright colours. South 
of the house is an irregular quadrangle, 
enclosed by a brick wall about 1 00 yards in 
diameter. On one side is a square tank edged 
with cut stone, and on another a mosque 
in ruins ; while at the south-west corner are 
the tombs of Kiitab and his father, who was 
also a saint of great repute. 


This has a door of carved brick, with an arch, 'Khadims 
and two large and four small pillars, — all of 
stone — well carved. N ear are two large copper 
drums said to have been presented by Kassim 
Ali, Nawab of Bengal. 

This is built of brick, vdth facings of stone, ] Ditto, 
and there is a good deal of stone carving 
inside, including tlowers in stone work. JStone 
columns lie about. 

This is situated near the preceding object, and | Ditto., 
is built of brick, with stone facing aud stone 
entrance. It bears a long inscription, but has 
no good carvings. 









Whether restoration 

Whether pho* 



District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tiaJition regaiding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Present state of 
pieservation. 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

togruphs, 
p’anSjOr draw- 
inirs of the 
building 
exist. 

Rbuaeks. 

3 , 







Class. 

Kemaiks. 












I 


Fair order 


I ii 


111 


The place is ’ nb 
generally 
ruins. 


in 


Decaying 


Under this bridge are Hindu carvings of an 'Hoad ces.s| In good order 
elephant and god firmly budt into the walls, 
but of no interest. It is spanned by wooden 
beams. 


This is by far the most celebrated building 
in this part of India. Though paitly in 
ruins, it is yet the most remarkable exam- 
ple which exists of Patban architecture, 
it is a quadrangular building, consisting 
chiefly of cloisters, w'hich surround a central 
area of the same form. It extends nearly 
500 feet from north to south, and 300 
feet from east to w'est. According to 


Un- 

knoftn. 


ii5 


ui 


Decay ill g 


la 


No 


Yos 


No 


No 


Yes 


No. 


Yes. 


No. 


No 


Yes. 


The bridge itself is a 
ncketty structure, 
which is a serious 
drawback to traffic, 
and instead of pre- 
seiving it, it would be 
better to pull it down 
and build a new one, 
sending the sculpture.? 
to tho Museum. 



Number. 
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District. 


Locabty. 


Xiime of <'bject. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it- 


Mr. Fergusson, the ground plan and the 
dimensi'ins are exactly similar to those of 
the great mosque at Damascus. The east 
side, through which the building is entered 
by an insignificant door, is odO feet long and 
Ss feet wide between the walls. This space 
is sub-divided by means of transverse brick 
walls and stone pillars into no less than 
127 squares, each of which is covered by a 
small dome. The northern and southern 
sides are constructed on the same pattern, 
hut being shorter, contain only 39 domes 
each. The height of all three is about 
20 feet, including a broad ornamented 
cornice ; towards the quadrangle they open 
inwards with arches, which correspond to 
the squares. On the outside are many 
small windows, highly decorated with 
carved tiles disposed in arches. The west- 
ern side of the building, that which faces 
towards .Mecca, is composed of a central 
apartment, the mosque proper, and two 
wings. 'Jhe Nave is 64 feet from east to 
west, 32 feet from north to south, and 62 
feet in heiglit from the floor to tlie centre 
of the dome by which it is covered. It 
contains the usual niches on the western 
wall, towards which the worshippers turned 
their faces, and a pulpit. These are polished 
and highly carved. The southern wing is 
similar in design to the other sides of the 
building, and contains 90 domes. Its w'est 
front, however, is closed by a blank wall, 
in which are niches corresponding to the 
15 rows of arches which here terminate 
the cloisters. In this wing the common 
people worshipped. The northern wing 
only differs in so far as it contains a 
raised platform for the royal worship- 
pers. This platform, called the Kad- 
shah-ka-takht, is supported upon thick 
columns, and elevated about eight feet from 
the floor. It is 40 feet wide and 80 feet 
long, and covered by domes of very little | 
greater height than those over the rest of the j 
building. The adjacent wall contains four 1 


Cu-stody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 
IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
pi. ms, or draiv- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remares. 



Number. 
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District. 


Locality. 


64 


Maldah 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. ; 


Peruah 


Satasgarh, 
27 towers. 


or 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether bestoeatioh 

IS DESIEABLB AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Bemarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Eeuaeks. 


niches and two doors, which are minutely i 
carved and ornamented with passages from the ! 

: Koran. These doors, through which is the I 
i only entrance to the platform, communicate 
directly with a chamber on the same level with ! 
the platform. The chamber is S'i feet! 
square, and has been covered by nine domes | 
of an even height with all the others. The j 
outer front of the west side, though rendered i 
irregular by the projection of the chamber ! 
is the best preserved portion of the build- ; 
ing, and has been the most highly ornamented. 

It bears an inscription which fixes the ! 
date of the erection of the biulding by i 
Sikandar Shah at A.H. 707, or 1307 A.D. ; 

The stone- work, which is 11 feet high, is ' 
quite plain. The brick-work surmounting 
it, which raises the entire height to feet 
5 inches, is sub-divided into minute portions, 
and is most elaborately carved. 'I'he doors ' 
and windows on this side, which are of 
stone, are the parts which have been executed 
in the best taste. They are of very ' 

different styles, having apparently been taken 
from different Hindu buildings. The carv- 
ings of ihe human figure upon the materials 
have been carefully obliterated by Muham- 
madan masons, but yet traces of them 
can everywhere be detected on a close ins- 
pection. There is no calcareous marble any- 
where in the building. The rougher parts 
are of granite, out of a single block of 
which some of the piEars supporting the 
domes are hewn. The more polished parts 
are made of indurated potstone, impregnated ^ 
with hornblende. It is the great number of ' 
small domes which form the peculiar feature | 
of Pathan architecture of this period. j 

This is supposed to have been the royal palace, | Un- 
altogether enveloped in the most dense , known, 
j ungle. There is little to be seen beyond a ! 
large tank, on the banks of which are | 
numerous small buildings, connected with each j 
other, which have evidently been used as ■ 
baths. Near the tank also theie is a cmious j 
arched passage. I 


Decaying 


iia I Yes 


No 
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Whether restoration 

Whether pho- 









IS 

DESIRABLE AND 

tographs. 


u 

c< 

District 

Lociility. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Present state of 
preservation. 


HUSSIHLE. 

plans, or draw- 
ings of the 

Emeaeks. 







building 


g 







Class. 

Remarks. 

exisl. 


i 

1 

; Go 

Mcaldah ... 

Peruali 

Eklakhi Tomb 

It is so failed, as it is supposed to liave cost a 

Un- 

Decaying 

i\a 

Yes 

Yes 

One of the best 





lakh of rupees. Though the materials are 

know n. 




preserved and 





chiefly brick, ir is the handsomest buildiug 






easily conserv- 





in the place. It forms a square, with a 
frontage of 8(1 feet, roofed by a dome, with a 






able remains in 
Peruah. 





small turret at each corner. The walls out- 











wardly liave been ornamented l>y carved 
tiles, and the dome within has been neatly 
plastered. It is lighted by three small doors, 
one in each side, and internally forms an 











octagon. Much of the ornamented brick- 











work has been carried off Trees have taken 
root round the dome, but they have been 
cut out at tiovemmeut expense. Over the 
entrance is a curious stone with a Hindu 
idol carved on it. It is only slightly injimed. 
About the doorway are other stones, in 
\\ hieh might be detected parts of represen- 
tations of the human figure, the original 



( 








carvings ou which must therefore have been 
Hiudu. 







66 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Soua masjid ... 



Ditto... 

Ditto ... 

hi 

No 

Yes ... 

It is not capable 











of conservation. 

67 

Ditto 

ritto 

Jami masjid ... 


Ditto... 

Ditto 

in 

No 

Record do- 

Ditto. 










sirable 


68 

Ditto 

Old Maldah ... 

Two mosques.. 

These mosques are built partly of carved brick 
aud partly of stone. The smaller one is not 
now used. The laiger one is still in u.se. 

T he pillars at the entrance are of handsomely 
carved stone, and there is an inscription 
over the doorway. It is a large building. 

Ditto . . . 

Ditto 

111 

No 

No 


69 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Towers 

One on each side of the river ornamented by 

Ditto... 

Ditto 


Yes 

Yes ... 






elephants’ tusks cut in stone and apparently 
used as watch towers and hunting lodges. 







7u 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Sij Uargah ... 

A large wall 

Ditto .. 

Ditto 

iii 

No 

No 

Of no interest. 

! 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Tomb of Allal- 
keg. 


Ditto... 

Ditto 

iii 

No 

No 

Ditto. 

72 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Tomb of Pi ince 


Ditto... 

Ditto 

iii 

No 

No 

Ditto. 




Euaetullah. 
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Whether restoration 

Whether pho- 





- 


Custody or 
pt esent use. 

Present sfate of 
piL'Serv.niou. 

IS DE.SIliABLE AND 

t-’graphs. 



District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 


POSSIBLE. 

plans, or draw- 
ings of the 

Remarks. 










building 









Class. 

Remarks. 

exist. 


73 

Maldali 

Near thana 

Caravanserai of 


Un- 

Decaying 

iii 

1 

; No 

T?,Ponrfl iIg- 




Maldah. 

i^’iroz kSiiah. 


known. 



sirable. 


74 

Ditto 

Near Maldah ... 

Jamma maEjid 
(Miliar). 


Ditto .. 














75 

Ditto 

Gaur 

Tomb of Baba 

Of no interest 

Ditto .. 

In fair order 

iii 

No 

No 





iSbab Xbizir. 






76 

Mongliyr ... 

.) amui 

F.irt and stupa 

A noble stupa almost intact. Extensive monas- 

Raja of 

Neglected 

ill 

Yes. Very 

Yes 

Deserve.s permanent 




and mona- 

teries, the whole enclosed in an old fort near 

(iid- 



much desir- 

preserr ation. 




steries. 

Jamui. 

haiir. 



able. 


■ 

77 

Ditto 

Temi'le of Singhi 

'I'emple and 

The temple and hot spring are fabled to be 

Biah- 

Ditto 

ia 

Yes 

No 




Itikbi. 

spring. 

the site of the hermitage of Rishya Sringa 
of the Ramayana. 

mans. 





1 

' 78 

Ditto 

Sitakund 

Spring, &c. ... 

A great place of pilgrimage and much fre- 

Ditto . . . 

Well cared for ... 

ni 

No 

No .and not They are of no interest. 

: 

1 




quented. 





needed. 

One or two pieces of 
the late Gupta sculp- 
ture alone exist to 
mark the age of the 
original temples. 

79 

Ditto 

Moiighyr fort ... 

The Zanziri 

One of the finest masjids of the late Mughal 


Destroyed 


Destroyed 

Yes 

This was the finest and 




Mas j id. 

period, and well worthy of prcs«-rvation. 



oldest masjid in the 
district, and occupies 











the site of an old 










i 

1 

Buddhist temple. It 
is said to have been 











broken up by the 
owner of the land 










1 

whereon it stood, and 

o 

00 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Dai-gas and 

Several old darjtas and masjids have been 

Private 

Well cared for .. 

iifi 

Yes 

No 

1 

the stones used partly 
to build a dwelling- 

i 



Masjids. 

utilised as dwelling-houses, and are in good 
order. A few are inscribed. 

owners. 



house, and partly to 
build the great clock 
tower and archway in 

i 

t 



Rock inscrip- 

This is said to have been the place where 






the fort of Monghyr, 
which was ‘ ‘ presented” 
to the of Monghyr 

81 

Ditto 

Hasanpur 

Un- 

Neglected 

ii6 

Yes 

No 

by the owner of the 



thm, sculp- 

Indradyumna, the last Hindu king, buried 

known. 



late Zanziri masjid. It 
is much to be regretted 




ture, and 

his treasures. There are remains of a loit 






that before destruc- 




fort. 

and of rook inscriptions, &c. 






tion no plans or draw- 
ing were made ; a 











single good drawing 
in colors, of the mas- 
jid. is «aid to exist, 











and should be secure«l 

82 

Ditto 

Nongarh 

Stupa 

The stupa and the red stone statue found in 

Ditto... 

Ditto 

iid 

Yes 

Yes See 

for the museum if 
possible. The exhu- 
med sculpture, chiefly 
Buddhist, of the Gup- 




it are of great interest. 





volume iii, ‘ 










Archoeolo i 

ta period, has been 










gical Rfc - 1 

placed in the local pri- 











vate museum of Gen- 










port. 1 

eral Murray, but some 
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Whether restoration 

Whether 



District. 

Locality. 

Niitne of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody 01 
present 

Present state of 
preservation. 

IS DESIRABLE AKD 

POSSIBLE. 

photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 

Eemaeks. 

u 




use. 



building 


s 

p 







ChlSS. 

Remarks. 

exist. 


83 

Mongliyr ... 

Lakhisarai 

Stupa and 

Tbe remains of a stupa recently explored by 

Hn- 

In ruins 

iia- 

Yes 

Yes. See 

fine specimens are in 


sculpture. 

General Cunningbam. Numerous very fine 

known. 




volume iii, 

Hamilton and Co. of 




pieces of sculpture exist here. 





Arcbmolo- 

Calcutta. 









gical Ee- 
port. 



84 

Ditto 

Eajaona 

Sculpture 

Tbe finest sculptures in tbe whole of Bihar 

Ditto . . . 

Buried and neg- 

iia 

Yes 

Y es, of a 

Extensive and careful 

not yet seized and carried off to temples 


lected. 



few. 

desirable ; and preser- 





and museums are to be found here, as well 
as beautiful specimens of pillars elaborately 
sculptured. 






vation of what is 
found. 

85 

Ditto 

Naulakliagarli ... 

Fort 

An ordinary fort with rubble stone walls and 
an arched entrance. 

Ditto.... 

In good order, 
but of no 

iii 

No 

Yes. In 
volume viii, 








strength. 



Archaeolo- 
gical Ee- 
ports. 


86 

Ditto 

Shekpura 

Tank, remains 

Two fine tanks and some minor remains 

Ditto .. 

Neglected 

ii« 

Exploration and 

No 


of a fort and 

not in Shekpura, but in tbe vicinity, vuthin 




preservation 






temples. 

a radius of six miles, are well worthy of pre- 
servation. 




of a portion 
desirable. 



87 

Ditto 

Temples in Kaua 
Kol Hills. 

Temples 

These are temples of no great age, but built on 
and incorporating parts of old J ain temples. 

Jain 

priests. 

Some are aban- 
doned. 

ii5 

Yes 

No 

Of some interest, and 
should be cared for 
by Government. 

88 

Ditto 

Surajgarali 

Eemains 

It is a very old site ... ••• 

Un- 

known. 

Unknown 

ii« 

Unknown 

No 

Well worthy of careful 
exploration and con- 
servation. 

89 

Ditto 

Kabar Tal 

Temple 

This is on an island in tbe large Kabar lake 

Ditto . . . 

Ditto 

iia 

Yes 

No 

Not explored, but appa- 

north of tbe Ganges. 






lently well worthy of 
conservation. 

90 

Pumeah ... 

Dhumdaba 

Fort and 

Buchanan notices the place, but it has not been 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

iia 

Unknown ... 

No 



temples. 

examined since. 







91 

Ditto 

Sikbar on tbe 

Temple 

Said to be deserving of conservation 

Ditto... 

Ditto 

.. 

iia 

Ditto 

No 

. 



Mahananda. 



Ditto 


Ditto 

No 


‘ 92 

Ditto 

Nathpur 

Temples 

Said to be of great interest 

Ditto . . , 

iia 


! 93 

Ditto 

Dbaka 

Ditto 


Ditto . . . 

Ditto 

iia 

Ditto 

No 

Noticed by Buchanan. 

It is supposed to be 











well worthy of pre- 
servation. 

94 

Santal Per- 

Hadat, about 

Ajamma mas- 

This is a very beautiful building, built in 1592 

Ditto... 

In very bad con- 

iia 


No 

The ruins occupy 

gunnahs. 

four miles from 

jid. 

by Man Singh, Akbar’s Eajput General. It 


dition. 




an extensive 


tbe town of 
Eajmabal 

^^'as oiig'ninlly inteiicied for a temple, but was 
afterwards tiumed iuto the jamma masjid for 






area. 






fear of tbe Emperor. 


’ 




- 
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DUtnct. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tr-adition regaiding it. 

Custody or 
p» esent 

Present state of 
preset \ation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Wlieiher 
photographs, 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 

Remaeks. 

« 

rQ 

S 






Class 

j Remarks. 

1 

building 

exist. 


95 

Sautal Per- 
gunnahs. 

Rajmalial 

A bridge 

This bridge, which was built about 250 years 
ago, has five piers, and is a very fine 
Mussulman structure. It measures 236 feet 
in length, 24 feet wide roadway, 28 feet sis 
inches centre elevation, three feet five indies 
height of balustrade, and two I'eet six inches 
width of balustrade. It has six pointed 
arclies of 10 feet span, five piers with cutwaters 
at both the wings, and four round bastions, 
one at each corner, with top for prayer. 

Rnad Gess 
Com- 
mittee. 

In good con- 
dition. 


Yes 

No 


96 

Ditto 

In the town of 
Rajmahal. 

A large mos- 
que. 

Tliis mosque was built about 250 years ago. 
Some years back it was converted into a 
residence by the railway officials, but its outer 
aspect is not altered. 

Railway 

In good state of 
preservation. 

iib 

Yes 

No 


97 

Ditto 

In the village of 
Bahadur pur, 
twelve miles 

north of Pakaur. 

A Hindu tem- 
ple. 

Of unknown age ... ... ... 

Un- 

known. 

Unknown 

ii5 

Yes 

No 


98 

Ditto 

In the town of 
Deoghar. 

Hindu temples 

These temples, built about 385 years ago, 
are the famous Baijnath Temples, and are 
used as places of worship, where a large 
number of pilgrims assemble every year. 

The group of temples, 22 in number, are 
surrounded by a high wall enclosing an 
extensive courtyard paved with Chunar 
fieestone, which serves to keep the courtyard , 
clean. All the temples but three are dedi- i 
cated to Mahadev ; the remaining three are i 
dedicated to his wife, Gaura Parbati. The | 
pinnacles of the male and female temples ■ 
are connected by silken ropes 40 or 50 yards | 
in length, from which depend gaudily- ! 
coloured cloths, wreaths, and garlands of , 
flowers and tinsel, the whole symbolising the 
bond of marriage. 

rhey are 
in u^e. 

In good order . . . 

iii 

No 

1 

i 

i 

1 

No 

j 

The temples are 
of no interest to 
the arch geologist, 
however inter- 
e.^ting to the 
Hindu pilgrim. 

99 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Turan ... 

At the western entrance to the town of Deo- : 
ghar is a masonry platform about 6 feet iu | 
height and 20 feet square, supporting three 1 
large monoliths of contorted gneiss rock of | 
great beauty ; two are vertical, and the third i 
is laid upon the heads of the two uprights j 

as a horizontal beam. These massive stones ■ 

1 

In use... 

Grood order 

ib 

Yes 

No 

1 

This is known as the 
Hindola, and is one of 
the few undestroyed 
and unconverted relics 
of the old Bud Ihist 
perk'd, and the only 
one on which Mr. 

Begl ir rongly re* 

commends Govern- 

ment to spend the 
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Lfu ulity. 

Xitnie of olijeot. 

1 

1 

1 

Ar.y local history or trailition regarding it. ■ 

Cu^^tndy or 

Present stnte of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE, 

Whether pho- 
togrtiphs 
plans, or draw- 

Eemabks. 

\ 1 

i ■,< 




! 

1 

1 


CllSS. 

H emaiks. 

building 

exist. 


; 

, 

i 

i 

i 

I 

i 




are 12 feet in length, each weighing upwards 
of seven tons ; they are quadrilateral, each 
face being 24 feet, or 10 feet round each 
stone. The horizontal beam is retained in 
its place by moitise and tenon. By wliom, 
or when, these ponderous stones w'ere elected, 
no one knows. Tliere is a faint attempt at 
sculpture at each end of the vertical faces of 
the horizontal beam, representing either 
elephants' or crocodiles’ heads. 






money required to keep 
it in permanent repair, 
if it cannot be other- 
wise kept up. 

100 

Siiiital Per- 
gumiiilis. 

liajiULluil 

Two mn.?jids.., 

There are two fine masjids of ancient date 
iu the city. 

In u.?e . 

In good order .. 

\h 

Yes 

No 

Desen'o to be kept in 
good order. 

101 

I »itto 

Ditto 

Ma.'jid 

One of the oldest, finest, and most worthy 
of preservation iu old Rajtnahal. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

nh 

YYs 

No 


102 

Ditto 

Sliadipur 

Temples 

Fine old temples well worth preservation 

Un- 

known. 

In use 

ix'i 

I’es 

No 

Of these five temples, 
some are, Mr. Beglar 
believes, claimed by 
private individuals 

who ought to be made 
to keep them up. 

103 

Dilt'i 

Sarath 

Ditto 

Said to contain temples but old ... 

In use... 

Ditto 

iih 

Yes 

No 


104 

Ditto ... 

Karaon 

Temple 

Said to contain temples, but old ... 

Ditto . 

Ditto . . 

hb 

Yes 

No 


105 

Ditto 

Blla^Linath 

Ditto 

Kept up by the Pujaris. Enshrines au in- 
scribed sculpture of the 10th century. 

Pujaris 

Ditlo 

iib 

Yes 

No 


106 

Ditto 

Noui 

Ditto 

Said to contain old temples 

Un- 

known. 

Unknown 

ii/i 

Yes 

No 


107 

Ditto 

Bud 

Ditto 

Said to contain old temples 

In US3 

Ditto . . 

ii5 

Yes 

No 


GO 

i'itto 

E;ijmalial 

Baradari 

The Baradari is situated on a high knoll, and 
must have once been a most yucturesque 
feature in the landscape. As it is, even iu 
its ruins, with its numerous domes rising, 
as it W'ere, tier on tier, forming a pyramid 
of domes, it forms a conspicuous and pic- 
turescyue ruin. It is not, however, worthy 
of beiug repaired, not only because it forms 

Un- 

known. 

hi ruins 

iii 

No 

No 

DrawlBgs desirable. 



Numljcr. 
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TVnETHER RCSTORATION 
IS DbSIR.ABLE AND 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw - 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custwly or 
present use. 

Prt'sent state of 
preservation. 

POSSIBLE. 





1 

huiliiinj} 







CI.iss. j Reni'irlis, 

exist. 


109 


Santnl Per- 
gunnahs. 


llajmalial 


Masjid 


no tj'pieal example, but because it is in sueb 
a dilapidated state that it would cost a 
larger expenditure than would be justifiable 
when so many other ruins of liistorical im- 
portance and architectural skill lie all over 
the province uncared for through want of 
funds. It was once a masjid ; but the 
curious point in it is that there are 
chambers at the hack and sides, evidently 
intended as residences, and undoubtediy 
used as such. Mr. Beglar tliinks that a set 
of vaulted chambers exist below, or at least 
that the walls and the wh(de building is 
buried to a considerable depth in accumula- 
tion of ruins and in later modifications of floors. 
The floors of the portion which he eonside-s 
must have been used as a dwelling have 
been everywhere extensively dug into by 
people iu search of treasure, but whetlier 
successfully or not is not Unoxvn. 

The masjid may be roughly described as an 
obloi g building, about 220 feet long bj’’ 65 
feet wide, standing and completely filling i 
the west end of a court '220 feet wide and | 
about 500 feet long, which was once arca'ied j 
or p ovided with niches along its entire 
inner face. A gatewmy at the east end — , 
once noble, now in picturesque ruin gives 
access to the court, which is overgrowm with 
thorny scrub, and interspersed with tombs 
and pitfalls. i 


The facade once consisted of five archways in 
tlie pointed Saracenic style, of 17 to IS feet , 
clear span, the central one being larger than 
the rest, and provided wdth a projecting demi- ! 
portico with octagonal towers at the tw'o j 
corners. The protico was pierced by a noble ; 
archway 23 feet wide in space. Over the i 
central archwmy ran a corridor with small j 
windows terminated at either end hy massive 
square tow'ers, continuati ms upwards of the 
abutments of tlie great arch below. Corre- 
sponding features, but without the archway, 
form the back facade. A battlement comic'' 


Un- 

known. 


Neglected 


ui 


Yes 


No 


1?EM.1UKS. 


The main viiult needs 
only repairs in portions, 
and renewal of about 
a fourth of its sheet- 
inj/. 

The domes in the south- 
ern half of the masjid 
and the smaller domes 
elsewhere are in good 
order, and need only 
petty iLpairs. At the 
south end the battle- 
ments (at a lieight 
of 33 feet from the 
present ground level) 
and the corr ice need 
renewal, not as restor- 
ations, Dut t( prevent 
juTcolation of rain into 
the body of the walls. 
The front tewer and 
Corridor nee I exten- 
sive repair, uhe octo- 
gonal towers and the 
arehe.s, both interior 
and exterior and the 
interior lloor. need but 
little repair. Mr 
Peirlar eon.Mdors tha< 
about Rs. 30 per lu( 
square Jeet of roofed 
surface r)f the southern 
half including the great 
central nave and its 
noble vault, will be 
sufficient. But the 


Num>icr. 
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BHAGALPUR DIVISION — continued. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local histoiy or tnidition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use, 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 
IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class.! 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, plans,| 
or dr iwins;s of 
the building 
exist. 


of the curved pattern which is so nnmistake- 
able a feature, not only cf the grand monu- 
mental architecture of Bengal Broper, hut 
of every hut in that province, ran at a height 
of about 30 feet above the ground along tlie 
front and rear facades. It was broken at the 
great central arch in front and its corre- 
sponding projection at the back by the square 
massive towers and windowed corridor already 
mentioned as surmounting the central jrreat 
archway. Four octagonal towers rise at the 
four extreme corners of the masjid, terminated 
by short flat-domed tops and spires, and the 
domes between these on either side at the 
front and hack and the projecting high 
central piece complete the facade. In the 
inteiior it is divided into a great central 
nave, 50 feet long by 30 feet wide, and 
two aisles on either side. On the outer 
sides of the aisles run a series of four 
sm;.ll two-storied chambers intended pro- 
bably for the female congregation, or 
possibly as residences or oratories for 
the officiating priests. In the thickness 
of the wall on the outer sides of these two- 
stoiied chambers, which form the outer 
north and south walls of the masjid, were 
stairs leading up to the upper row of cham- 
bers and on to the roof. 


The main nave is roofed by a noble vault 
running from end to end, and screened 
from the front and back facades by tiie 
towers and windowed corridors mentioned 
before. This vault rises from a higher 
level than the rest of the roof of the build- 
ing, and, being of the usual pointed style, 
rises to a great height (40 feet above 
the floor) above the domes which roof 
the aisles, and is a special feature of 
the constructive arrangements. The lofty 
towers and windowed corridors which serve 
as a sert-en to it in front and hack, form 
commanding features of the exterior style of 
architecture, and, in the absence of any 


, Eemaeks 


northern, half -s a ru in 
incapable of being re- 
paired. Mr, Beglar 
apprehends that "the 
shock of the spontane- 
ous fall of the heavy 
arches and domes 
(which are tottering 
and must very soon 
give) will perhaps re- 
sult in the destruction 
of the great vault itself 
He therefore recom- 
mends that those por- 
tions which cannot be 
repaired and cannot be 
trusted to stand without 
heavy repairs be dis- 
mantled, and that the 
rest be left standing. 
Care should, however, 
be taken to weed out 
trees that root them- 
selves in the walls. 

The cost will roughly 
be - 

V>D X 65 =« 8,125 Rs. 
squ.ire feet, at 
Es. 30 per lOO 
Square leet . 2,437 

Demolishing tot- 
tering portions 
and making 
safe the por- 
tions likely to 
stand, lump sum 150 

Jungle cutting 
and petty re- 
pairs to gate 
and walls, lump 
sum ... 150 


Total ... 2,737 
Contingencies at 
10 per cent. ... 273 


Total 


3,010 


or, say roughly 3,000 
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a 


District. 


Locality. 


110 


111 


112 


Santal Per- 
gunnahs. 


Teriaorarlii 


Ditto ...1 Lakhragarh ... 


Ditto 


Kankjul 


Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether eestoeatios 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, plans, 
or drawings of 


1 

Clas 

!.| Remarks. 

the building 
exist. 


inscriptions, its date may, with fair certainty, 
be fixed at the first half of the 14th century 
A. D. 





1 


The aisles are cut up, for convenience of 
roofing, into squares by cross-shaped pillars, 
and covered by domes of about 21 feet 
diameter. They spring at a lower level 
than the great vault. Lastly, the four two- 
storied ohiimbers at either end are covered 
by four corresponding small domes at each 
end, also rising at a somewhat higher level 
than the domes of the aisles. 





• 


It will thus be seen that the lines of the facade 
are not only broken up with considerable 
artistic skill in plan, but also, and even more 
boldly, in elevation — a feature which soon 
ceased to characterise Muhammadan buildings, 
as their power and the corresponding art ; 
talent in their kingdom decayed. 

1 





Ruins of fort 

Coins in laro’e numbers were found here and 
are found still occasionally. 

i 

Un- 

known 

Dilapidated 

iii 

i 

No 

No ... .j. 

Fort 

Said to contain remains 

Ditto ... 

Unknown 

iii 

No 

No 

City 

The ancient capital of the district 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

iii 

No 

No ... 


Reuabes. 


a state to be 



Number. 
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CHITTAGOIVG^ DI-VISIO^^^. 


District. 


L^calitv. 


Name of olgect. 


Any local histor}’ or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
prosfiit u<e. 


Present state of 
pre-erv.ition. 


1 j Chittagong Chikunclandi, ' Ma^^jid 
thana Hatha- ! 


2 Ditto 

3 Ditto 

4 Ditto 

5 Ditto 

6 Ditto 

7 Ditto 

8 Ditto 

I 

9 ! Ditto 


Futtehpnr, thana I Ditto 
Hathazari. 1 


Hathazari ... j Ditto 

I 

Mnsojidda, thana j Ditto 
Kumaria. 

Adniirpara, thana Tomb 
Kumaria. 


. . . Supposed to have been built 500 years ago 


Supposed to have been built about 400 years 
ago. 


Hyldar, thana Masjid ... Built about 200 years ago 

Kumaria. 

Sitakund, thana Temple of | Built about 450 years ago 

I Sitakund. Sliambhu Nath i 


Katgnr, thana i Temple of I Built about 400 years ago 
Sitakund. I Bhairabkund. ! 


Sitakund 


Temple 


... Twenty-four miles to the north of the Town 
of (ihittagong, on the western slope of the 
Sitakund or Chandranatii hill, there is a 
shrine dedicated to Siva, where large numbers 
of pilgrims from all parts of Bengal gather 
annually on the occasion of the Siva Cha- 
turdasi, the 14th day of the moon sacred 
to Siva (usually in February >. There are 
numerous shrines surrounding Chandranath. 


10 

Ditto 

Anderkilla, thana 



Town Station 

11 

1 

Ditto 

R ahm at gan j, 
thana Town Sta- 



tion. 

12 

Ditto 

Ilamzarbag, thana 


Whethke kestoeatios 

Whether pho- 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

tosraphs. 

P0>SIBLK. 

plans, or draw- 


ings of the 


building 

Cl;l^s EeraailvS. 

exist. 

iiiJ. 'I 

1 


ii^i. J 

iiff. Yes 


iii. No 
iii. No 


REMATiEs. 


Town Station. 


umber. 
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13 


District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custc'tly or 
pretei.t use. 

Pie^ent state of 
preservutiLii. 

Whether bestoeation 

IS DtSIBABLK AND 

Possible. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Rekabes 

Class. 

1 

Iteniavks, 

Chittagong 
Hill Tracts. 

Lungten Range... 

Tomb 

! 

t 

1 

Here are the ruins of a Kuki Raja’s grave. 
The shape of the tomh, which is built of 
stone, is described to be that of a cross, with 
one arm dilapidated, the dimensions of the 
main line being 30 feet by 8 feet and of the 
arms about 15 feet by 8 feet. 



•••••« 

ii5 

» • • • • t 

No 

I in explored and 
unknown. 

1 


Number. 


CHOT^ nSTA^OPORE 


District. 


Hazaribagh 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Mabaudi Hill 


Ditto ... : Kuuda 


Temples 


The castle of 
the (dd llajas 
of Kuuda. 


Any local history or tradition regard! ‘ g it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
presei vation. 


There are four rock- cut temples at Mahaudi, 
three being close to each other, and the 
fourth on the far side of the hill, about two 
miles distant from the others The first 
three consist of rectangular rooms from 5 
to 8 feet long and broad, and from o to 6 feet 
high, cut in large sandstone boulders, with 
small ogee-doorways about 41 by 2| feet cut 
through squai’e sunk panels. The ceilings 
and floors are flat solid stone. One temple had 
a carved sun-flu wer in the centre of the ceiling 
of the room and of the overhanging porch ; also 
two small sun-flowers in the spaudrils of the 
doorway, and an elephant on one side, — all cut 
in relief. Another had no ornament at all ; 
while the third had string and cornice lines 
of ogee shapes projecting altogether about 
four inches from the face, a niche on 
each side sunk in the rock, and a lily over 
the doorway in relief. The outside of the 
boulders were quite rough, except in the most 
ornamental temple, and this was shaped round, 
with a ridge resembling an inverted boat, the 
ridge being the keel. Inside tliey contained 
some remains of the linga ornament, and one 
had three niches in its walls. Tliere were no 
inscriptions on any of them. One is brown out- 
side, the others quite black. On the whole, they 
are very plain and rough, and have very little 
claim to be considered architectu al remains. 

Thej- are curious, and tlmt is about all that 
cau he said for them The fourth temple is 
in genei al appearance similar to the re.'-t. being 
cut out of sandstone rock, but somewhat larger. 

It has three squjire rooms— a central one, 
with a room on either side entered by square- 
headed doorways. 

This fort is rather imposing from a distance, 'UnkiioW! 
being a pai allelogram, some 28U feet long | 
by 170 feet broad, with an average height ! 
of 80 feet. It has a square central entrance ! 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND ' 


POSSIBLE. 

Class. 

Remarks. 


la. 


Yes 


Whether pho- 
togrnphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Hemarks. 


No 


Decaying 


iii No 


No 



N'nmVer. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tr.adition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


tower on tlie west front, and four square 
corner towers, with straight hattlemented walls 
between them. It was admirably adapted for 
the warfare of past times, being situated on a ; 
tongue of land which projects iuto a basin sur- j 
rounded by hills, except on the east side, where i 
it commands a gorge. On three sides it is 
virtually inaccessible, as the land shelves off 
abruptly into deep ravines holding nalas in the , 
rainy season. On the west side alone is there ; 
anjdhing like a feasible approach, and even here ; 
one has to descend into low ground before rising I 
to the level of the gateway. The site ap- i 
pears, therefore, to have been carefully select- 
ed for purposes of defence. 

On approaching nearer from the west, the 
appearance, arehitectitrally, is rather dis- j 
appointing, being plain and poor. ! 

The central tower is about bO feet wide by 
40 feet high, rising on one side to 50 feet, and 
projecting about ‘20 feet from the main walls, ' 
the tops of which are about 25 feet from 
the ground. The entrance gateway, now ' 
fallen down, was on the north side of this ' 
tower. Passing on a second gateway in the 
west main wall is traversed and the euclosure 
is reached. ' 

The four walls are flanked by towers 20 feet 
square, projecting at right angles, like the 
central tower, about 15 feet, and facing each 
other. Two of the corner towers are of the 
same height as the main walls, and two are 
about five feet higher. The walls are stepped | 
at each tower with the falling ground on 
which the fortress is built, being highest on - 
the west side, about five feet lower on the 
north and south, and five feet lower still on 
the east, in which there is a small postern 
gateway with masonry steps outside lead- 
ing down to the valley beneath. The 
battlements of the walls, where perfect, 
have two iiTegular row's of small square 
loopholes, one just above the stiing course, 
the other about two feet higher, and as 
much from the top of the walls, so that the 
defenders could fire over the walls from 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

Class. 

Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Ebjiauks. 



dumber. 
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CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION — con tinned. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
nreseut use. 


the level of their feet and from an inter- 
mediate height, i.e., standing up. sitting, 
and lying down. The central tower has three 
distinct tiers of loopholes, two of which are 
square and one long, beneath the lookout or 
side donjon tower, which is also square and 
long, and loop-holed for archery or musketry. 
The corner towers have two tiers of loop 
holes, one of which is long, the other square. 
These towers appear to have had floors and 
roofs, traces of which now remain, and 
to have entirely housed the garrison, as no 
signs of buildings are to be seen elsewhere. 
'Ihey contain small masonry circular stair- 
cases, approached from the courtyard, giving 
accees to the several rooms, and to the tops 
of the walls. 

Inside the fort the ground is irregular, and 
appears to have contained no buildings It 
is now overgrown with jungle. 

Perhaps the most curious object in the fortress 
is the well, which is beneath the north- 
western tower and is appi oached by a steep 
subterranean masonry staircase arched over- 
head. The mouth of the well is about 30 
feet below the ground level, and six feet in 
diameter, but is now completely filled up 
with earth and masonry rubbish. 

Architecturally the fortress is decidedly poor. 
A pair of small common-place half octagon 
limestone shafts remain on one side of the 
main entrance, and this is with the exception 
of a few stone steps all the cut work about 
the place. 


Present s^ate of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 
IS desirable and 
POSSIBLE. 


Cla’is 


Rt^marks. 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or 
drawings of the| 
building exist. 


REMAPvKS. 


i Tlie other doorw’ays are square, having wooden 
! lintel heads. The buildiugs and w^ebs are 
i composed of small irregular pieces of lime- 
I stone, with brick string courses and battle- 
ments. The whole was once apparently 
. plastered, but this has now for the most 
■ part worn off. exposing by no means a good 
; specimen of rubble masonry. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or j Present state of 
present use. preservation. 


Whbthh-r eestor.vtion 

IS DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

Class. 

Remaiks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
esist. 


The hnttlemeiits are machicolated as already i 
described, but are not broken up in the ; 
usual castellated style, alternate opening and ■ 
solid; they have, however, ogee-headed pro- j 
iections, thus giving the appearance of being 
broken up. j 

The walls are all pei-jiendicular, and from three ' 
to six feet thick, and built with nearly pure ; 
lime mortar ; but the fort is indefensible 
against artillery. • 


Eeharks. 


Hazaribagh Katras 


Ditto 


Temple and 
mounds. 


I XJn- 

kuowu. 


Decaying 


i« Yes 


Ramgarh in Uam-, Temples, caves, 

I rock inserip- 
^ ’ * tion and sculp- 

ture. 


This is beyond question the most ancient as i Ditto . ; In ruius 
well as the most important site in the whole ^ 
of the Chota Nagpore Division. The hill is ; 
unquestionably the famous Chitrakuta hiU of | 
the Ramayana, the scene of Ram’s Lila, and j 
of which one of the caves is still known as : 

Sita’s cave. The two caves here are both | 
inscribed, the inscriptions being in the oldest ; 

Asoka or Lat characters. The ceiling of one ' 


ia i Yes 



As a typical specimen in 
stone of tciiii>Ies of this 
class, and as one of 
great a itiquity, this 
temple deserves careful 
conservation. Stjuared 
stones are lying in 
the vicinity, and the ! 
work can be done i 
che’aply. Examination 1 
of the adjacent mound i 
and exhumation of the j 
ghat are also objects 
worthy of some expen* 
diture, there being few 
Specimens (in fact with 
the exception of the 
ruiDvS of the ghat, at 
Budha Gaya, which is 
now repaired, none that 
. Mr. Beglar is aware of) , 

I of ancient ghat archi- 
tectu o. For these 
rea'On.s it is important 
to exhume andconserv'e 
what is unquestionably [ 
j an ancient ghat. [ 

! Rs, ' 

; For temple 750 

j ,, excavation ... 250 

! „ ghat 25u 

1 


j That something should 
*■ ■ ‘ ■ bo done to prevent 

wholesale destruction 
will be apparent when 
it is mentioned that 
Mr. Beglar actuallysaw 
stones which had been 
moved, and jambs of 
doorways which had 
been uprooted for con- 
veyance to Lakhanour 
to adorn or be utilized 
in building the barbaric 
! female prisons for the 
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CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION— 








Whether restoration 








IS DESIRABLE AND 

Whether pho- 







POSSIBLE. 

tographs. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Cn-stody or 
present use. 

Present state of 


plans, or draw- 
ings of the 

preservation. 

i 







^ 1 

building 







Class. 1 Remarks. 

i 

exist. 


Eemaeks. 


of the caves had still, when Mr. Beglar saw 
it, traces of painting which cannot he later 
than the paintings in the Ajunta eaves of 
Bombay, and may he earlier. The natural 
tunnel under the hill, through which rushes 
a small rivulet, is noticed in the Itamayana 
(Griffith, Volume II, page 205, Bk. II, 
contd. LIV, and Volume II, page 389, 
Bk. 11, contd. XCVII), tis well as the cave of 
Sita (Volume II, page 382, Bk. II, contd. 
XCVII) : it is also noticed hy the poet Kali 
Dasa (Wilson’s Translation of the Megha- 
cluta as well as the Raghuvansa, yet untrans- 
lated). Mr. Beglar does not see what can 
be done at a small cost to save the caves 
from being appropriated and blackened by 
the fires of wundering fakirs, beyond sur- 
rounding them with a high iron railing 
provided with a door which may be locked. 
The main track from Bisrampur, the capital 
of Sirguja, to Bilaspur, the head-quarters of 
the Bilaspur Division, Central Provinces, 
passes within five miles of the hill, and a 
small branch to the Eamgurh hill would not 
cost much, and would render the place acces- 
sible. On the liill itself and on its slopes lie 
numerous pieces of sculpture, some unique, 
all dating to the early Brahmiuical revival 
period, about the 3rd century, and a plain 
temple dating to the later period about the 


1 




9th or 10th century. i 


i 

' 

Hazarihagh 

I Madhuhan, at 

foot of Paris- 
j Hath Hill. 

Temple and 

sculpture. 

[ 

... j 

1 

i i 

: i 

In ruins 

i 

1 

1 


Lakhanpur Raja’s 
unfortunate Ranis. He 
has seen many sculp- 
tures some of them 
worthy of close study, 
and which could only 
have been carried j 
from Ramgurh built j 
into the walls of his } 
house He has also 
heard that inscriptions 
have been carried ofl 
by the Raja. 

Rs, 

Railing in and clear- 
ing the sites of 
caves ... ... 750 

Collecting the sculp- 
tures, repairing the 
steps and temple 
and Chaubutras 
(including draw- 
ings and photo- 
graphs) 5,000 


No ... 1 Mr. Beglar visited this j 
, place many years ago, I 
' and his memory does 
; not help him beyond , 
i the bare fact that a ! 
j temple of cut stone in ; 
i a decaying condition, j 
I inshrining sculptures, i 
; exists, besides several ! 
I fragments and ruins ‘ 
I round-about. That the i 
place dates from an [ 
early period cannot be i 
doubted, but he cannot ' 


at this distance of time , 
fix the epoch, beyond ' 
this, that they belong ! 
to a period earlier than ^ 
the 12th century. The | 
place deserves examin- 1 



Nombor. 
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District. 



Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regaiding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present stMte of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

CIiiss. 

Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
to;:raphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


6 Hazaribagli Dumduma 


Temples and Said to have once been tlie capital of the coun- 
sculpture. try and seat of the Eaja. 


In ruins, and daily Yes 
becoming worse. 


Eemaeks. 


ation, and the temple, 
which, from what he 
can now remember of 
it, ^ must have been 
Jain, well deserves 
conservation. If Jain, 
it is the only Jain 
temple in the neigh- 
bourhood with any 
pretensions to antiqui- 
ty. 

Es. 

Conservation of 
temple 500 

The remains here are 
numerous and of great 
interest j although most 
of the^ temples are 
small in size, they 
^e of very great 
interest, as the greater 
number date to as early 
as the Oth or 7tn 
century, a period of 
which w© have few 
records. The sculp- 
tures include some of 
excellent execution and 
in fair preservation, 
and comprise fagures of 
til© sun and of other 
Brahminical divinities. 
There are a very few 
Buddhist sculptures. 
Both from the style 
and ornamentation of 
the temples and the 
excellence of the sculp- 
tures, the place de- 
serves every attention 
that can be bestowed 
on it. In the Hazari- 
bagh district it is, to 
Mr. Beglar’s know- 
ledge, the place of 
most interest. On the 
rocks across the river 
are numerous inscrip- 
tions, most of them in 
excellent preservation ; 
these are gradually 
being worn away by 
the feet of cowherds, 
and by the sbarpening 
of the wood-cutter’s 
axes on the smoot h 
surfaces. Mr. Beglar 
secured copies of all 
that he could hear of, 
but during his stay of 
only three days he 
could not possibly have 
exhausted all the 
objects of interest. 
He strongly recom- 

I mends that some of the ■ 



Number. 
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CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION— 


District. 


Locality. 


Isame of 
object. 


Any Icc.il history or tradition regarding it. 


Cnstody or 
present use. 


Hazaribagh 


Ditto 


Chatra 


Kullnia Hill, near 
tiie Ldlajari, 
■where it i.^sues 
from the hills. 


Euins 


Eock inscrip- 
tion and sculp- 
ture. 


Chatra is no'w a great centre of trade and 
appears to have been so even in ancient 
times. 


N 0 tradition or history 


Ditto 


Bifchtmgarh 


Temples and 
sculpture. 


No traditions or history, but the place -was till 
lately said to have been a great local tiade 
centre. 


Prt'sent statft of 
pieservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DHSIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Kemarks. 


Whether dIio- 
tograplis, 
plans, or draw- 
intrs of the 
building 
exist. 


Hn- 

known. 


Ditto . . . 


Ditto 


Unkno'wn 


Being destroyed 
by -weather. 


In ruins 


111 


No 


ii« 


Y 


es 


iii ; No 


No 


No 


No 


Rehabes. 


sculptures be removed 
for safety to the 
Calcutta Museum, aod 
the rest prevented 
from being further 
mutilated and des- 
troyed. Excavation in 
the buried debris of the 
temples would almost 
certainly yield results 
of interest, and he 
strongly recommends 


of 


it. 

For carriage 
sculpture 

F or excavation . . . 

For copies of in- 
scriptions, plans 
and drawings of 
exhumed objects 
of interest 


Rs. 

150 

500 


100 


The place is said to con- 
tain old remains, but 
as the earliest men- 
tion of the place is 
said by Mr. Beglar to 
have been made in 
about the 16th century 
there cannot be much 
of great importance. 

The inscriptions date to 
between the 8th and 
12th centuries ; they 
appear to be almost 
exclusively Buddhist, 
but are in very bad 
order. The sculptures 
date to about the samej 
period, but are both 
Brahminical and Bud- 
dhist. The place is 
little known, difficult of 
access, and has not 
been thoroughly ex- 
amined ; a proper ex- 
amination is neces- 
sary. 

Es. 

For examination 50 


There are numerous i 
small temples here, andi 
some with inscriptions I 
From the inscriptions, iti 
is clear the temples are 
modern, and are not 
otherwise of much 
interest. Mr. Beglar’s 
copies of the inscrip- 
tions have been mis- 
laid, and no one else 
that ho knows of has 
copied or publish 



CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION 




10 


11 


12 


Ditto 


Ditto 


13 ; Ditto 


14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Hazaribagli 


Mahudi Hill, 20 
miles nortli- 
west of llazari- 
bagh. 


bbadli Badam, 
20 miles south 
of Hazaribagli. 


Rock inscrip- 
tion. 


Ruins of 
temples and 
sculpture. 









Whether restoration 

===== 








Is DESIKABLK AND 

VVhetherphoto- 

, 

District, 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custfjdy or 

Present state of 

lOSbiBLE 

graphs, 

plans^ or draw- 

0 





present use. 

preservation. 

j I 

1 ings of the 

5 







j 1 


0 

i 

1 

1 

1 




Class.I Kem.irks. 1 

exist. 


<51 


No local traditions 


Hn- Unknown 
known. 


ii« 


:os 


No 


Once said to have been the seat of the Eaja of 
the district. 


Lugu Hill, on the Rock inscrip- | No traditions 
Bakabro rivulet. tion. 


Jageswar, near j Temples 
Lugu Hdl. 


B.irgaon. near 
J ugeswar. 


Ditto 


Eatanpur, 16 Ditto 
miles north of : 
Koderma. i 


Gola, on the 
Damuda. 

Ramgarh, on the 
Damuda. 
Mahabar Hill, 
near Satgaon. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Inscription 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


11-2 

iirt 

iii 

iii 

iii 

iii 

iii 

iii 


Yes 


Yes 


Examination 
alone can 
shew which 
deserve pre 
servation. 


No 


No 


No 


Ekmarks. 


to contain 
abundance. 


relics in 


j Mr. Beglar’s informa- 
I tion 13 obtained from 
I one of the survey offi- 
cers, but he has not 
seen the place. 

Us. 

For copy of inscrip. 

tinn 


20 


All these places are said 
to contain remains of 
more or less antiipiity 
and interest, but Mr. 
Beglar has not seen 
them. 


them. Though not of 
great interest, yet, as 
records of tlie past 
they perhaps deserve 
to be copied and pub 
lished. 

Bs. 

For impressions 
of the inscnp- 
tions 20 


j Mr. Beglar learnt from 
I the survey officers of i 
; the existence of a lono* ! 
j rock inscription on this ; 
j Mil, but he has not seen , 
t it. Examination and j 
a copy of the inscrip- | 
tion is certainly neeiled i 
as the ancient history j 
and even the name of, 1 
this portion of Bengal is 
unknown or doubtful. 

, Es. 

I For copy of inscrip- 
I tion and for exami- 
j nation ... 50 

i Mr. Beglar has not seen 
j the place, but it is said 


> Si J .j 

^ "S 
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- 


■^= =" "" ^ 




Whether restoration 










IS DESIRABLE AND 

Whether pho- 










POSSIBLE. 

tographs. 






Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
pieseut use. 




plans, or draw- 
inss of the 

Remarks. 


District. 

Locality. 

Jv’ame of object. 

preaeivaiion. 



(h 

O 

"s 

3 






Class. 

Remarks. 

building 

exist. 


19 

Hazaribagli 

The Parasnath 
HiU 

Temple 

No traditions 

In cus- 
tody 
of Jains. 

WeU cared for ... 

ii5 

No. Not de- 
sirable. The 

temples are 

No 

There is nothing of an- 
cient date on the hill 
to Mr. Beglar’s know- 
ledge. He has been 









miserable mo- 


there more than once 









dem shrines, 


when officiating as Exe- 
cutive Engineer, Burhee 









and their buil- 


Division, Grand Trunk 









ders are rich 
and well able 
to keep them 


Road. 


' 







in repair. 



20 

Ditto 

Palganj 

Temples 

No traditions 

Un- 

known. 

In ruins 

iia 

Not known ... 

No 

Is said to contain old 
remains, but Mr. Beglar 
has no recollection of 


Lohardaga. . . 

Daisa 

Palace of the 

Said to he most interesting. It was built 300 


Now in ruins ... 

iii 


No 

any. 

21 





llajas of 

Chota Nag- 

years ago. 












pur. 








22 

Ditto ■ ... 

Sathanva, in 

Palace of the 

The buildings include extensive fortifications, 


Now in ruins ... 

iii 

No 

No 

• • • • • • 

Palamau. 

Palamau 

presenting a picturesque and interesting ap- 










Eajas. 

pearance. 







23 

Ditto 

Chechari 

The Tunsol 

Said to have been a magnificient building, pro- 


In a dilapidated 

iii 

No 

No 


Garh. 

hably tiie fortified residence of some chief. 


state. 





24 

Ditto ... 

JdipTs* ••• 

Palace, temples, 
sculpture. 

The seat of a local^chieftain 

Raja ... 

In decay 

ii6 

Yes, but not at 
Government 
cost. 

No 

The sculptures are 
ancient, smd as the 
place is of importance, 










and was so when Rohtas 
was occupied by Shere 












Shah, they cannot date 
to later than the 11th 
or 12th century. The 
palace and existing 
temples, are however, 
modem. Further ex- 











amination of the sculp- 
tures and mounds is 
needed. 











Es. 

2o 

Ditto 

Jamdi 

) 







For examination 50 

26 

27 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Burhudih. 

Badla 

> Sculptures . . . 

No traditions or history ... 

Do. ... 

Lying exposed... 

iii 

No 

No 

At all these places, 
which are near each 

28 

Ditto ••• 

Chachalu Ilill ... 

3 







other, are sculptures, 
some, of them deserv- 
ing ol preservation. 

Rs. 

Preservation and 









, 


carnage of 

sculpture ... 50 
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g 


30 

31 

32 


33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 


40 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or ttadiiion regarding it. 


Custody or 
piesent u^e.l 


Present stsite of 
prcfccr\ atioii. 


29 ! Loliardarra . 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Old Palaniau . . 


Poai Ghaag 

Burwa 

DeO;TUIl 


Loarsi, near the 
source of the 
Amanut liver. 

Barasund 

Karongshaag, on 
the Patamuud.i 
river. 

Paraghaag, on the 
Bonai river. 

Ghagra, neai* Gola 
on the >nharn- 
rekha river. 


Btirwa, on the 
Saukh river. 


Raidih, near the 
Saukh and 
source of Pata- 
mundi liv'er. 


Burhadili, on the 
Ivan chi river. 


Palace, temples, The place is the seat of the old Hajas of Palamau, 
inseiiptions, j and is said to contain many objects of inter- 
maiinscripts, I est, 
and pictures. 


Waterfall and Wa{eifall 
sculpture. | 


Mouuds .... No traditions 

Sculpture ... i Ditto 




! Remains of I , , , . , 

> temples. : J ^ 


J 

Waterfall 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Temples 


^Xo traditions 


Ditto 


Ditto 


lotto 


Temples and j Ditto 
tombs. 


Un- I UukiiowQ 
known. 


...-I 


Ditto... 

Ditto .. 
Ditto . 


Ditto 


t. , Ditto . . 

I 

Ditto... 


Ditto 


... Diitj... 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


... j Ditto... I Ditto 

I I 


I 

Ditto... ! Ditto 


ill 


Whether bfstoration 
IS liESIKABLE 

POSSIBLE. 

Wlit-ther 
photDgrdphs, 
plans, or dr.tw 
ings of the 
bui!‘iiiigs 
exist. 

Remaeks. 

CIdss 

Ki'inniks. 

iib 

Yes 

Yes ... 

Mr. Beglar has not seen 
this place, but Colonel 
Dalton mentions several 
objects of interest here 
in one of the journals 
of the Asiatic Society, 
Bengal. 

iii 

^0 • • • 

No 

Mr. Beglar has heard of, 
but has not seen the 
place. 

iii 

X 0 

No 

Mr. Beglar has not seen 
this place. 

iii 

No 

No 

There are sculptured 
fragments and what 
are said to be ruins of 
temples, but Mr. Beg- 
lar has not seen the 
place. 

iii 

No 

No 

Mr. Beglar has not seen 
tho place. 

iii 

No .. ; 

No 

Ditto. 

iii 

1 

i 

1 



iii 

j 

i 



iii ' 

' 

f 

i 



1 

1 

j 

iia ! 

1 

iii 

>No 

Xo 

I 

All these places are * 
ancient, being men- J 
tioned by various wri- j 
ters in tho papers of the ' 
Calcutta Asiatic Society. 
Some are mentioned in 
the Ain i Akbari, and 
a fe%v Mr. Beglar has j 
hear 1 of from native ; 


travellers s cunlainiiig 
ruins ana remani.s of j 
jnore or less interest. * 
Dut lie has personally j 
xisited none of them. ’ 
I'hey are all in tho i 
Loh.ii* 'ta2;a or Chotu 
Nagpere district, | 


Number, 
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District. 


Locality. 


41 Lohardaga 


42 ‘ Ditto 


43 Ditto 


Chakaliatu, near 
Burahdih. 


Kbukra 


Doisa 


Name of object. 


A'ly local hietory or tradition regarding it 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether kestoratios 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Eemarks. 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks. 


Tombs 


Ditto 


Temples 


No traditions 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Dn 

known. 


Ditto .. 
Ditto... 


Unknown 

Ditto 

Ditto 


iia 


ii-t 


II « 


Examination 
can alone 
shew which, 
f of these de- 
} serve pre- 
servation. 


No 


44 I Ditto ... Bhaunrpahar 

45 I Maiibhum... Pachet 



Inscription 


Ditto 


Ditto... 


Ditto 


I 


I 


This fort was long ago the main seat of the 
Raja of Pachet. There are a great many 
ruins of temples, tanks, fortified gateways, 
towers, &c. The gateways are all of stone, 
large solid slabs of a hard, but rather 
coarse-grained, sandstone, laid without 
cement, or at most with very little of it. 
i The joints are very fine and no cement 
can be traced in the blocks whicb lie scat- 
tered about, and which evidently at one 
time formed portions of the structure. 'J'he 
j arches of the gateways are very well built, 

I and iron clamps have been employed in 
various portions of the walls, but with what 
definite object is not apparent. The build- 
ings are old. 

! The temples, on the contrary, are all built of 
! small tile-like bricks, thin but very hard, 
and plastered over. The ornaments are not 
, on the surface of the plaster only, but 
i are on the bricks themselves. The figures in 
' relief appear to have been stamped on the 
i bricks while they were soft, and the bricks 
burned afterwards. The arches are well 
! built. 

Remains of tanks, with aqueducts and small 
temples and residences in the centre of the 
tanks, also exist. The tanks are now, to a 
great extent filled up, and the buildings 
I are in ruins. 

' The Raja’s residence and court are oblong 
structures, vaulted over. The vaulting is 
very well executed ; the walls are plastered 
i over, the doors are invariably very small, 
j and there are no windows. ; 


Fort and palace 
of the Pachet 
Rujas. 


Ditto .. 


In mins 


j 

i 


iia 

ii6 


No 


ITie buildings here are 
chiefly temples of brick, 
a few of stone, and 
some tine gateway s. 
They are the pro- 
perty of the Raja, who 
ought to repair some of 
them. The temples^ the 
fort, and gateways 
date to Mansingh’s 
period, but there is 
nothing of sufficient 
importance for conser- 
vation by the State, 
though they well 

deserve record and 

illustration. Mr. Beglar 
deprecates any expen- 
diture for conservation, 
but strongly recom- 
mends the expenditure 
of even as much as 
Rs. 500 for record and 
illustration. This sum 
includes the cost of all 
necessary excavation, 
jungle cutting and 

clearance. Excavations, 
drawings and photo- | 
graphs, Rs. 500. 


t 


1 


I 



Xiimber. 


CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION-co»//h«^^/. 


25 


District. 


Locality- 


Name of object. 


46 


Manbhura . . . 


Telkupi, on tlie 
Dainuda near 
Chailiama. 


Temples 


Any local history or tradition regarding it.) 


Custody or 
piesent use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DFSIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE, 

Class 

Kemarks. 


Whether 
phot- graph', 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 
building 
eiist. 


The entire fort is now full of dense low | 
jungle, with the exception of small patches I 
of cultivation in what before were tanks, 
hut are now filled up. There was a deep { 
moat round, outside the external rampart, I 
through which the hill torrents coming down | 
tlie sides of Pachet Hill were led ; parts of ; 
it are filled up, others deepened. | 

There are three lines of ramparts and moats, ] 
each something in the shape of an irregular ‘ 
pentagon. The second and third or inner- 
most ramparts and moat are now so full of 
dense thorny jungle, that it is impossible to 
discover the ruins of structures in the , 
innermost area. There is a fine large temple 
up the side of the hill, where a largo gathering ; 
of people takes place annually. It is i 
regarded as a very holy place by the people 
of the district. 

The ruins of these temples are the most ex- 
tensive iu the whole district. The river 
has gradually been encroaching on 
the high bank on which the ruins 
stand, and temple after temple has fallen 
down. Huge blocks of stone, fragments 
of idols, carved ornaments in stone, all lie 
heaped up promiscuously in the bed of the 
Damuda, and their traces are being gradually 
obliterated by accumulations of sand. 

These temples are all of stone cut with great 
care, in immense blocks, and set with very 
fine joints. There is no mortar whatever. 
Some of the temples are plastered over. 
This appears to have been done to obliterate 
the carving in the stone, with a view to sub- 
stituting a different design. The original 
carving appears to have heeu executed after the 
stones were in position. The figures are plain 
and hold. The subsequent carving done in 
plaster over the ancient carving is differ- 
ent both in figure and style. The temples 
are now in the bauds of Brahmins. The 
dates of the original temples can not be 
ascertained from any records there, 
as no inscriptions exist on them. All the 


IJn- 

kuown. 


Partly neghcied. 
only two occa- 
sionally re[ aired 


by Raja 
Pachet 


of 


hi Yes 


No 


Keuarks. 


This is the most nu- 
merous, most extensive, 
and one of the most 
interesting group of 
temples in the Division. 
They are close to the 
bank of the river an 1 
are most picturesque. 
The remains now 
consist of a compact 
group of 13 tem- 
ples standing in a 
more or less neglected 
state, and of the ruins 
of numerous others in 
vai-ious stages of des- 
truction. Besides these 
there are iu and 
about the village eight 
other temples iu toler 
able preservation, and 
the ruins of numerous 
other buildings, monas- 
teries, votive temples, 
Aic. All the temples 
were substantially built 
of cut stone, some plain, 
some sculptured all 
more or less ornamen- 
ted with sculpture 
either on the stone it- 
self or on the coat of 
i ckiiuam covering the 
I stone. Hr. eglariuost 
strongly solicits the 
' urgent attention of 
1 Government to these 



Number. 
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CHOTA NAG PORE DIVISION— 


Number. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 

Cu'-t' dy or 
xeseut use, 

Piesent state of 
I>ieservution. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether 
photographs, 
pl ius, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Eemaeks. 

Glass 

Bemarks. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

' 

i 

1 

1 

) 


openings, if small, are slabbed over, the larger 
ones being covered bj corbelling out. The 
domes are all constructed by corbelling out. 
There is only one arch in the place, which 
appears to be a later addition. There are j 
mortar joints both in the arch and in the 
wall which appears to have been built to 
separate the temples: those on the north of 
the wall are now being used as places of 
worship, and those on the other side have 
been abandoned. 

i 

i 


i 

i 

i 




remains. He has him- 
self seen one temple 
submerged in the river, 
and the numerous ruins 
in the river-bed attest 
the destruction of sever- 
al others. To preserve 
the great and most 
important group from 
utter destruction, the 
construction of spurs 
in the river is essential; 
and as stone is ready at 
hand both from the 
rocks and from the 
ruins of temples, the 
cost will not be great. 
Three spurs would suffi- 
ciently protect the 
entire site from being 
submerged. Mr Beglar 
proposes that they 
sliould be built merely 
of dry stone thrown in, 
and the sides roughly 
formed to a slope of 1 
to 1 : total length of 
spurs, 600 feet. Height 
at extreme end in river, 
including foundation, 

4 feet; at land end, 20 
feet; average 12 feet. 
Breadth average, 6 feet. 
Total cubic contents, 
43,200 cubic feet; at 
Ks. 4 per lOO cubic 
feet finished, including 
setting and carriage, 
Ks. 1,728, say Ks. 
1.750, *1116 conserva- 

tion of the temples 
themselves involves, in 
some cases, merely 
jungle-cutting; in 

others it will include 
excavation and clearing 
of accumulated rubbish 
and water-tightening. 

In no case is it pro- 
posed to restore. Kor 
water-tightening it is 
proposed to use a coat 
of grey cement, after ab- 
solutely needful repaii^. 
The repaid to the 
twenty-one temples at 
an average of R-. 200 
each, will cost Rs. 4,200; 
add for excavation and 
jungle clearing Rs. 1,050 
making a total of 
Ks. 7,000. This is, 
considering the import- 
ance, the extent and 
the beauty of this, the 
finest repairable group 
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Number 

District. 

L 'cality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
prtsenc use. 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AM) 
POSSIBI.E. 

Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

, Remaeks. 

Class. 

Remarks. 

47 

Manbhum 

Diilmi, on the 
Subanrekha 
river. 

Foit and tem- 
ples. 

1 Tliere are the remains of a fort, the gras.«gro'vn 
mounds of nmny temples, and one brick 
temple that is still standing. Being of small 
size, in fair order, and a type of the smaller 
hrick temples of the district, it well deserves 
e mservation, ai d would serve to house the 
numerous exquisitely carved sculptures whijh 
lie scattered over a space of about two 
squaie miles, exposed to the weather under 
village trees and on mounds. The choicer 
ones may be removed with advantage to tlie 
Calcutta Museum. There is also a tine tank, 
within which stand- a stone chattri, which 
also well deserves preservation, though the 
work can be economically ta'- en in hand only 
in a season of unusual drought. The fort 
needs no conservation, but would yield bric:;s 
■with which to repair the temple. 

Un- 

known. 

Decaying 

ia 

Yes 

Yes 

of .«tone temples in the ; 
division a small outlay, 
and it must not be 
overlooked that nearly 
a fourth of the outlay 
will help to protect 
from the river, not the 
temples alone, but the 
land on which tho 
river is slowly en- 
croaching. The temples 
range m age from pro- 
bably the 8th century 
to the 12th; they were 
evidently repaired once 
during Man^ingh’s 

governorship and again 
at some subsequent 
period. The temples 
are almost all Brahma- 
nical, both Vishnavic 
and Saivic, but it is 
certain that one of the 
finest and probably 
one other, was Jain. 

Mr. Beglar does not 
think there were an/ 
Buddhist temples 

among them, but th^ 
ruined monastery 

shows that Budilh’sc 
shrines did at one t m j 
exist, thou^^h now H) 
longer stauding. 

Ks. 

Cost of censciwa- 
tion of temple .. 500 

Co.'?t of conserva- 
tion of sculpture 100 

Const'rvation of 
r/taffri ... .. 100 

Carriage of the 
finer sculpture ... 100 
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CnOTA NAGPOKE DIVISION — continued. 


District. 


Locality, 


Name of object. 


Any local bistory or tradition regaiding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


W HETHE H K ESTOR ATION 

IS desirable and 
POSSIBLE. 


Kemarks. 


Whether 
photographs, 
'plans, or draw- 
ings of tn*' 
building 
exist. 


R.'.marK'*, 


48 

49 

50 

51 


Manbhiini 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Barakar 


Palma 


Begiinya 


1 Sufaran 
Deoli. 


Siiissa 


Temples 


Ruins 


Stone temples 


Ruined temple 
ai.d sculpture. 


Banda near ( hai- Temple 
llama. 


These are all said to he interesting 

These are handsome structures of uncertain 
origin. 

There are numerous sculptures, some of equisite 
finish. They prohahly date as far hack as the 
7tli century A.D. The remains of one stone 
temple, of which the sanctum is yet intact 
though the tower has fallen, deserves conser- 
vation, and would at the same time serve to 
house the sculptures. Tlie sculptures are 
Jain as well as Brahminical, and some are 
exquisitely finished. 


No 


Grovern- 

ment. 


Un- 

known. 


Ditto ... 


Exposed and de- 
caying. 


Temple in ruins. 
Sculpture ex- 
posed to weather. 


Neg-lected 


lU 


m 


liu 


la 


irt 


Yes 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


.es 


Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 


Yes 


Mr. Beglar most strongly; 

recommends the conser- j 
Tationofwhatyet exists j 
of the stone temple, j 
which wasoncea magni- i 
ficent structure. As i 
there is no want of cut 
stones lying about, the 
cost would be small 
compared with its in- 
terest and importance. 

Conservation of 

temple, including 
exhumation of 

buried portion ... 800 

Carriage of sculp- 
ture 100 

There is but one temple 
here in fair order and 
worthy of preservation. 
It is in some respects 
remarkable ; but, as > 
regards the great ' 
ruined pillared hall in ! 
front, Mr. Beglar is \ 
now of opinion, in ^ 
opposition to his pre- 
vious opinion expressed 
in Volume VIII, 
Archeological Reports, 
that it was, at least in 
part, a later addition. 
Examination with the ^ 
aid of excavation can ' 
alone decide the point i 
definitely. Be this as | 
it ma}', the temple pro- i 
per, consisting of three ! 
tiers of openings, is ^ 
abnormally taU, and in 
this respect differs I 
from others of its class, * 
and approaches the i 
temple of Budha Gaya; ' 
but in external form 
it differs from it It 
possibly is a specimen, 
and a rare one, of a 
transition style. As 
the temple proper 
needs but little to keep 



S umber. 
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District. 


Locally. 


53 


54 


Name of object. 


Any lucal bistory or tradition regarding it. 


Manbbum 


Ditto 


Buram 


Pakbira, 20 miles 
Morth east of 
Bara Bazar. 


Temples 


Temples, sculp- 
tures, and 
slate mouu- 
ments. 


No tradition 


This little known place is one of the richest in 
Manbhnm in objects of interest, a space of 
300 X 350 feet being covered comptely with 
temples in all stages of decay. Of these a 
few are past repair. Some are not of sutS- 
cient importance to be repaired. It will be 
enough to secure details of measurements 
and photographs ; but certainly one, possi- 
bly two, as typical examples have strong 
claims to favourable consideration. The 
numerous heaps contain a wealth of sculpture 
to be found perhaps in no other spot in Man- 
bhum, and ]fc. Beglar very strongly recom- 
mends a thorough examination. The sculp- 
tures are Brahminical, Buddhist, and also 
•Jain. They range from probably the 8th or 
9th to the very latest period when Buddhism 
flourished in Bihar before the Muhammadan 
conquest stamped it out for ever ; and in 
the yield of rare varieties of sculpture of the 
latest period it is, he believes, richer than any 
other place in Manbhum, and perhaps in 
Bengal. For these reasons he assigns a 
comparatively large sum to examination not 
only of this, but of the nine other places in 
its immediate vicinity, viz.. Lathoudongri, 
Dhadki tanr, Tuisama, Buddhpur, Bangaon, 
Poncha, Sugnibassa and Kharkiagarh. Some 
of the rarer sculptures, both of those above 
ground and of those which he expects are 
yet buried, should be removed to the Calcutta 
Museum. The others may be placed within 
the repaired temples for safety. Of the 
numerous aboriginal monuments of the dead, 
there can be little doubt that examination and 
excavation would yield results of great inter- 


Cuiitody or 
piesent use. 


Present stiite of 
pr seivaiion. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE 


Cb. 


Remiirks. 


Whether pho. 
tngraphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Eemark.s. 


Neglect' 

ed. 

Un- 

known. 


Going to ruin 


Exposed and 
to ruin. 


ifl i Tes 


goinj 


iia 


Yes 


No 

Yea 


it in order, Mr. Be^Iar 
stronglv' reoojaniends 
its conser^^at on. The 
building is of cut 
etone. 

Rs. 

Cost of excavation 250 
Ditto drawing ... 600 


Some of the finest 
temples in the division. 


Examination and 
excavation 
Drawing and pho- 
tographs 

Conservation of 
two temples — 
One at 
One at 
Cai riage 
sculpture 


Rs. 

750 

250 


500 


... 1,000 

and 

... 150 
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CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION— row#/n?,e(f. 


Number. 

District. 

Locality, 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
; present use 

1 

i 

Present st:Ue of 
preservation. 



! 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i est and importance and possibly of intrinsic 

1 Yalue. Of the Sati monuments, ivliich are 
very numerous, records of the more interest- 
ing ones would add a chapter to the history of 
widow-burning. In short, the objects of interest 
aie so many that selection and the keeping 
of I'roposed expenditure within moderate 
bounds becomes difficult. Mr. Beglar lia' 
proposed what appears to him the least that 
can be done without neglecting an}' inipoit- 
ant iuqiiirk-s and works of importance and 
urgency. 

1 

i 

i 

1 

j 

1 

! 

55 

Manblium . , . 

LatliOGdongrla . 

>Saf] monuments 
and aboriginal 

cemetery. 

• 

Tiiis )dace is held in great repute by the 
t>antfils. 

Un- 

known. 

Decaying 

56 

Ditto ... 

DbaOlii tanr 

'I’emple and 

sculpture. 

This temple is of no special note 

Ditto . 

Kept up 

57 

Liito ... 

Tni.'ama 

Ditto 

No tradiiions 

Ditto . 

Ruinous 

GO 

Ditto 

Buildbpur 

'I’emples. sculj)- 
tun-saiid sati 
moniirueiits. 

A place of local pilgrimage and great local 
sanctity, being considered equal to Gay a as 
regards sraddnus. 

Ditto... 

Ditto 

59 

Ditto 

Poiicha ... 

Sculpture and 
mouiidfi. 

Sa’d to have once been the great trading capital 
of the district, a statement borne out by the 
deeply' cut roads. 

Ditto .. 

Ditto 

CO 

Ditto ... 

j 

Sugnibasa 

Sculf ture find 
luius. 

1 

No tiaditions or liistory' ... ... | 

Ditto.. 

Ditto 

Cl 

Ditto „. 1 

Nbarkiagarb ... 

iloiinds and ab- 
original tombs 

Ditto ... ... 

Ditto... 

Ditto 


Whether restoration 
IS desirable and 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Remarks, 


Whether 
photojraph.s, 
plans, or diaw- 
i ings of the 
! building exist. 


: No 


111 


iii , No 


iii ' No 


I 


No 


No but 
record 
desirable, 

No 


iiJ , Yes, but not at j Yeg 
Goveinrueut 
I cost. 


lii I No 


iii , No 


iii ’ No 


No 


iNo 


No 


Eemaeks. 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE, 

Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building exist. 

Eemaeks. 

Number. 

preservation. 

Class. 

Remarks. 

62 

Maiiblium 

Para near Jhapra 

Temple 

The temples here vary in age from the 2nd 
or 3rd century to recent times. The most 
ancient is a fine hriek temple most worthy of 
examination and of conservation ; it is later 
than the great Buddha Gaya temple, and 
differs in form. It approaches more nearly 
the temple at Konch, and is in fair order 
still ; it is one of the most deserving objects 
of interest in the district. The adjacent 
stone temple is but slightly inferior to it in 
importance, while the temple at the west end 
of the village, dating certainly to Man- 
singh’s time, is a rare example of a peculiar 
and pleasing style of architecture. The 
profusely decorated cut-brick temples in the 
village, specimens of which are more abimd- 
ant in Lower Bengal, are also deserving of 
some aid, while the mounds and ruins are 
liuely to yield rich results. 

Un- 

known. 

Decaying 

iia 


No 

Mr. Beglar strongly re* 
commentis the expen* 
diture of some money 
here for excavation. 

Es. 

Brick temple ... 1,000 
Stone do. ... 600 
Stone temple of 
later date ... 250 

Excavations ... 150 

63 

Ditto 

Purulia 

Ruins 

No traditions, the temples are now utterly 
destroyed, aud even the stones removed. 

Ditto ... 

In rums 

iii 

No 

No 

Two temples once stood 
half a mile to the east of 
Purulia, but only a few 
stones remain, one of 
which is part o f the 
crowning Amalaka. 

Nothing can be done 
for these, which have 
now probably quite 
disappe ired. 

64 

Ditto 

Gondua 

Rock inscrip- 
tion. 

The inscription is in a gorge, which apparently 
separated two ancient districts, and was a 
point through which traffic passed between 
the Orissa and Bengal provinces. 

Ditto ... 

Exposed 

iii 

No 

No 

The rock inscriptions 
are of interest, though 
not of importance, and 
need no attention. 
The inscriptions range 
from the 6th century 
to the 15th century. 
Some ai e in yet unread 
shell characters. 

65 

Ditto 

Kesargarli 

Temples and 
palaces. 

The place is one of the present seats of the 
much reduced Rujas of Pacbet. 

Raja ... 

Cared for ■ 

iii 

No .. . 

No 

' 

The buildings here date 
to no very distant 
epoch. They are all 
modern built by the 
present Raja and his 
iiiimei-Uato ancestors 
and are of no interest. 


Number. 
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CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION— cowfonwci. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of 
object. 


66 


Manblimn 


67 


68 


69 


Balararapur on 
the Kasai river, 
near Purulia. 


Temples 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto ... 


Parashani, near | Sati pillar 
the Tilahimi 
Hill. 


Klielai Chandi 
Hill. 


Chorra, near Pu- 
rnlia. 


Temple 


Ditto 


70 

Ditto 

Dewaltand, on the 1 
Karkaii river. 

71 

Ditto 

Ichagarh, on the 
Karkari river. 

72 

Ditto ... 

Sarangarh, in Dal- 
hhuu. 

73 

Ditto ... 

Barahazar 

74 

Ditto 

iManhazar 

75 

Ditto ... 

AnsaKarandi, on 


Any local Wslory or tradition regarding it. 


j Custody or 
present use 


Present state of 
preserviition. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. I 


Kemarks. 


Whether pho- 
togrupiis, 
ilans. Of draw- 
ing.s of the 
building 
exist. 


No traditions 


For the traditions see Archaeological Reports 
volume YHl. 


Ditto ... 


IJn- I Decayed 
known. 


Ditto ... 


Ditto 


Ditto , 


Ditto , 


Old temple ... 

i Temples and 
sculpture. 

Ditto 


No traditions or history 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto ... 


Ditto... 


Ditto ... 


These are fine temples, though there is no local j Ditto ... 
history, j 


Unknown 


In mins 


Unknown 


Ditto 


iii No 


Decaying 


la fair order 


In ruins 


iii I No 


ui 


i No 


iiai Yes 


111 


111 


ui 


Uff 


No 


No 


No 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


No 


No 


No 


No 


No 


No 


ll£)£&BKS. 


There formerly stood j 
here temples of stone, [ 
but they appear to 
have fallen into ruin 
aid their materials 
have been used along 
with new materials to 
build the existing 
temples, which are not 
of much interest nor : 
very ancient, dating i 
probabl}^ to Mansingh si 
vice-royalty during the ' 
reign of Akbar. | 


1 


No expenditure is re- 
commended. 


A fair is held here. The 
temples are of no i 
interest, and need no 
attention. > 


1 


The temples are beyond 
repair, Drawings an-l 
photographs would be 
interesting. 


Rs. 

Cost of drawings 
and photo- 
graphs ... 100 


j There are numerous 
i sculptures here, some 
1 of which may deserve 
! preservation and 

I removal. 

Nothing can be done for 
the temple, but the 
sculpture may deserve 
removal. 


Mr. Beglar has not seenj 
these places. 


Mr. Beglar has not seen 
the place, but as report 
>peaks highly of it, it 
at least merits examina-! 
tion and possibly exca- 
vation. 

Es. 

Cost of excavation 
and examination 150 
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g 


District. 


Locality, 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Cnstody or 
jpreitent use. 


Present state of 
pieservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Remarks, 


' Wliether pho- 
t^gr.ipbs, 
plans, or draw- 
inps of the 
buiMings 
exist. 


Eeaiarks. 


76 

77 


78 

79 

80 
81 
82 


86 

87 


Manbhum ... 
Ditto ... 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 


Jhaldia 
Cbechgaongarh, on! 
the Damuda 
river. 

Bhatbinor 
Bilonja 
Tugri 
Alwara 
Darika 


S3 

Ditto 

Jhariagarh ... 

84 

Ditto 

Pandra, on the 



Grand Trunk 



Road near Nir.'a. 

85 

Singhhum... 

Kesnagarh 


Lalgarh 

Gulka 


Sculpture 

'I 

Remains of 
y temples and 
sculptures. 


Fort 

Temples and 
mounds. 


Fort 


Do. 

Mounds and 
Sati monu- 
ments. 


The place is associated with the legend of the 
divine cow. 


No traditions 


Ditto ... »•* ••• 

The temples were built by the local Rajas 

No tradition or history 

Ditto 


Coins are occasionally found here, and it was 
once a great Kol necropclis, and is still used 
as such. 


Un- 

known 


Ditto ... 


Raja ... 
Pujaris 


Un- 

known. 


Ditto . . . 

Un- 

known. 


Exposed 


In ruins 


Ditto 

Looked after 

Mounds 

In ruins 
Neglected 


m 


111 

iii> 

iii 

iii 

iii 


No 


No 


No 

No 

No 

No 

No 


No 


No 


No 

No 

No 

No 

No 


There is not much of 
interest here. Photo- 
graphs of the deserving 
sculptures would pro- 
bably be sufficient. 

Rs. 

Co.st of photographs 50 
Numerous temples exis- 
ted in this group of 
villages, which are close 
to each other, but they 
are beyond conservation. 
A few rupees for the 
exploration, collection, 
and carting of sculp- 
tures is ail that ii 
recommended. 

Rs 

For collection and 
carting of sculpture 150 

Beglar has not seen 
this place. 

Nothing need be done 
as the temples are 
cared for and in fair 
order. 

Mr Beglar rouldneithei 
see nor hear of anj 
sculpture or remains 
of temples. The foit 
is not worthy of notice 
being made of earth. 

Tho fort is of brick, but 
there is nothing of 
interest in or about it. 

From the existence 
of mounds and of 
Sati monuments, it 
is clear the place was 
once i i some import- 
ance, and this is con- 
firmed by a find of old 
coins at the f«.ot of 
one of the mounds. 
As the only coin of 
the kind that Mr. 
Beglar could see was 
Indo-Scythian, the 
platee must have been 
of importance, as early 
as the 1st century A. U 
Excavation of the 
mounds may yield 
results of interest. ; 
There are also some 
ruins of buildings ol 
a recent date an I of 
no importances. The 
Sati pillars are ol no 
interest. 

Rs. 

For excavation 100 



CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION— 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


88 Singbhum. 


Dalmi, opposite Sculptures .. 
Suissa on the 
right hank of 
the Suhanrekha. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


No traditions or history 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present stsitc of 
preservaiioii. 


Whether kestoeahox 

IS DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

Class. 

Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
huilfiiug 
exist. 


89 Dito 


Benu Sagar 


Ruins of tem- No traditions exist 
pies and seulp- 
tnre. 


Pn- Lying exposed , 
known. 


Ditto ... In mins 


iii No 


.. No 


iii No 


... No 


90 Ditto ... Bamanghati 


Mounds ... Coins have, it is said, been often f,.uud here ... Ditto ... In ruins 


... iia Exploration very. No 
desirable. 


91 Ditto ... Deoli 

92 Ditto ... Porahat 


93 Ditto ... Kiehang 


( Temples and No traditions 
) tombs. 


Ditto ... In ruins 


iii No 


... No 


Temples and No traditions beyond the statement that the Some Those in custody ii6 Yes, but not No 
sculptme. ubiqnitious five Pandus came here. temples of Pujaris are with Govem- 

in CHS- looked after ; the ment funds, 

tody of rest are decay- 

Pujaris. iug and in ruins. 


EEMiEKS. 


Sf'me of the sculptures 
are deserving of pre- 
servation. 

Es. 

Preservation and 
carriage of 
sculptures .. 50 


The utter ruin of the 
temples precludes all 
attempt at conserva- 
tion ; but the sculp- 
tures, some of which 
display considerable 
skill and merit, and 
which from their style 
must be placed in the 
Orissa group, may be 
preserved from further 
nestruotion by being 
conveyed to the Cal- 
cutta Museum. Few 
exist above ground 
worthy of preservation, 
but excavation would 
yield more. Some, 
from their execution, 
appear to date as early 
as the seventh century. 
They are almost exclu- 
sively Brahmanical. 

Us. 

For excavation and 
conveyance ot sculp- 
ture 150 

Near this place a large 
number of old Eomau 
gold coins were found, 
several of which Mr. 
Beglar saw. The place 
must therefore have 
been of some import- 
ance in the second or 
third century of our 
era. Mr, Beglar has 
not seen the place. 

These two place are said, 
to contain old remains, 
but Mr. Beglar has not 
seen them. 

The temples here which 
arointhe custody of the 
Pujaris and are in fair 
order and looked after. 
Of these, only drawings 
and photographs are 
required ; the others are 
in too ruinous a state 
to be benefited by any 
expenditure, nor are 
1 they of sufficient im- 

j portance or interest to 

deserve expenditure 


CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION 


65 



District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 

Rbmaeks. 

Number. 


present use. 

preservation. 

Class 

Remarks. 

ings of the 
building 
exist. 











beyond what is neces- 
sary to obtain drawings 
and photographs, Of 
the sculptures, some are 
very curious and rare ; 
they are almost exclu- I 
sively Brahminical, and ; 
the better t3?pes de- ' 
serve a place in the ‘ 
museum at Calcutta. ! 
Tbe others, if 

placed in the various 
standing temples within 
the enclosure in charge 
of^the Pujaris, would 
be saved from destruc- 
tion. 











Ks. 

Carriage of sculp. 

ture 100 

Drawings, photo- 
graphs, Ac. ... 100 

94 

Gangpur . . . 

Malidhi, in Gaug- 
pur. 

Old fort 

No tradition 

Un- 

known. 

Unknown 

iii 

No 

No 

Mr. Beglar has not seen 
this place. 

95 

Ditto 

Bargaon, in Gang- 
pur. 

Temples and 
sculpture. 

Ditto 

Ditto.. . 

Ditto 

iii 

No 

No 

Mr. Beglar has heard of 
the temples, but has 
not seen_the place. 

96 

Ditto 

Deogaon, in Gang- 
pur on the Brah- 
mini river. 

Euins 

Ditto 

Ditto... 

Ditto 

iii 

No 

No 

Ditto, 

97 

Ditto 

Taisor on the 
Brahmini, in 

Gangpur. 

Old fort 

Ditto 

Ditto... 

Ditto 

iii 

No 

No 

Not been examined. 

98 

Korea 

Patna, in Korea 

Mounds and 
sculpture. 

Ditto 

Ditto... 

Ditto 

id 

No, but record 
is very desir- 
able. 

No 

Has never been exami- 
ned. 

99 

Ditto 

Jhar Pathar, in 
Chandni. 

Sculpture 

Ditto 

Ditto... 

Ditto 

iii 

No 

No 

Ditto. 





Gurjat States. 







100 

Sirguja 

Pepraul, near 

Tatapani. 

Temples and 
tanks. 

Said to have been one of the resting places of 
Rama. 

Un- 

known. 

In ruins 

iirt 

Yes 

No 

There are the remains of 
two, perhaps of more, 
temples here, and of 
several old tanks. No 
attempt at restoration 
is necessary, but the 
temple is undoubtedly 
worthy of permanent 
record, and if Govern- 
ment undertakes a 
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1 



Whether restoration 

Whether pho- 










IS DESIRABLE AND 




Dietrict. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local iiUtory or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 

Present state of 


POSSIBLE. 

tographs, 
plans, or draw- 

Remarks. 



present use. 

preservation. 



ini's of the 


a 

cs 







Class. 

Kemarks. 

building 



25 













102 Ditto 


103 ; I'itto 


] 0-1 i Ditto 


101 Sirguja 


Lakhanpur, in Tanks and soulp- 
Bampur. turea. 


Chhirka Dewal. 


Joba in Patab- 
pur, in Sirguja. 


I 


Un- 

known. 


Neglected and in 
ruins. 


iiS 


M anpur, 
J oba. 


near 


105 I Ditto ... I Tatapani 


Euins 


Temple, Sati 
pillars. 


Sati pillars, 
platforms. 


Sculpture, tem- 
ples, hot 
springs. 


Said to have once been the seat of a local chief 
and of Munis. 


Ditto ditto 


Ditto ... I In ruins 


Ditto ... Ditto 


No traditions here 


Ditto .. 


Brah- 

mins. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Yes, but not at 
(jovernment 
cost. 


No 


111 


111 


No 


No 


111 


111 


No 


No 


No 


No 


No 


No 


systeniaticand thoroug^hi 
record of all interesting 
objects of antiquity in 
this remote province, 
drawings ami photo- 
graphs of the remains 
of the one old temple 
which is still standing 
should be made. Mean- 
while it might be 
kept clear of jungle 
and trees which are 
destroying it. 

T- . Es. 

drawings and 
photograph ... 75 
Jungle-cutting 
for ten years ... 25 

Most of the sculptures 
here have been brought 
tr m Ramgarh, but 
some belong to the build- 
ings which once existed 
here. There are some 
mounds and tanks, all 
neglected. Mr. Beglar 
does not see what can 
be done beyond examin- 
ihg the remains. 

Examining, re- 
cording and 
drawing ... 200 

All the stones of this 
fine temple, which 
stood on the Eenr 
river, and is noticed by 
Tickell in the Jour 
Assoc, were removed to 
Lakhanpur. 

The ruins of one, and 
perhaps more, Salvio 
temples exist here, but 
I are too far gone to be 

I conserved, and not of 

I sufficient interest to 

be drawn or photo- 
' graphed. 

The remains here are 
some chabutras and 
Sati pillars, calling for 
no intervention for 
either preservation or ; 
record. 

The hot sulphur springs 
attract numbers of 
pilgrims and sick, 
and the place was once 
of some importance, as 
is testified by numerous 
sculptures, dating pro- 
bably from the 3rd 
century, and temples 
dating from the 17th 


Number. 


CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION— con 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding i».. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whkthbu HKSTOEaTtOIT 
IS DESIRABLE A^D 
POSSIBLE. 


Pemnrks. 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
buildings 
exist. 


Rsuil ES. 


106 Sirguja 


107 Ditto 


Janakpur, in Mounds and No traditions 
Chang Bokar. sculpture. 


l^n- Unknown 
known. 


Chhita Likhni, Inscription 
near the Bagh- 
lota river in 
Chandni. 


There is _ no local history or legend, but the Ditto .. Weather worn ... ' [a 
inscription appears a very important one, and, | 

being only in red paint, its speedy record is ■ * 

very desirable. j 


No, but it may 
be preserved, 
at least till it 
can be proper- 
ly examined 
and copied. 


108 Ditto 


Bisrarapur, in Sir- Ruins and Said to be tbe shrine of the Muni Sutikshi: 
guja. sculpture. 


Brah- Temple kept in | ii6 | No 
mins. repair by Kaja. 1 i 


century ; but there is 
nothing of sufficient 
archaiological impor- 
tance to warrant 
interference or expen- 
diture. 


Has never been exa- 
mined 


Such portions as were j 
yet visible were, copied 
by Mr. Beglar, but the 
1 writing is executed on 
I the rock high up with 
red ochre or other pig- 
ment, and is quite in- 
accessible. It is par- 
j tially sheltered from 
I the weather by an over 
1 hanging portion of the 
rock ; nevertheless 
I much has worn away. 
Mr, Beglar strongly 
recommends that soaf- 
lolding be put up and 
a correct copy, letter 
by letter, of such por- 
tions as exist, and shew- 
; ing all the blanks, 

• be executed by a com- 
' petent draftsman on 
tracing-clotb . There 
may also be inscriptions 
invisible from below, 
^e inscription, from 
its size and its position 
near the triple bound- 
I arj’ of the present 
pergunnahs of Chandni 
i Jhilmili, andRarakola, 
j and at what there is 
I every reason to believe 
i was an important boun- 
dary point from the 
days of Ram down tc 
the days of basktngia 
in the tith century (to 
which the inscription 
belongs), must be an 
important one. Mr. 
Beglar’s copy was made 
by eye and is imperfect. 

R&. 

Of scaffolding, paper, 
ink and l.^ftsman. 150 


■ The temple in the city | 
IS said to contain Ihe 1 
original shrine of the 1 
Muni Sutikshna men- 1 
tioned in the Ramaya- 
na. As Mr. Beglar , 
was not allowed to go | 
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District 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

tu 




9 




!2; 





Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of pre- 
servation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Class. 

Remarks. 


109 

Sirguja ... 

Dipadi, near the 
junction of the 
Kanhar and the 
Galphula rivers. 

Temples 

The temples here are traditionally ascribed to 
mahajans. 

j 

Un- 

knowrf! 

Unknown 

110 

Ditto 

• 

Deogarh, in Eai- 
garh. 

Temple 

No traditions 

Ditto,.. 

Ditto 

ni 

Ditto 

Sakti Hill, in Bai- 
garh. 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto... 

Ditto 

112 

Udayapur.,. 

Eabkop in Udaja- 
pur. 

Sculpture 

This is said to have been the Asram of one of 
the famous Rishis of the Ramayana. 

Brah- 

mius. 

In ruins 

113 

114 

115 

116 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 
Ditto 

Ditto 

i 

1 

1 

i 

Kapu 

Bandhanpur 

Banjiamha 

Ponri 

1 

1 

Temples and 

1 sculptures. 

These are traditionally the seats of five goblins, 
but the goblins are obviously the modern 
representatives of the five apsarases of the 
Ramayana. 

Un- 

known. 

Do. 

117 

i 

Ditto 

Koukel orKonkel- 
nagar, in Ddaya- 
pur. 

Temples and 
ruins. 

Xo traditloDS 

Ditto .. 

Uukuown 

118 

Ditto ... 

Chandagaih in 

Udayapur. 

Ruins and 

sculptures. 

Ditto 

* 

Ditto .. ! 

Ditto 


Ill 


in 


111 


111 


Yes 

No 

No 

No 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


N( 


No 


... ! No 
No 


Yes, one is re- 
pairable but 
scarcely wor- 
thy of repair. 
Examiuation 
and record 
very desir- 
able. 


No 


iiff 


Yes probably . . ,j No 


No 


No 


Remakes. 


in, he knows nothing 
as to what actually is 
ancient inside the buil 
ding. The temple is 
well cared for, and 
nothing need be done 
by Government. The 
village mounds, how- 
ever, may be examined 
with some hope of in- 
teresting results. 

Mr. Beglar has not seen 
the place, but it is said 
to contain many fine 
temples. 


Some temples and sculp- 
tures are said to exist. 
Mr. Beglar has not 
examined the place. 


Not examined. 


There are some detached 
sculptiu-es of no im- 
portance in a thatched 
but on the top of 
‘ ‘ Imli Tickra,” near 
Rabkop. No remains 
of importance exist 
near or in Rabkop. 

The temples date pro- 
bably to about the 9th 
century. Drawings 
and photographs are 
needed. These places 
are on the site of what 
is known as the Pan- 
ehapsaras lake in the 
Ramayana, or the lake 
of the five heavenly 
female dancers. One 
of the temples is re- 
pairable but it is not 
worth attention owing 
to its small size and 
want of any special 
architectural features. 


Numerous temples and 
ruins are said to exist 
I here and at Ghandagarh 
' in the vicinity. Mr. 

I Beglar has not seen the 
i place. 

; Mr, Beglar has not seen 
I this place. 



D^CC^ 


1 

Number. 

District 

Loculity. 

Ntjme of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

1 

Backerganj 

Outpost Niamati 

Bibi Chini’s 
mosque. 

An bid mosque raised on an artificial mound of 
considerable size and height It is said to 
have been built by Bibi Chini, sister of 
Niamatulla, who founded Niamati, and is 
evidently a relic of the time when the Muham- 
madans first settled in the district 

2 

Ditto 

Kostea, near vil- 
lage Eamsiddar. 

Sail Kban^s 

mosque. 

A mosque, built by the well known Sali Khan. 
It is considerably superior in architectural 
merit to Bibi Chini’s mosque. Its roof is 
supported by four stone pillais, which must 
have been brought from a great distance. 

3 

Dacca 

Lai Bagh 

Ruined fort 
and palace. 

These were commenced in 1678 by Sultan 
Muhammad Azam, third .son of Auraugzeh, 
but never entirely finished. 

'J’he river front (to the west) with walls and 
battlements is very picturesque 

The old gateways also remain. 

4 

Do. 

Ditto 

Pari Begam’s 
tomb. 

Erected within the Lai Bagh enclosure towards 
the end of the 17th century hy Nawah 
Shaista Khan, successor of Sultan Muhammad 
Azam. It was built in memory of theNawab’s 
daughter, Bibi Bari, w'ife of Muhammad Azam. 

5 

Do. 


Ruins of Na- 
wab’s palace 


6 

Do. 


'I'he cliawk or 
market place. 

...... 

7 

Do. 


Idgab 

Still used for religious ceremonies during the 
festival of Id. It was built in 1640 by Mir 
Ahdul Kasim, household dewan of Sultan Sujah 

8 

Do. 


Husaini Dal an 

It is said to have been built hy Mir Murad, 
darogah of the Nawara Mahals and Super- 
intendent of public buildings, in the time of 
Sultan Muhammad Azam. It is still used for 
religious purposes during the Muharram, and 
supjiorted by an annual grant from (jovem- 
meiit. 
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Number. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of ( bject. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

9 

Oaeea 


■ 

Great Katra . . . 

This was built in 1G45 under Sultan Sujtih ... 

10 

Do. 


Dhakeswari ... 

A ruined Hindu temple, one of considerable 
celebrity, sacred to the goddess of Dacca 
(Dhakeswari). 

11 

Do. 


Armenian 

Churcli. 

Erected in the year 1781 

12 

Do. ••• 



Eui’is of Pagla 
bridge. 

On tlie Narainganj road, probably erected by 
Mir Jumla, who became Viceroy of the Dacca 
province in 1660. 

13 

Do. 


Tungi bridge 

Probably erected by tbe same Viceroy, the 
style of architecture being very similar. The 
bridge was bl twn up by order of the 
Magistrate of Dacca during the mutiny. A 
new iron bridge Las been built. ] 

! 

14 

Do. 

! 

Forts of Haji- 
gaiij. Mun- 
sliiganj, and 
Souakauda, at 
tlie junction 
of the La- 
kliiya and 

Dhakeswari 
rivers. 

1 

Erected bv the Viceroy, Mirjunila, to resist the i 
iucursions ot the Hughs and Arakauese j 

1 

1 

1 

t 

j 

I 

15 

Do. 

1 

i 

1 

Kadam llasul 

This fort is traditionally snppostd to contain 
a print of the prophet’s foot, hence the name. , 
It is said to be of some autiquity, but its : 
founder is uncertain. 

1 

Do, 

Sonnrgaon or 

{Suviirnagram. 


This was tbe capital of a Hindu principality 
anterior to the invasion of Muhammad Bakh- | 
tiyar Khilji, a d. liiOS. Goins have been ! 
discovered on which Senargaon is desig- i 
Bated “ Hazrati Jalal.” a title after- 
wards given to Moazimabad, which was made 
the mint city. During the 15tii and part of 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preset v.ttioii. 

Whether eestoeation 

IS DESIEABLE AHD 
POSSIBLE. 

Whetlier pho- 
ti graphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Eemaeks. 

CLiss. 

Remarks. 


Now in ruins ... 

1 ... 

Ill 

Nothing can he 
done. 

No 

: Plans would be 

1 interesting. 

In use 

uZ* 


No 

This is tbe temple 
of tbe tutelary 
deity of Dacca, 
and is according 
to the local tradi- 
tion very anceiut 
Photograph 
needed. 

In use 

ill 

Mutliing needed. 

No 

Nothing peculiar 
or needing re- 
cord. 


in 


Photo- 

graphs 

exist. 

» • •••• 

The bridge has 
been partly 

removed as it 
was impeding 
the flow of the 
river. 

iii 

No 

Ditto ... 



iii 

No 

No 

A survey and 
plan would be of 
interest. 

Ruinous ... ' 

iii 

No 

No 



i' 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody cr 
present use 


Present stnte of 
preservation. 


Whether eestoeation 
IS DESIEABI.E AND 
POSSIBl.K. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
ti'graplis, 
plans, or draw- 
ing of the 
building 
exist. 


Remakes. 


16 Dacca | Sonarg 


Sonargaon 


17 Ditto 


Pan eh 
gah, 
halla 
pur. 


Pir Dar- 
in Ma- 
B a glial - 


, Tonibof Grliyas- 
I uddin. 


the 16th centiirie.'i, Sonargaon was the capital i 
of an independent monarchy. About the | 
16th century, the city swaimed with pirs, : 
fakirs, and other religious mendicants to a . 
greater extent than perhaps any other Indian i 
city. Amidst the ruins and forests of modern I 
Sonargaon it is said that at least 150 *■ gad- ; 
dis'” of fakirs are distinguishable. ! 

The following is a description of the old build- ; 
ings of Sonargaon. j 

I 

The sepulchres of the five pirs are placed j 
parallel to one another, and are raised about | 
four feet from the ground. The liver Brah- | 
maputra must in former days have flowed past i 
them. It was at one time intended to cover ' 
the tombs with a roof, but the pillars were 
never raised more than a few feet. The age 
of these graves, the names of the holy men, ; 
and the country wlience they came, are un- ■ 
known ; the belief is that they came from the ' 
west. At the south-west comer of the enclo- ^ 
sure is a small uninteresting mosque, which, , 
like the tombs, is rapidly falling into ruins. i 
This dargah is considered so sacred that even 
Hindus salaam as they pass, and Muhammadan 
pilgrims resort to it from great distances. 
There are only two other shrines to which 
Muliammadans make pilgrimages in Eastern 
Bengal,— one is the tomb of Shah Ali at 
Mirpur, a few miles noith of Dacca ; the 
the other is the dargah of Pir Badur Auliya, 
at Chittagong. The latter is the patron saint 
of all Hindu and Muhammadan boatmen and 
fishermen in Eastern Bengal. 

About five hundred yards south-east, on the 
edge of a filthy trench called ‘ Magh Dighi,’ . 
is the so-called tomb of Gbyasuddiu Azam i 
Shah, King of Bengal, and coirespondent of ! 
the poet Hafiz. This mausoleum formerly ! 
consisted of a ponderous stone, which occu- ; 
pied the centre, surrounded by pillars about i 
five feet in height. The stones are all \ 
I beautifully carved, and the comers of the i 
j slabs and the arabesque tracery are as perfect i 


In a very ruinous 
state. The wall 
surrounding the 
enclosure has j 
fallen down in 
places, and | 

several large 
jungle trees 

grow close to 
the tombs, and 
will ultimately 
desti oy them. 


The tomb has | 
fallen to pieces. ! 
T’he iron clamps j 
that bound the 
slabs together 
have rusted, and ^ 
the roots of trees 
have undermin- 
ed the massive 
; stones. 


Exp’oration need- 
ed. 


iii Not desirable 


Conservation 

desirable. 


Photo- 

grajihs 

exist. 



j Kuinber. 
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I 

Name of object. Any local biatory or trsubtion regarding it. 


&s on the day they left the workman’s hands. 
The stones are hard, almost black, basalt. 

At the head is a prostrate sandstone pillar 
half buried in earth. It was apparently 
used, when erect, as a chirmjhdan, or stand 
for a light. 

I [This tomb might be easily repaired, and the 
cost of doing so woidd be inconsiderable, 
'there is no old building in Eastern 
Bengal whiohgis’esa better idea of Muham- j 
madan taste, and there is none which, v\hen 
properly repaired, would so long defy i 
the ravages of time. The Muhammadans j 
of Sonargaon are too poor to reconstruct it | 
j themselves. They take great pride in show- j 
I ing it, although they know nothing about it, j 
I but the name of the Sultan, who is supposed ; 
I to be buried there, and they' take every care 
I that none of the stones are carried off.J 

I 

Damdama, or The village of Maghrapara is considered by' 
fort, and the natives of Sonargaon to be the site of the 

tombs in ancient city. It has in its immediate neigh- i 

village Magh- bourhood several undoubtedly' old buildings, ' 

! rap'ura. I and within a short distance is an eminence, ; 

I ^ which still bears the name of “ Damdama ” I 

! or fort. 'I his mound, which has a magni- ^ 
’ fieient tamarind-tree growing on its top, is , 
circular, but no traces of fortifications are 
visible. It has been used for many y'ears by 
the Itiuhammadaus as their A>-harkhcma during 
tlie Muharram. On the tenth day all the ; 
garlands and ornaments tlsat are made in 
place of taziyas are here collected and admired 
^ by the people. j 

I In the smallmarket village of .Maghrapara is the j 

tomb of ivlunna Siiali Darvesh. At tlie foot a I 
I light is alway's burned at night, and every 

orthodo.v Muhammadan, as be passes the tomb, 
stops and mutters a prayer. 'This saint, about 
! wliOFii nothing is known, is said to have 
‘ I lived at the same time as the more famous 

I I ])ir, whose tomb stands a little to the north. 
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District. 

! 

1 Locality, 

Xame of object. 

Any local history or tradition regartling it. 1 

C'usDuly or 
pusciit use 

Present st:ite of 
preservation. 

! Whether eestoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
iplnns, or draw- 
1 ings of the 

1 building 

exist. 




[ 

i 




Kom-irks. j 


This latter is railed the dar»ah of Khwand 
Kar Muhammad Yusuf. It eoiitaitis the tonihs : 
of the saint, of his father, and of his wife. It I 
consists of two elongated dome roofed build- ! 
ings, each surmounted by two pinnacles or , 
kalas, covered with, or formed of gold. ■ 

These tombs are destitute of any ornament , 
inside. 'Ihey are kept scrupulously cCan. 
and are covered with sheets, on which devotees 
throw a few pith necklaces. When a rj ot | 
has reaped an unusually abundant harvest, 
he presents a few bun des of ripe rice at the 
tomb in token of gratitude. If any calamity, 
such as the illness of a member of his family, 
is threatening, he brings rice or batasa, and. 
pravs the saint to avert the affliction.' 
Hindus are as confident of the efficacy 
of this piopitiatoiy offering, and as fre- 
quently employ it, as the Muhammadans. ; 

Close to the tombs is a modem masjid, with a 
khutba, or inscripti< n, dated A. H 1112.' 
It was probabl)' erected by the pir Muham- 
mad Yusuf. Facing the mosque is a 
small giavej ard enclosed by a brick wall, 
fl'he graves are numerous, but none are of 
any importance. Inserted in the wall, at 
the left hand side of the entrance, is a 
large black stone, measuring two feet by 
one and a-half The natives believe that if 
a person has lost any property he has only 
to put a coating of lime on this stone, and lie 
will infallibly get the property back. It was 
covered with an inch and three quarters of 
lime when e.vamiued in January 1872. 

On ser,apiiig off the plaster a beautiful Tughra 
inscription* was found, with the name Jahd- 
uddin Fateh Shah, A. H. 889. This is the 
oldest inscription discovered in the Dacca, 
district, with the exception of the. one ou 
Adam Shahid’s tomb in Bikrampur, which 
bears the same king’s name and the date 

A. H. 888. 

Ou the roadside, near Maghrapara, are two ' 
other inscribed stone.s. The writing* on both ; 
is continuous. It includes the name and 
title of Alauddin Husain Shah, A. H. 919. 


Rewabks. 


*Copy of these 
should be sent 
to the Govern- 
ment Epigra- 
phist. 
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Custody 

or 

present nse 


19 Dacca 


Soiiargaou 


Shah Ahdul 
Ala’s tomb. 


Close to the tomb, above mentioned, is a mined 
gateway, called the naiibatkhana where 
musical instruments were sounded morning 
and evening to announce to travellers and 
fakirs that a place of shelter was at hand. 
At tlie hack of the mosque are the ruins of a 
house called the tahhill or treasury, where 
feasts were given hy the Sniierintendent 
i or mutawalli of tlie mosque. The present 
j holder of this post is too poor to entertain 
an 3 body. Still fi’rther to the north-west 
j are the ruins of the dwellings of the Kliwan- 
! dliars. It is only within late j’ears that this 
j building, which had an upper room at each 
j end, has become uninhabitable. The last 
j lesidents taught boys to recite the Koran. 

i 

In the muballa north of Magbrapara. called 
Gohatta, is the tomb of a very celebrated 
pir, known as Shah Abdul Ala, alias Pakai 
Dewan. It is narrated that he retired to 
the forest, where he sat for twelve years so 
absorbed in his devotions that he was uncon- 
scious of the lapse of time. When found 
he had to be dug out of the mound the 
white ants {puka) had raised around him, 
and wliiuli reached to bis neck. The same 
story is told of the sage Valmiki and of 
others. This pir must have died near the 
end of the last century, as persons now 
living remember his son, Shah Imam Bukhsh 
alias Cliulu Meah. Father and son lie 
buried close together. At tlm head of the 
grave of the former is placed the stone lattice 
on which he spent his twelve j'ears of medita- 
tion. The tombs are otherwise of no interest 
'I’hey are merely heaps of mud kept care- 
fully clean and covered over with a grass 
thatch. 

In this same quarter a veiy large mosque 
formerly’ stood, which fell into ruins, when 
the proprietor sold the bricks to tlie Hindus 
of iSarainganj. Muhammadans extenuate 
this offence bj' asserting that the proprietor, 
who uas a pensioned Deputy Magistrate, 


Whkthek restoration 
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BOSSIBLE. 


prfservation. 
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Remarks. 


Whether pho- 



tngraphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 

Remarks. 


building 



exist. 




iii No 


No 
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was insane when he did it. Even the foun- 
dations have been dug up. The walls were 
eight feet thick. The remains of one of the 
mihrahs still standing prove that tlie interior 
was ornamented with carved bricks. No 
inscription is to he found. 







20 

Dacca 

Sonargaon 

Tusnrgnnj 

Mas] id. 

On the roadside, east of Maghrapara, is a small 
mosque called the Yusufganj Masjid. 

1 

Rapidly going to 
pieces, as the 
dome is covered 
with masses of 
pipal trees, the 
roots of which 
have penetrated 
into the interior. 
Its walls are six 
feet, one and a 
half inches thick, 
which accounts 
for its standing 
so long. 

iii 

No 

No 

Drawings and 

photographs de- 
sirable. 

1 

1 

21 

Do. 

Ditto 

Tomb of Pagla 
Sahib. 

Bejond the village of Habibpur, on the right 
hand side of the road, is the tomb of “ Pagla 
Sahib,” a very insignificant building. Yari- 
ous stories are told of the reason why this 
pir received such a singular name. One is 
that he became mast, or light-headed, from 
the intensity of bis devotions. Aiiotlier, 
that he was a great thief-catcher, who 
nailed every thief he caught to a wall. an<l 
then beheaded him. Having strung several 
heads together, he threw them into an adjoin- 
ing khal, which has ever since been known 
as the munda mala, i.e. “ necklace of heads ” 
This tomb is so venerated, ihat parents, Hindu 
and Muhammad.an offer at it the chonti 
or queue of their children when dangerously 

t 

i 

i 

! 

i 

1 

j 

1 

iii 

i 

No 

i 

i 

1 

-No 


22 

Do. 

Ditto 

(lliaribulla’s 

Mosque. 

In a quarter near this, called “Bari Makblar,” 
is a comparatively moilem mosque erected 
by Sheikh Ghaiibulla. formerly a jachaudar, 
or examiner of cloth, to the East India 
Company. It bears the date A. H. JlS2, 
and it is still used by the Muhammadans 

i 

1 

1 

1 

iii 

No 

No 

• e a . • « 



uoaiunw 


76 


DACCA DIVISION— 



Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Cu^totly or 
present use 


23 Dacca ... Sonargaon 


24 Do. 


25 ! Do. 


. .. I Ditto 


I 1 living in the neighhoiirhood. Its pinnacles 

1 i are made of glazed pottery, but the building 

j generally is plain, and devoid of intere.-t. 

Dalalpur Pul Pain am, although a most singular village, pos- 
in village sesses few ancient buildings. There is, how- 
i Painam. ever, a fine Muhammadan bridge of three 

arches called the Dalalpur Pul. The road- 
way is very steep, and is formed of bricks j 
arranged in circles of about five feet in 
diameter. The adjoining bridge leading into 
Painam village is made in the same way. 
These circles of bricks are kept- in place by 
! several large pillars of basalt laid flat at the j 
j toe or end of the arches. j 

In Aminpur the ruins of the abode of the royal I 
j karori, or tax-gatherer, is shown. Like all j 

j old ruins, it is said to contain fabulous trea- j 

' sures pr(jtected by most venemous snakes, j 

i A descendant of this family still resides in the I 

neighbourhood, close to his residence are the ! 
; rums of an old Hindu building, the only 

one e.visting in Sonargaon. It is called jhi- 
i koti, a term applied to a building with an ’ 

I elongated domed roof formed of concrete, i 

and having walls pierced with numerous 
i openings. It was formerly used for religious 

' purposes. 

Abdul Ha- Its kitaba bears the date A. H. 1116 
I mid’s masjid 
in Goaldi. 


Mosque in About a hundred yards to the south of the 
Goaldi, above is the oldest mosque in Sonargaon. 

The residents call it the purana or old 
Goaldi mosque. Its kitaba had fallen 
out, but had been carefully preserved in the i 
interior. On this stone is inscribed the j 
name of Alauddin Husain Shah, A. H. I 
This monarch being an Arab assumed the | 
title Sheiif Mecca, but in this insciiption ! 
he is designated “ llasabi, ” frum the place ; 
t'f his nativity. I 


Present stafe of 
preservation. 


Whfthfr EESTOBATION 
IS DESIB4BLE AND 
Possible 


R* marks. 


lib No 


iii No 


In cqod preserva- | 
tion, being a | 
comparati V e 1 y 
modern struc- 
ture. 

This mosque is I 
built of red 
brick. Its ex 
terior was for- 
merly ornamen- 
ted by finely 
carved bricks in 
imitcdion of 
flowers, but neg- 
lect and the 
lapse cf centu- 
lies have left | 
few uninjured. | 


Conservation 
uesii able. 


Whetlier 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Kemaeks. 

No 


No 



No 

Copies of inscrip- 
tiou should be 
sent to the Go- 
vernment Epi- 
graphist. 

No 

Drawings and 

photographs de- 
sirable. Copies 
of the inscrip- 
tions should be 
sent to the Go- 
vernment Epi- 


graphist. 
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The interior of the mosque is 16} feet square. 










The square walls, as they ascend, become 
transformed into an octagon. At each corner 










are quarter domes or arches, and the dome 








• 


rises from the pendentives. As usual there are 
three mihrabs. The centre one is formed of 










dark basaltic stones beautifully carved and 
ornamented with arabesque work. The two 
side ones are of brick, boldlj' cut and graceful- 
ly arranged. The bricks in the archways have 










been ground smooth by manual labour. 'I'he 
pillars at the doorwaj-s are sand-stone, evidently 










the plunder of some Hindu shrine. Until 
twenty-six years ago this mosque was used 
for worship. The makhadin or servant having 
died, no care was taken of the building, and 
the dome threatened to fall in, so that wor- 
shippers migrated to the modern mosque. 






26 

Dacca 

Sonargaon 

A mound with 

Beneath a gular or wild-6g tree, near Sadipur, 



iii 





a stone. 

is a mound with a large stone inscribed in 










Tughra characters of unknown origin. In 
the inscription the name of Sultan Nasiruddin 










Nusrat, A.H. 929, is written. This monarch 
is called by Slew'art Xusserit Shah or 
Nasib Shan. 










This stone was carefully removed aud deposited 










in a place of safety at Sadipur. 




f Conservation 

Xo draw- 









j would be very 

ings exist. 

27 

Do. 

Ditto 

Temples 

These are of importance; if still standing they 
deserve preservation. 

. ... 



iii 

J expensive, de- 
1 tailed draw- 
! lags are all 

but there 
are photo- 
graphs in 









Dtliat is needed 

pri vate 

28 

Faridpur ... 

Khahaspur, fha- 

A masjid 

Built in A.D. 1572 



ii((# 


hands. 


na Faridpur. 








29 

Ditto .. . 

Mekcbaiu, thana 

A temple 

Built in A.D. 1722 



iii 

. . t « 

Xo 



Fangsa. 







30 

Ditto 

Baitkhamari, 

Ditto 

Built about 303 years ago 


...»»• 

iii 


Xo 



thana Ma- 

sudpur. 



1 

! 





31 

Ditto 

Chueha thana 

Ditto 

Ditto 



iii 


Xo 



Masudpur. 








32 

Ditto 

Pathrail, thana 

A masjid 

Built about A D. 1522 



iii 

• » • 

Xo 



Ainpnr. 








IJemaeks. 


Drawings, and 
photographs de- 
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Plan desii'ahle. 
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33 Faridpur .. 
31 Ditto .. 
35 Ditto 


36 Ditto 


Ajampur. tliana A temple 
Bilgaelii. 

-Matliiirpur, thana Ditto 
bilgaoiii. 

Dhobedanga, thana T'wo temples. 

Bhusna. 

Nol 3 \a Jamalpnr, Temples 
Goalando sub- 
division. 


37 j Maimensinghj Qarhjarerpah, near Fort 
I Sherpur. 


3S Ditto ... Kishureganj 


Temple of 
Lakhinarain 
and other 
buildiims. 


Built about A D. 1472 


Built about A.D. 1596 and 1597 respectively... 

A few old maths, and an old temple of Dari, 
which used up to ten years ago to attract 
devotees not only from the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, but also from adjacent districts. 

An old fort built of mud. It has no 
architectuial pretensions, but is of con- 
siderable size. It was built about 200 years 
ago as an outpost, it is said, to cheek the 
inoursions of the hill tribes. 

This temple, consisting of 21 buildings, was 
erected about the year 1770. Other build- 
ings also were erected about the same time 
dedicated to the use of Lakhinarain, and were 
known by the names of Dolemandir, Jaltangi 
(summer house), Eashbari, Durgamandir, 
Sivamandir, and other smaE temples. Four 
tanks were also dug. One of these tanks 
was large, 265 yards in length by 142 
yards in breadth. It is situated on the east 
of Lakhinarain’s temple. The Jaltangi, a 
three- storied building, rises from the bed of 
the tank and adjoins the west bank. Between 
the Jaltangi and the temple is the Dolemandir. 
On the east bank is the Sivamandir. The 
temple of Lakhinarain covers an area of 
9,216 square feet. There are two inscriptions 
in Sanscrit on the big temple at a consider- 
able height from the base. Some of the letters 
are obliterated. 
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District. 


1 Balasur 


Locality. 


Tillage of Kopari, 
at foot of the 
Gazia bill, 
Nilgiri range. 


Name of object. 


Mabratta tem- 
ple. 


Any local history or tradition regartiing it. 


Tbe only important object of antiquarian in- 
terest in this district is tbe remains of a build- 
ing supposed to bave been a Mabratta temple 
in tbe little village of Kopari, situated at tbe 
foot of tbe Gazna bill of ibe Nilgiri Range. 

Tbe body of tbe structure is about 30 feet long 
by 30 feet broad, and consists of a rectangu- 
lar basement of blocks of laterite, on wbicb 
lias been erected a range of pillars, four on 
each side and two at eaeb end. Six of these 
pillars are still standing ; they are about six 
feet bigb, and bave eaeb been bewn out of 
oue block of stone. At one end there was 
a portico or entrance of a similar structure, 
but none of tbe pillars now remain standing. 
At tbe oti er end of tbe centre building there 
was an inner temple, probably the abode 
of tbe god or goddess, which is also com • 
pletely m ruins. On tbe north side of tbe 
ruins there is a small tank of considerable 
depth, about 25 feet by 25 feet, with a flight 
of stone steps leading down to it, all hewn 
out of the solid rock. At some little dis- 
tance south of these ruins is a mound of 
considerable extent, now overgrown with 
jungle. Nothing is visible but two large 




Whether restoration ,, , 

IS desirarle and 

to.napiis. 

C’uslotly or 

Present state of 


POSSIBLE. plans, oi'da»-| 

present U'C 

pn scrvuiion. 

Cla-s 

ings o( the 

building 

rvcma 1 exiat. 


considerable extent, now overgrown with 
jungle. Nothing is visible but two large 
sentry boxes of Iirge blocks of laterite. 'J'o 
tbe west of tbe ruins there is a large tank, 
on the banks of which there is what the 
natives call a padmapad. It is a little build- 
ing about three feet high, covering a stone 
impression of some goddess's feet, which is 


i iii No 


Remarks. 


Exoloration de-ir 
able. 


Balasur . . . 

Nilgiri 

Temples 

These are of some antiquity and deserve to be 
cai ed for. 


1 

; iia 

Yes ... ! No. 

i 

1 


Kattak 

San t a m a dhab, 
about a mile 
from Jajpnr. 

A colossal im- 
mage. 

This is the image of a male deity, the lower 
half of which is buried under roots and 
logs, tbe upper half, wbicb is nine feet in 
length, being exposed. Tbe head alone, from 
tbe chin to the edge of tbe head-dress, is 
about 4j feet long ; the top of tbe bead is 

1 

i 

i 

j 

i 

1 

1 

1 

j iifT 

1 

I’le-'erva t i 0 n i No 
desirable. 

' 

t 

A worthy and de 
sirulile objei-t foj 
the ninseuiu 


Number. 


80 


ORISSA DIVISION — continued. 


District, 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any Icc.il history or tr.idition regarding it. 


Custody or 
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Present state of 
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Whether eesto ration 

IS PESIEABEE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Eemaiks, 


Whether pho- 
togr.iphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist 


Remarks. 


! 

I 


1 

I 

Cliancleswar, Jaj- ; A nionolitli 

pur. j 

i 


I 


i 


1 


1 flat, and the head-dress is of a most peculiar ' 
j kiud, something like what one sees in old 
I Egyptian soulptures. The hair is curly, and 
I the ears are large and pendulous. From the 
; chin to the waist is about Lj feet. It is 5u 
j feet acro.ss the upper part of the breast, and 
! the whole figure must have been 18 or 20 
feet high. The stone is not the mugni or 
chlorite slate, of which the other colossal 
images near Jaj pur are made, hut a coarse 
reddish granite. The nose is broken off. 

■ i This is about 22 feet high, and stands on a 
pedestal made of three enormous blocks of 
I stone, each about five feet long, five feet 
broad, and about two feet thick. The mono- 
' lith it«elf is 83 feet square at the bottum ; 
j it is bevelled off for some inches at each 
' corner, and then runs up into a fluted shaft 
for about 20 feet. The circumference of the 
column where the fluting begins is over 11 
feet, and the height is thus about six dia- 
meters. On the top of the monolith is ano- 
ther enormous stone over six feet high 
wrought into a regular capital. The lower 
i part of the capital is round for about 4 feet 
I up. On this garlands are sculptured ; then 
; the stone is cut into the shape of a lotus 1 
I calyx, on which the upper portion rests. '1 his 
I upper portion foims a square of about 4j 
feet, and looks as if intended to support 
! a statue of some soit. About half a mile 
I from this column is found the sacred vulture 
i of Yishuu [gaiud] which the column is said 
j to have supported till the time of the Mughal 
I invasion, when Kalapahar pulled it down with - 
I some difficulty. The Muhammadan General 
I attempted to pull the column down by 
chains and teams of elephants, hut failed. 
The enormous eapnfal of the column appears 
to have been moved an inch or two from its 
position, but the monolith remains as firmly 
fi,\ed as on the day it was set up. At the 
comers of the sqiiaie portion of the capital 
; and of the square part at the bottom of the 
I monolith holes have been drilled, as if for 


Kattak 


I 


! 


I 


i« i Tes 

1 


i 

i 

i 

1 

i 


A drawing 
of it exists 
in the J. 

A. S. B. 


I 


I 

I 

I 
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Custody or 
Iprescnt u’c. 


5 Kattak 


Jajpur 


Three iinafres 
of Kali, Va- 
rahini, and 
Indrani. 


ropes or chains to pass through. This column 
is really well sculptured, and the workman- | 
ship shows a considerable advance on that ' 
of the statue of Buddha. The garud, which ! 
is said to have crowned this column, is in > 
a pakka thakurhari about half a mile from : 
Chandeswar. It stands on a sort of base, 
corresponding to the capital on the top of 
the monolith. This base is about three feet : 
high and of one block of mugni stone. At 
its lowest part it is round, about 9| feet in 1 
circumference, and adorned with sculptured : 
heads of lions. Over this the stone is, like 
tlie capital of the monolith, cut into the ■ 
shape of a lotus calyx. This is 12 feet in ‘ 
circumference. The stone then is left a I 
square platform. On this platform, four feet 
two inches square stands the garud itself. ' 
The figure is in a kneeling position, and : 
is four feet high. It is fas'ened down to ' 
the square platform with lime. There can i 
be no doubt that the base on which this 
figure stands belongs to the monolith in ■ 
the four corners of the platform holes are 
drilled exactly as in the corners of the mono- 
lith and its capital. l 

Of these and of the seven figures in the 
gallery on the river bank, Stirlin<r, in his 
work on Orissa, pages 37 and 38, gives the 
following account : — ! 

At the back of a high terrace supporting the , 
cenotaph of Syad Bokhari, a Mussulman 
Saint, three colossal statues of Hindu diviiii- j 
j ties are showm. They lie with their heels 
i uppermost on a heap of rubbish, in precisely , 
I the same position apparently as they assumed 
i when tumbled from their thrones above by ] 
I the ilussulman conquerors of the province, ' 
' who destroyed a celebrated temple at the j 
i spot, and further desecrated it by erecting or 
I its ruins a shrine and mosque for tlieir own 
' worship. The images are cut in alto-relievo, 

! out of enoimous Hocks of the indurated 


Present state of 
preservation. 
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Eemabks. 


iif* 


Preservation do- Xo 
sii'uble. 


The figure called 
that of Varahini 
is more probably 
that of Vajia 
Yarahi of later 
Buddists. The 
removal of the 
fiffures to the 

O 

museum app mr.-; 
desiralle. 
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mugni or chlorite Rlate rock, and measure 
about 10 feet in length. They represent 
Kali, wife of Siva, Varahiui, the wife of the 
Boar Avatar (incarnation of Yishnu), and 
Indrani, the wife of Indra ; and though the 
subjects are grotesque, the execution is 
distinguished by a degree of freedom, skill, 
and propriety, quite unusual in the works of 
Hindu sculptors. 

The first is a disgusting, hut faithful repre- ] 
sentation of a colossal naked body of a 
female with many of the muscles and tendons 
exposed to view. Her hair is brushed hack 
under a snake fillet, with a death’s head over her 
forehead, and the distended hood of the cobra 
as a canopy above. Her serpent tresses fall 
down in twisted horror over her cheek. An 
endless string of skulls winds round her neck, 
her breast, and her w’hole body. She sits upon 
a kneeling diminutive figure of her husband, 
M ahadev, and the whole rests upon a lotus- 
leaved pedestal. The second has a hoar’s 
head and a huge pot-belly like that of Ganesa. 
Magnificent bracelets adorn the wrists and 
shoulders of her four arms. Heavy necklets 
almost hide the bosom and waist, which her 
drapery leaves half bare. Bell- bangles encir- 
cle her ankles, crescent-shaped ear-rings depend 
from her ears, and on her head she wears a 
jewelled tiara, with the hair done up into a 
tower of curls, and a heavy tress falling upon 
each shoulder. She sits on a finely-carved 
buffalo. The third sits in calm majesty with 
an admirably-cut elephant as her footstool. A 
muslin drapery (sari) falls in deheate curves 
to her feet, and is fastened by a girdle at the 
waist. Elaborate ornaments cover her breast, 
and her hair towers up in a cone of curls 
interwoven with rich gems, with a single 
massive tress hanging down upon either 
shoulder. 

On the hanks of the river there is a sort, of 
raised gallery filled with mythological sculp- 
tures, amongst; which seven large colossal 
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District. 

Loeiility. 

Name of object. 

Any local Listory or tradition legarding it. 

Cnstndy or 
present use. 

Present state of 
preseivation. 

WhpTHFB REsToRATI-.N 

IS I>E>IEiBl.E AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tograph.', 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Eemaeks. 

I 


Class. 

Eetnarks. 






figures of the female divinities, ealled Mate's, 
are particularly remarkable. They aie said 
to have been recovered lately by a mahajan 
out of the sand of the river, where they were 
thrown by the mu“hals, on the shrines being 
destroyed. This mahajan built the edifice 
in which they are now deposited. They 
differ little in style and dimensions from those 
described above, but appear to be cut out of 
blocks of basalt or green stone, instead of 
chlorite schist. They are styled respectively 
Kali, Indrani, Kumari, Rudrani, Varahini, 
Vaishnavi, and Tama Matii. The figure 
of Kali is sculptured in a very spirited 
manner. She is represented with an axe in 
one hand and a cup full of blood in the 
other, dancing in an infuriated attitude, after 
the destruction of the giant Raktavija, and 
trampling unconsciously on her husband, 
Mahadev, who, as the fatde runs, had thrown 
himself at her feet to solicit her to desist from 
those violent movements which were shaking 
the whole world. That of Tama Matri, the 
‘ mother of Tama,” is also a very striking 
and remarkable piece of sculpture. Her form 
is that of a hideous, decrepit old woman, seated 
on a pedestal, quite naked, with a counten- 
ance alike expressive of extreme age, and that 
sourness of disposition which has rendered her 
proverbial as a scold. There are likewise fine 
representations in this mythological gallery 
of the Narsingha Avatar, and the giant 
Ravana, with his numerous heads and arms. 



iia 

Preservation de- 
sii able. 

No 

These figures 

deserve preserva- 
tion and should 
be placed iu 
the museum. 

Some of them 
would he unique, 
as there are now 
no examples of 
this description. 





The old Hindu temple opposite the kachari, 
from which the three figures of Kali, In- 
draui, and Varahini, were raised, has been 
appropriated by the Mussalmans for two of 
their pirs or saints. 



iia 

Ditto 

No 

Exploration desir- 
able. 





'J he enclosure is about 200 by 100 feet broad. 
About 7 0 feet back from the entrance there 
is a raised terrace of massive masonry about 

1 5 feet high. There are two flights of stairs 
leading up to it on each side. Between the 



iii 

Ditto ... 

No 

Phe platfonn ap- 
pears to he the 
remains of the ori- 
ginal temple, net a 
Muhammadan 
addition. 
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District 


Locality. 



ICiittak 


Jajpur 


Kaltak 


Ditto 


Name of object 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether kestoratton 
IS dp:8IRabi k and 

POSSIBLE. 


Class.! 


Eemaiks 


Whether pho-' 
tographs, 
plans, or draw-' 
iiigs of the 
building 
exist. 


REilAEKS. 


two flights of steps the terrace projects 26 
feet. On this projection is the tomh of SjaJ 
Bokhari. All round the wall on the west 
side of the terrace are niches about 3 y feet 
liigh. They are something in the shape of 
1 Got! lie arches, and are possibly of Mussalmau 
construction. 

! 

; The arehseological remains of the Kattak district 

are for the most part confined to the nuns 
j at Jajpur and the antiquities of the Alti 
I hills. 

! Jajpur is said to haye been from the earliest 

times a place of importance, and, after Puri, 
by far the oldest town in the province. _At 
a place called Narpada, about two miles 
south-east of Jajpur, there is a mound cover- 
ing the ruins of the palace of the founder of 
the Eesari dynasty. It is possible that e.’sea- 
vations here might bring some ancient remains 
of value to light A sari Bhim Deo, the 
i second and by far the most eminent of the 
Ganga dynasty, who is said to have ascended 
I the throne in 1174, is stated to have held his 
I court permanently at Jajpur during Die 
earlier part of his reign. During the period 
‘ from this time to about the middle of the 
14th century, the best of the ancient remains 
at Jajpur were most probably constructed. 

; In 1558, during the reign of Mukund Deh, 
Kalapahar invaded Orissa, and the battle 
field is still shown near Jajpur, where the 
Mussulmans obtained the victory. Kala- 
pahar then threw down the colossal statues of 
1 the Hindu gods, which have now lain pros- 
trate for nearly three centuries, 
i 

The most important of the antiquities of Jaj- 
i pur, arranged lu order of time, are the 
I following : — | 

Bridce at Ta- ' This is a very peculiar eleven-arched bridge not 
tuluiul. ; far from Jajpur. It is similar to the one 

i called the Athaia Nala bridge near Puri, 


iiOj 


Yes 


No 


Road Cess to keep 
it up. 



N umber. 


f 


ORISSA DIVISION— 


District. 


Locality. 


Xame of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


1 

Custody or 

Present state of 

Whether bestoeatioh 

IS DESIBABLE AXD 
POSSIBLE 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ing of the 
building 
exist. 

I 

Behabks. 

present Ui»e, 

1 

i 

preservation, 

1 

Class. 1 

Rpmarfcs. 

[ 

! 


the arches heinqf formed entirely by corbel- 
ling or making each successive layer of 
masonry overlap by five or six inches the 
layer below, until the two piers come at the 
top to within a foot of each other. On this 
space a long narrow block of stone is laid as 
a sort of key-stone. Over the key-stone, 
transversely, enormous blocks of stone, some 
of them 4^ feet long and half that in breadth, 
are laid apparently with the view of making 
the upper layer of the piers on each side 
grip the key-stone. Each of the layers 
is formed of stone about a foot thick. The 
[ lower half of these stones, at the openings 
I or arches, is bevelled oti for about six inches, 

I the ujiper half being perpendicular. In this 
way each side of the arch resembles an in- 
! verted stair with the edges of the steps W'orn 
I otf. The whole bridge is about 240 feet long 
I and 32 feet broad, and each of the piers is 
I about 10 or 12 feet v\ide. The arches or 
j openings are small near each end of the 
j bridge, and become larger in the middle. 

^ The height of the central openings is about 9 
I feet, and the width about 10 at the bottom. 

I '1 he smallest openings are 5 feet high and 6 
; feet wide at the bottom. The abutments at 
I each end are of laterite ; in the centre the 
masonry is of coarse red granite. Jn the 
highest arch there are about 1 2 tiers of masonry 
! above ground. There are two points, however, 

I in the bridge which tell somewhat against its 
I antiquity. The first is that in various parts 
I of the piers and under the openings or arches 
I one notices stones which have evidently formed j 
parts of another and older structure. Here j 
i and tliere one notices on the stones bits j 
j of chequered carving, and on the centre I 
I of the piers on the upper or flood side of the | 
' bridge there are a number of stones with bas- ■ 
I reliefs on them. 'J hese bas-reliefs are disposed ^ 
with a certain regularity in the centre of each i 
pier, but it is evident that they have come J 
from an older structure, and been fitted into ' 


N umber. 
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ORISSA DIVISION- 


District. 







Whether restoration 

Whether pho- 

— — . 






IS DESIRABLE AND. 


Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Cu-tody or 
present use. 

Present state of 
pieservation. 


POSSIBLE. 

tographs, 
plans, or draw 

Remarks. 

■ 



ings of the 





Class. 

Kemnrks. 








exist. 



7 ! Kattak 


Do. 


Jajpur 


this. One of these is a carvingprohahly inten- 
ded for a representation of Buddha in a sit- 
ting posture. It has got the square broad 
face and long ears, and heavy head and feet 
one sees in figures of Buddha. The other 
point that tells against the antiquity of the 
bridge is the two kinds of stone used. The 
laterite of the abutments and of one or two 
of the smaller side arches, and the coar.^e 
granite of the centre arches would indicate 
that at least the masonry of the centre arches 
is of more recent construction than that at 
the side. In any case, however, the bridge 
must have been constructed before the Mughal 
conquest of Orissa, and possibly the explan- 
ation of the difference in the stone is that 
tlie centre arches of laterite having fallen in, 
the ruins of some Bud<lhist temple were used 
to rebuild it. 


Temple of Bar- This is on the noifh bank of the Vaitarani. 


ranuth. 


Do. 


Mosque of Abu 
Nasir Khan. 


Oil the river face of it there is a stone revet- 
ment about 80i) feet long, and 1'2 courses of 
masonry high near the entrance to the temple. 
There is a similar, but smaller, revetment ! 
exactly opposite, ou the south bank at the 
temple of Jagannath. There is nothing very 
remarkable about the temples themselves. 

In front of the door of the temple of Barranath | 
are two figures of lions rampant, resting on 
their haunches. They are fairly well 
executed, but they have been daubed over 
with lime. j 

This is an interesting building constructed 
in 1681. It is about 70 feet long by 80 
broad. It has four minarets on the east 
face, those in the centre small, the two at 
the outside large. From the ground to the 
summit of the two highest, minarets may 
be about oO or GO feet. On the roof are 


three domes, the largest bein. 


centre, and measuring about 8( 
circumference at the springing of 


in the 
feet in 
the arch. 


iii 


It is still 
used as a 
place ofi 
worship 
by the| 
Muham- 
madans. 


The stair leading ii4 
up to the roof 
is broken down, 
and the whole 
building is in a i 
state of decay. 1 
Young pipal I 
trees are splitting 
up the minarets, j 
and the river is : 


Tes 


Yes 


No 


No 


f 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of objei t. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


i Custody or 
Inresent use. 


These domes are mere coverings to three flat- 
groined domes, which form the roof of the 
interior. There are openings to the interior 
of the domes on the roof, and very possibly 
they were used, and are used, as places of 
concealmeut. There are three Gothic door- 
ways on the east face. Over the centre one 
is a Persian inscription, of which the follow- 
ing is a translation : — 


Present stnte of 
pn-serv'atiofj. 


Whi-thfr restoration 



IS 

DESIllABLE and i 

Whether pho- 



POSbIBLE. 1 

to',>raphs, 
plans, or d» aw- 
ings of the 

Kemarks. 



class. ' 




Eemiirks. 

exist. 



eating away the 
foundations on 
the river face 
The whole 
building will 
fall to pieces in 
the course of a 
few years. I 


* “ In the time of Aurangzeh, whose splendour 
reaches the stars, and will remain as long 
as the stars endure, in the time of the Nawab, 
whose virtues are altogether beyond praise 
or description, the Nawab established in the 
city of Jajpur a mosque of such magnificence 
that the domes of it make the sky conceal 
itself. If you desire to hear the messages of 
the angels, spend a night in it. Abu Nasir 
Khan reigned when the mosque was erected, 
then was the time of Abu Nasir Khan ” I 
The last few words, zamani Abu Nasir | 
Khan,” from the arithmetical value of the i 
letters in them, give the date of the building, i 
1098 Hijri. i 



Kattak 

Alti Hills, J ajpur 


These hills are a perfect mine for archaeologists, 
and they have not yet been thoroughly 
e.\plored. The place was once evidently the , | 

site of an extensive Buddhist mouasteiy, and ■ ! 

further research may bring to light other i 

interesting remains. 1 | 

9 

Do. 

Ditto 

An old Bud- 
dhist temple. 

The principal hiU. has two peaks, on the lower 
of which are the ruins of two very ancient 
structures placed at a distance of about 400 
yards from each other. One of these stands 

1 1 

( 

; 





on a bold prominence. The ruins appear to 
be the remains ot an old Buddhist temple, and 
consist of massive slabs of granite whitened 
with age. The mandapa or porch is a complete 
ruin, portions of monolithic pillars, seven to 
eight feet in height, only standing on the 
corners of the basement. The figure of a god 
is cut in the pedestal of one of the pillars. 

1 

1 

1 

i 

I 

] 


I 



1 

1 

! 


1 *Gopy should be 




sent t'> the Gov- 

1 

1 

1 

! 

t 

i 


j 

ernment Epigra- 
phist. 

1 

1 

i 

I 

iii 

No 

No 

Drawings and ex- 


t 


ploration desir- 
able. 

I 
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Lacliaty. 


Name of object. 


Anj local bistory or tradition rcg.irding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


10 Kattak 


Alti Hills, Jajpur 


11 Ditto 


Ditto 


Temple Yasuli 
Thakm-aui. 


Mosque of 
Takht-i-Sulai- 


mau. 


The other structure, which stands on the pass 
between the two peaks, was built on the same 
plan as the first, consisting of a porch and a 
eella, surmounted by a small pyramidal tower. 
It has no columns, and is formed of solid 
walls with niches in the interior for the figures 
of Buddha. 

This temple is dedicated to Yasuli Thakurani, 
who is represented by a rudely-shaped clay 
model of a human face covered with red 
paint, and draped in coarse dhutis. There 
are five figures of Buddha standing in niches 
on the outer side of the walls of the cell. 
The images are all exactly alike, and are fine 
pieces of sculpture. 

This mosque stands on the southern face of the 
Alti Hill, 2,500 feet above the level of the 
country. It is a plain stone building consist- 
ing of a single room, surmounted by a dome. 
It faces the east. In front there is a plat- 
form surrounded by a thick wall, with a 
gate. Towards the west high and rough 
peaks overlook the building, but to its north 
a high terrace has been raised for the recep- 
tion of darvishes and pilgrims. Its white 
walls form a conspicuous mark on the bill 
side, which can he seen for many miles to the 
south. The ascent is from the east, and 
consists of a steep road paved with rough 
stones, which still retain some semblance of 
steps. On the southern side of the mosque, 
on the edge of the precipice, is the sacred 
tank, a small shallow hole about 10 feet by 8 
and 3 feet deep cut in the rock. It is now dry, 
but the legend is that it was formerly a spring 
of water formed by Sulaiman’s striking the 
rock with his staff. The tank was said to 
have been full of water ti 1 Shuja Uddin’s 
time, when a soldier of his army having 
outraged a female pilgrim to the shrine, 
the lympha pudica dried up, and has never 
flowed since. The soldier and the woman 
were buried at the foot of the hill, and 
every passerby throws a stone on the grave, 
which has thus become a huge mound or 
cairn by the roadside. 


Whether restoratio:^ 

IS DESIKABLE_AIS-D 
POSSIBLE.” 


Present state of 
presCJ vation. 


■Class. 


Keroarks, 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
Iplans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


This is in a better iia Yes 
state of preserva- j 
tion. The roof 
of the porch has 
given way, but 
that of the cella 
still stands. 


Ill ' Yes 


No 


No 


Eemarks. 


Exploration and 
drawings desir- 
able. 


Exploration desir- 
able, as it proba- 
bly covers an 
old Hindu or 
Buddist site. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present stale of 
preservation. 


M^hether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


IClass. 


Remai hs. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks. ' 

I 


12 ! Kattak 


t 


j 

I 

Alti nnisj Jajpur 


i 


i 


I 


Tho following is a translation of the Persian 
inscription on three slabs of black chlorite, 
one over each door of the mosque, date 1132 
Hijri:— 

I '• When Shuja TJddin Muhammad made this 
! shrine, that from it might shine the light of 
religion, I sought from my heart the year 
of its tarikh, that the huUdiug of it might 
be made evident.” ° 

*' Cease_ from the endeavour and say, ‘ quoth 
j the inspiration’ (it is) the envy of the 
: highest paradise.” 

i 

The hill on which this mosque stands is called 
by the Hindus Baradihi or great site. 

Gateway _ _ at The great glory of TJdayagiri* is the gateway, 
<- Qayagin. which consists of two upright slabs of stone, 
sup[)Oitiug a third as lintel. Its dimensions 
are as follows : — 

j Feet. Inches. 

! Height of opening ... 5 5 

[ Breadth of „ ... 2 3^ 

I Thickness of stone ... 1 31 

1 ^ 

I 

The two side jambs are divided into bands 
I separated by grooves f of an inch wide and 
1 21 inches deep. The panel or band nearest 

] the doorway is carved with a continuous wavy 
i creeper, up which human figures are climb- 
I grotesque attitudes. From the 

rounded outlines, they are probably intended 
I for females. The next baud is of a columnar 
type. ^ The pilaster of the column is adorned 
with intricate arabesques aud lions’ heads 
The next band is divided into tablets, each of 
which contains a beautifully-carved group 
of a male and female figure. The heautv 
of these carvings is very striking, though 
they are much worn and covered with lichen ; 
some indeed were so defaced, that they could 
not he made out. The size of each tablet 
’ is 8 inches by 5. Just inside the gate- 
; way is a colossal image of Buddha half 





Copy of the ins- | 
cription should | 
be sent to the 1 
uovemraent Epi- 
graph: st. j 


I 

I 



I 


••• * Or Sunrise Hill, j 
so called from i 
the fact of its 1 
being the first | 
point in Orissa on i 
which the sun’s I 
rays light every I 
morning, not- ’ 
withstanding the j 
50 miles of low 
land between it 
and the Bay of 
Bengal. It is 
one of the four 
j peaks of the 
! Assia group. 

I The Toran or 
1 Gateway is 
i one of the finest 
[ examples of its 
kind in Bengal. 
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ORISSA DIVISION— 
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District. 


LocaUry. 


Name of object. 


( 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
presei vatioii. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

I 

Whether pho- 



POSSIBLE. 

tographs, 
lilans, or draw- 

Eeuaeks. 



in^s of the 

CI:l»s. 

j Remaiks, 

building 

exist. 



buried in the earth. The figure is cut in 
high relief on a single slab of rougb chlorite, 
holding a large lotus in the left band ; the 
right hand and the nose are mutilated. 


13 


Kattak 


Alti HiUs 


I 

[ 


14 


Do. 


Ditto 


Yapi or well . . . 


Sanctuary of 
Buddha and 
the ruins of a 
gate. 


This weU, which is cut in the rock, is about 
50 feet from the object last mentioned. It 
is 23 feet square, 28 feet deep from the top 
of the rock to the edge of the water, sur- 
rounded by a stone terrace 94i feet long and 
about 39 feet broad. The entrance to the 
terrace is guarded by two monolithic pillars, 
the tops of which are broken. The edge 
of the well and the extremity of the terrace j 
are lined with battlements of large blocks j 
of wrought stone, rounded on the top, and j 
3 feet in height, leaving a wide passage or | 
walk behind. The well is situated at the i 
southern extremity of the terrace. Fiom 
the north and in the middle of tlie terrace, 
a few yards ofi the entrance, a flight of steps, 
31 in number, runs dov^m the rock as an 
approach to the water. The rock between 
the lowest step and the well has been cut i 
into an arch, and on its face there is an | 
inscription, of which a transcript is given ' 
below ; — j 

ll «=rt?I j 

About 50 feet higher up in the jungle there is | 
another platform, on which once stood a sane- I 
tuary of Buddha. Numbers of images of j 
gods and goddesses, engraven on slabs of 
different shapes, are scattered aroimd. A i 
group with the heads and arms mutilated | 
is still woi-phipped by the people. The chief [ 
interest of the place, however, lies in the , 
ruins of a gate and an image of Buddha. ; 
Tlie gate is composed of three heavy 
rectangular blocks of stone. One of them 
is placed transversely over the other two to 
form an entablature. The height of the gate, 
omitting the portion that has been buried 
by the accumulation of rubbish, is 7 feet 
8 inches. 


I 


I 


I 

f 

I 


iia , Yes 


iif/ Y e.s 


No 


No 


This appears to he 
an interesting 
relic, and ex- 
ploration is de- 
sirable. 
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District. 




Locality. 


Name of obj- cfc. 


Any local bistory cr tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Tresent state of 
preseivati' n. 


The upright blocks have been cut into five 
hands highly ornamented with sculpture, 
which appears as fresh and sharp as if recent- 
ly chiselled. 'J'he innermost hand contains 
wreaths of the true lotus (nelembium 
speciosum). There are altogether twelve 
groups of the flower. The second band is 
divided into panels, bearing male and female 
figures in armour. The middle one contains 
a wreath of flowers. On the fourth band 
there is a continuous winding wreath, encir- 
cling figures of men and women. The last or 
the outermost band is a wreath of large 
flowers of great beauty. 


Class. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
FOSSIBLE. 


Remarks. 


Wkether pho- 
tograplis, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Hemauks. 


15 i Eattak 


Do. 

Do. 


IG 

17 

18 j Do. 

19 I Do. 

20 I Do. 


Eattak 
Darhan 

... I Tanghi 


Atgarh 

EhoHi 

Eandarpur 


MasjiJ 


Temples 


Temples and 
sculptures. 


Ditto 

Temple 

Do. 


The architrave and the frieze are embellished 
with a number of grotesque figures. In the 
middle of the frieze thei'e are two niches 
containing figures of Buddha. In the middle 
of the architrave, another figure of Buddha 
appears, over, whose head two elephants 
wave their trunks , from opposite sides. 
On both sides of the group, small grotesque 
male and female figures have been cut into 
the form of a VTeath ; the waving hand and 
forefinger of each touching a point on the 
shoulder of the figure preceding, and the toe 
placed on the projected knee of the one 
following. 

This is a fine old masjid worthy of preser- 
vation. 

A number of temples near Darhangarh. 

Some of them are of interest and deserve 
preservation, but the Pujari Brahmans might 
be induced to do it. 


Ditto 

Ditto 


ditto 

ditto 


This is the temple of Mahadeo Panchameswar. 
It is of some interest, and the Pujari Brah- ' 
mans might bo induced to keep it up. 


1 


iib 

Yes 

No 

iia 

Yes 

No 

lib 

Yes 

No 


Y'es 

No 

lib 

Yes 

No 

iib 

No 

No 


I 
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L'cality. 
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Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


j Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
presei vation. 


21 I Kattak ... Bhanpur near Temple 
I Jajpur. 


Of some interest, and tke Pujaris migM be 
induced to keep it in repair. 


i 21 Puri 


Jagannath. 


town, Temple 


J agannath. 


of This temple was built by King Anang 
Bhim Deo, Lord of Elephants, in the 12th 
year of his reign. Gold and jewels to the 
value of a million and a half measures of 
gold were set apart for the work, being 
estimated at half a million sterling in the j 
money of our time. Fourteen years the | 
artificers laboured, and the temple was finislied j 
inA.D. 1198. 


The great temple of Jagannath stands in the 
centre of Puri, within an enclosure measur- 
ing 620 feet by 600 feet, and surroimded by 
a stone wall 20 feet high. On each side of 
the enclosure is an entrance, the most cele- 
brated of which is the gate on the east side, 
opening into the Bara Danda. It is flanked 
by colossal figures of Uons, and thence called 
“ Singh Dwar ” or Lion Gate. In front of 
this gate in the centre of the road stands a 
beautiful fluted column of black basalt, about 
40 feet high. It was brought, to its present 
site some years ago from the black pagoda at 
Kanarak. A small figure of Hanuman is 
placed at the top. Within the sacred area are 
more than 50 temples, dedicated to the principal 
deities of the Hindu Pantheon. But the most > 
conspicuous building is a lofty stone tower j 
200 feet high and feet square, called the 
Bara Deul, or Great Temple. Within it, is 
a large platform made of marble, and called 
the liatnasinghasan, or Throne of Jewels, 
on which the images of Jagganath and 
his brother and sister stand. Two large 
pyramidal buildings, called the Muksala and 
Bhogmandap, with a smaller one between 
them, called the Jagamohan complete the , 
temple. In the Bhogmandap is daily placed 
the sacred food intended for pilgrims ; in the 
Joqamohun, “ the deligiit of the worhl,” the 
dancing-girls amuse the idol and his piiests. 
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The roof and sides of the temple are orna- j 
mented with various sculptures representing j 
elephants, griffins, and other huge monsters. 
On the inside of the temple wall are 
many figures of the grossest kind ; indeed 
all the temples of Orissa, great and small, 
are distinguished for the obscenity of their 
sculptures. 
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The face of Jaganuath is black ; the eye-halis'j 
disproportionately, large, are represented by j 
patches of white paint ; the pupils are round j 
aud black ; the nose is a pointed snout ; the J 
mouth a streak of red paint, curved upwards I 
at the angles ; there is no chin, and on the 
forehead is a tiara of diamonds. From each 
side of the head, at an angle, projects what 
is supposed to be an arm,; but there is no 
hand. 

Bhuvaneswai’a (Lord of the Universe), an 
inland town on the right side of the Puri 
road, about 20 miles from Kattak, was once 
the capital of a large and flourishing kingdom, 
but now stands only as a monument uf de- j 
parted greatness. Its ancient palaces and ! 
lordly mansions are roofless and reduced to j 
I shapeless ruins, in great part concealed by 
' rank and luxuiiimt vegetation. It is, never- 
' theless, a most interesting field for the anti- 
I quarian, abounding as it does in architectu- 
ral remains of the highest value, and con- 
, neeted with historial associations of rare 
I importance. It was the Buddhist capital of 
i Orissa fiom the beginning of the (ith century 
j B O. to the middle of the 5th century 
j A.D., when Jajati Kesari came from Behar 
j as the lieutenant of the Gupta Rajas ol 
! Magadha, and gradually subverted the 
I suiiremaey of thn Buddliists and re-establish- 
! ed the Hindu faith in Orissa. His successors 
! established tneir capital thr-re. and the temple 
of Bhuvaiies«ara, dedicated to Siva, com- 
menced before, was completed in the 7th 
century by Lalitendra Kesari. Ic lost its 
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proud position in 940 A.D , when Nripati 
Kesari made Katak his capital. 
Bhuvaneswar was originally intended to he a 
rival of Benares, and nothing was omitted 
in the way of details to make it an exact 
counterpart of its prototype. Every temple, 
every sacred pool, every rivulet, every cere- 
monial, every observance, and every legend 
of Benares was reproduced at Bhuvaneswara. 
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Viudu Sagara 


In the centre of the town is a large sheet of 
water called Gosagara, or Yindu drops 
Sagara ; so called from a statement in the 
Ekamra Purana, that drops from all the 
sacred pools on earth, in heaven, in the lower 
regions, as also of nectar wine, holy butter, 
and all that is most delectable, constantly 
fall into it. The tank now measures 1,400 
by 1,100 feet, with an average depth of 
16 feet. All its four sides were originally 
lined mth blocks of laterite so arranged as 
to form magnificent flights of steps. On the 
south side these steps are still in a good state 
of preservation. On the east aud west, 
for half the length in continuation of the i 
south side, they are stdl in situ, but heyoud ; 
that they have fallen down into the bed 
of the tank. On the north side also, the | 
whole of the stone has fallen down except 
about 20 feet in the middle, which forms a ghat 
on that side, leading from a group of small 
temples to the water. In the centre of 
the tank there is a large island protected 
by a stone revetment. This is a feature I 
common to many of the larger tanks in 
Orissa, and adds greatly to the beauty of 
these artificial lakes. The Vindu Sagara ' 
island measures 60 by 50 feet, and has a 
small temple on the north-east coiner of it. 
Before the temple there is a terrace with an 
artificial fountain in the centre. On tlie 
south-east corner, opposite to the terrace, 
there is a small pavilion supporting the 
reservoir of the fountain. Other pavilions, hut 
of dissimilar make, stand at the south-west 
and north-west comers. On the occasion of 
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the bathing festival, an image of Vishnu is 
brought to the temple, and by holding the 
thumb against the jet of the fountain, the 
water is directed towards the image and a 
shower-bath is effected, to the wonder of 
the faithful, who look upon the feat as a 
miracle. The tank is fed by one or more 
natural springs at the bottom, but the water 
is anything but pure. 

The largest edifice in Bhuvaneswara is the 
great tower. It stands within a large court- 
yard surrounded by a high wall, and is 
about 300 yards distant fr^ m, and to the 
south of, the Vindu Sagara tank. The 
couityard is bounded on the east by the road 
leading to Kapileswara ; on the north by a 
broad highway called Baradand ; on the south 
by a plot of land now overgrown with jungle, 
but formerly the site of a palace the remains 
of which are still traceable ; and on the 
west by several small temples and their court- 
yards, mostly in ruins. The area forming 
the courtyard of the great tower measures 
ii20 by 465 feet, with a 28-feet projection on 
the north side. The projecting portion mea- 
sures 235 feet in length, and the flanks 115 
feet each. The wall surrounding this area is 
built of partially-dressed laterite blocks, and 
is 7 feet 5 inches thick It is plain on both 
sides, but below the coping there is a simjde 
moulding with two rows of lancet heads, 
one looking downwards and the other up- 
wards. The coping is sloping, and project.s 
about six inches, to throw the rain-water off 
the suiface of the wall; but the top is 
flat, and terraced with a cover of concrete 
which forms a good broad road. Access 
to this courtyaid is obtained by three 
doorways, of which that on the south is small 
and commonplace— a mere opening with a 
pair of folding doors. The northern one 
is larger, and surmounted by a propylon 
of smail size. The eastern one is the largest. 
It is 31 feet broad, covered by a large 
propylon, guarded on each side by a 
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large figure of a lion rampant. The style of j 
the propylon is the same as that of the local j 
porches — a quadrangular structure -uith a | 
pyramidal roof in nine tiers. 'I'he edges of 
roofs are set off with lancet- headed crests, I 
and the top surmounted by a rihhed dome 
1 and vase-shaped finial. Altogether the ' 
j structure is about 50 feet in height. The ! 
j side walls are broken each by a set of three- ; 

I fold projecfions relieved by pilasters and , 
niches, having a series of longitudinal hands, ' 
and the plinth is formed of a succession of 
the latter. '\ here are no carvdngs in any part i 
of the structure. The lions are of the 
conventional type, with dog-like faces, and j 
remarkable only for their size. i 

On the top of the north-east comer of the wall i 
there IS a small pavilion built of stone, ! 
and accessible by a flight of stone steps I 
from the inside. The structure was erected | 
at the same time as the wall, and ap- | 
pears to have been intended for a Naubat- j 
khana or music-room ; hut it is now 
used for religious purposes. It is called ! 
Bhetmandapa, and an image of Parvati is 1 
placed in it to offer welcome to Bhuvaneswara, j 
tiie Lord of the Universe, on bis return after ! 
the Car-festival. 1 


I Along the inner side of the surrounding walls | 
j there is a raised berm 20 feet broad and four j 
] feet high. It originally served as a means of 
enabling the people to defend the temide 
enclosure from outside attack, but latterly, 

! it would seem, that idea has been given up, the 
inner edge of the terrace having been protected ; 
by a revetment, and measures taken to build i 
a range of rooms all round. This plan, how- i 
ever, has never been carried out excejit on the ; 
nortli-east corner, where a long range of ; 
rooms have been erected to serve as a kitchen. ; 
Some of the rooms are large, and divided 1 
I into a nave and two aisles by two ranges of \ 

I jiillars having bracket capitals formed of two ' 
blocks placed one over the other, and not cru- , 
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eiform as is so common in Buddhist buildings. 
In one of the aisles there is a very well exe- 
cuted figure of Nrisinha, in black 
chlorite. The area of the berm is left unpaved, 
but that of the courtyard below is paved with I 
flags of granite. | 


; On the west side, from the middle to about half- j 
I way to the comer of the courtyard, there is 
a large temple of the usual style, and 
designed for a lingam. Though now entirely 
neglected, it is still in a fair state of preserva- 
tion. Close by there are several small 
temples, and the courtyard generally is 
studded with a large number of temples, 
varying in height from 6 to 30 feet, and 
built in different styles, some with pointed, 
others with flat roofs, but of no importance 
either historically or as works of art. One 
of them, however, is worthy of note, as it 
is probably the oldest building in the court- j 
yard — considerably older than even the ! 

Great Tower. It is a plain, modest-looking i 
j structure, about 20 feet high, measuring inside I j 

I six feet square, and having the stump ! j 

of a sandstone pillar to do duty for a lin- ' ! 

gam. 'J'he room is five feet six inches j j 

I below the level of the courtyard, and it ! i 

i shows that the level of the ground round | ! 

about the Great Tower must have been j 
much lower, and must have been raised to ■ 
its present height when the tower was erected, i 
Under ordinary ciicumstances it would have j 
been easy to demolish the little structure I 
when the big one was set up, or to renew 
it on a higher level ; but according to the 
Shastras a lingam once fixed to the ground 
should never be removed, for such removal I 

would be tantamount to the destraction of 
aU sancitity in the lingam, and an act of the i 
; grossest desecration. It is usual, therefore, i I 

' in every part of India never to disturb a | j 

I lingam ; and as the one under notice was 
I probably held to be of great sanctity, it was 
I allowed to remain in its place, though the , 

! ground outside its fane w^as raised, and the j 
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arrangement of the place completely changed. 

The ehamher of the temple is now accessible 

hy a flight of three steps, 

javatlstem- On the western side, close hy the comer 

. temple, there is a magnificent temple 

dedicated to Durga. It was erected during 
the reign of Ganga Kesari, i.e., about two 
centuries after the erection of the Great 
Tower. It marks the first step towards the 
spread of that sexual system of the Tantric 
"Vamacharis, which originally did not form 
a part of the Sivite system at Bhuvaneswara. 
All the old temples were dedicated to Siva 
in the form of a plain lingam or more or less 
cylindrical mass of stone, without any carv- 
ing or oinamentation or mystic symbol. But 
in the latter forms the cylinder was fixed 
on a loop-shaped horizontal stone, rounded 
at one end and more or less pointed at the 
other, and having two or three eneirehng lines 
on the top. This was called the yoni. Tnis, 
however, did not satisfy the followers of the 
Vamachari system, and a distinct female 
figure to serve as the consort of the lingam 
was held essential, and the temple under 
notice was erected to supply a local habitation 
for the wife of the presiding divinity of the 
breat Tower. 

The temple of Bhagavati is a double struc- 
ture, including a temple proper and a dis- 
tinct porch, joined to the sanctum by a lobby. 
Both were built at the same time, and most 
elatorately sculptured in the richest and 
most florid style of local art. The sta- 
tuettes, bas-reliefs, and floral hands on it are 
in every respect ecpial to the best of their | 
kind to he seen in Bhuvaneswara. The mate- 1 
rial being hrick-red sandstone, and much i 
warmer in tint tlian that of the stone used in 
the election of the Great Tower, looks parti- 
cularly rich. The temple, liowever, is so 
surrounded on every side by minor temples 
and dead walls that it cannot be seen to 
advantage, and in its present position is 
entirely lost. The presiding divinity of the 
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ST-nctiiary is the goddess Dm-ga, mounted on 
a lion. 

Entering the enclosure from tlie propylon 
on the east, the visitor first comes to a 
paved courtj'ard 65 feet long from east to 
■west, and 50 feet broad from north to 
south. It is paved with stones, and is per- 
fectly clear of incumbrancrs except the 
little mounds on the right hand side 
close by the gateway. Beyond, on the right 
and left, it is flanked by several other 
small temples of different dates] and of no 
importance. One of them with a flatroof 
has a parapet of a peculiar construc- 
tion, the like of which occurs only on the 
top of the Nat Mandlr. It is formed of a 
series of crest-tiles not unlike Saracenic 
battlements, and somewhat similar to the 
Norman-Tudor flowers. The temple is dedi- 
cated to Gropalini, or the goddess Durga, in 
the form of a female cowherd — the same who 
destroyed the demons Kirti and Vasa. To 
the west of it there is a flight of six stone 
steps, each 48 feet 7 inches long and 3 feet 
6 inches broad, the total height of the steps 
being four feet. This court shows the 
original level of the ground to have been 
the same as that of the little temple 
noticed above ; it is j ust three feet below 
the level of the road outside. Above the 
sfeps, to the base of the foremost building 
of the Great Tower, the distance is 22 feet. 
In front of the gateway, but a little 
to the left of the central entrance of the 
foremost building, there is a monolithic 
column 2 feet in diameter and 20 feet higli, 
surmounted by a bull couchant. The plinth 
of this column is square ; it has no base 
moulding of any kiud. and its capital is 
perfectly plain being formed alternately of 
t vvo cavettos and two tiEs In style it bears 
no relation to the building around it, and 
is evidently of a comparatively modern date, 
erected long after the Great Tower and its 
enclosure. 
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The tower includes a suite of four buildings 
standing in file. The foremost of these is 
called bhoga mandapa, or the refectory ; 
next, the nat mandir, or dancing hall ; then 
the mohan, or the porch ; and lastly the dewul, 
or the temple proper. Of these the last 
two were built at the same time, and in a 
style quite different from the first two, 
which were built long after, but at different 
times and on different plans. The fore- 
most building was erected during the 
reign of Jagat, between the years 850 to 
870 A.D. It was originally designed as 
an open pillared chantry, for the reading 
of the scriptures and the delivery of lec- 
tures and sermons by learned pandits. It 
stands on a ground-plot GO feet square, of 
which two feet all round form a berm two 
feet broad and 3 feet high. The top of 
this berm is paved with stones, and the 
sides forming the plinth of the whole struc- 
ture are elaborately sculptured in low 
relief. The surface is divided into panels 
by intervening pilasters, and filled up with 
images of men, women, animals, temples, 
and bouquets; some of the representations 
being disgustingly obscene. Above the 
plinth there is a broad ornamental band 
set off with the figures of lines of pigeons, 
geese, ducks, horses, elephants, cattle, and 
camels, very well carved in good relief ; 
but they have never been completely finished. 
In several places the outlines are punched, 
but are not worked out Some of the panels 
also are not completed. 


The area of the building above the plinth is 
56 feet square. Originally it was colon- 
naded all round, each side having five 
openings. The central opening on the east 
was intended for the main entrance. Three 
mean looking steps lead to this entrance, 
and it is flanked by two piers. The width 
of the opening originally was eight feet eight 
inches, and was spanned by an arch with 
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five cusps crowned by two human figures. 
This arch, like several other parts of the 
building, was never finished, as the left half 
of it is decorated with a scroll work, while 
tlie right half is perfectly plain. The 
piers are elhowshaped. On either side of the 
entrance there were two openings formed by a 
line of tliree pOlars spanned by a stone archi- 
trave. Thus the side comprised two piers 
and ten pillars, each 13 feet o inches high. 
'I'his arrangement was repeated on the other 
three sides, and in the middle of the room 
there were four compound pillars, each formed 
of four richly-carved columns, for the support 
of the roof. '! he roof is pyramidal ; it 
rises in a slope from the comice, and at a 
height of about six feet is ed^ed by four tiers 
of comice. Then follows another slope edged 
with three tiers of cornice Then another 
slope, and over it a perpendicular neck with a 
comice ornamented with lancet-headed pro- 
jections surrounding a flat roof. From the 
centre of the last rises a short neck supporting 
the pinnacle. In this form the structure had 
a Kght, airy, elegant appearance; and alto- 
gether the place was well suited for the 
purpose for which it was designed. But the 
architect had miscalculated the strength 
of the architraves aud the weight of the 
roof placed over them, and in a short time 
some of the architraves cracked and the 
pillars showed signs of being crushed. 
It became necessary therefore to close all the 
openings, except the central one, on each side 
with solid masonry walls, and to strengthen 
the central groups of columns by building 
them up so as to form solid square pillars. 
The width of the central openings had also to 
be reduced by side piers, and the arches had to 
he supported on iron lintels. The new walls 
have bas-reliefs and carved stones stuck into 
them, but without any taste, order, or plan ; 
and they serve only to distigiu-e what was 
originally a handsome work of art. The 
original open pavilion was converted in this 
manner into a closed dark room • and beinsr no 
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longer fit for a lecture room, it was appro- 
priated for a refectory. Offerings of cooked 
food are now placed in it thrice a day, 
instead of in the sanctuary, in which the j 
space available is too limited for the display | 
of any large number of trays of rice and i 
curry. This arrangement also obviates the j 
necessity of profuse and frequent washings , 
of the sanctuary, which the contact of j 
dressed rice would otherwise have rendered | 
imperative. The objection not applying to 
offerings of flowers, fruits, and sweetmeats, 
these are carried to the sanctuary. 

Immediately to the west of the refectory, and 
abutting on it, is the nat mandir or dancing 
hall, whence the divinity in the tower is 
entertained with music, singing, and dan- 
cing. It is of a somewhat later date than 
the last, having been erected by the queen 
of Salini Kesari, who reigned from A.D. 
1099 to 1104 Its ground-plot is a square of 
52 feet. It has a berm two feet broad 
and three feet high on its north side, and 
a corresponding one on the south side, hut 
none on the east or the west. The front of 
the berm is carved, like that of the berm of 
the Bhoga Mandapa, but the designs are 
different. Instead of panels filled with 
animal and human forms, it is covered with 
effigies of temples, each having a human 
figure seated in its middle, very like what 
is seen in Buddhist votive chaityas, and the 
broad hand on the top is replaced by a 
series of plain mouldings. The walls from 
the berm to the cornice of the building are 
20 feet high, and pierced by three doorways, 
except on the east side, where there 
is only one door leading to the Bhoga 
Mandapa. The central doorway is 14 feet 
high and the side ones 10 feet. The outer 
face of the walls is set off with a series of 
polygonal pilasters. The doors are modern, 
and shabbily put together. The cen- 
tral door on the west side is, however, an 
old one made of sandal-wood panels, 
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delicately carved and strengthened, and 
decorated with brass bosses. The cornice 
of the building is flat and three feet deep. 
The roof is sloping and formed of four tiers 
(each edged with a serie.s of lancet-headed 
acrotarias), and terminates at the top in 
a small square flat surrounded by Sara- 
cenic battlements. The roof is supported 
in the middle by four square pillars and 
several iron beams. In the interior face 
the room has no ornaments of any kind 
except a rich framing of chlorite round the 
central doorway on the west side. The design 
of this beautiful piece of work is the counter- 
part of that of the Kanarak gateway. On 
the left jamb of this door there are two 
inscriptions — one in Uriya and the other in 
Sanskrit; but neither of these affords any 
information regarding the age of the build- 
ing. In the eastern wall there are two 
niches, one of which contains an image of 
the androgynous Haraparvati. 

The next building of the group is the Mohan 
or porch. 1 1 is of the same age and style as 
the tower itself, and was planned and built 
at the same time. According to the temple 
records of Puri, the foundation of this 
building was laid in the reign of Tayati 
Kesari, who wrested Orissa from the hands 
of the so-called Yavauas and re-established 
Hinduism on the ruins of Buddhism. The 
prince reigned from 474 to 526 A.D.; but the 
foundation having been laid at about the 
close of his reign, he did not live long 
enough to finish the temple. His suc- 
cessor, Surya Kesari, during his long reign 
seems to have done nothing for the temple, 
but Ananta, who followed him, proceeded 
with the work, and it was completed in the 
reign of Lalitendra Kesari alian Alabu Kesari 
From corner to corner the porch measures 
65 feet by 45 feet, but the sides are broken 
by three-fold projections. Unlike the two 
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preceding ones, it has heen huilt to appear as if ■ 
it rose from the ground without the inter- ; 
vention of any separate plinth or surround- i 
ing herm. ' 

The lowest part of the walls is shaped like a ’ 
plain tile, a foot thick, and on it are ranged . 
a series of pitchers in high relief, forming j 
the stylobate. From each of these pitchers 
rises a highly ornamented pilaster so as to 
divide the surface into niches, which are 
filled with alto-reUevo figures of men, 
women, and lions. The decorations are of 
the most sumptuous character, and the orna- 
ments have heen put in with lavish profu- 
sion. he doorvs'ay in the centre was 
originally closed hy six muUion bars, each 
hearing the figure of a danseuse. On the 
north side these mullions are still in situ, 
hut on the south three of the bars were 
some time ago removed to form a door- 
way for the convenience of the priests, 
who found the passage through the nat 
mandir circuitous. Three of the bars are still 
in position. The spaces between the bars had 
heen originally left open for the admission of 
light ; but the light admitted hy the doorway 
being more than enough, the openings were 
subsequently closed, and within the north 
side a thin partition was built, so as to convert 
the space between the bars and the partition 
wall (an area equal to the thickness 
of the wall of the building) into a small 
chamber. 

The cornice is flat, and projects four feet. 
The roof is pyramidal, like that of the Bhoga 
Mandapa, and formed of receding ledges. 

It is divided into two tiers by a narrow 
perpendicular neck. The lower tier has 
nine ledges, and the upper one six. The 
edges of these ledges are elaborately carved 
and crowned at short inteiwals by lancet- 
headed finials. The subjects on the edges 
include processions of horses, elephants, 
camels, cattle, and troops of infantry 
and cavalry. The central projection of 
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each tier has a pediment flanked by model ' 
temples, and crowned with the statue of a j 
lion seated on its hind-quarters. The roof : 
above the upper tier is flat, and from the j 
centre of it rises a cylindrical neck support- i 
inp the pinnacle. This is a repetitiou of | 
what occurs on the Bhoga Mandapa, except j 
in the sloping ribbed form under the \ 
Amlasila. On the Bhoga Mandapa this j 
form is single, whereas on the Mohan it i 
is doubled. Though the w'alls are thick j 
enough to support any amount of weight | 
that might be put on tliem, the corhelliug of i 
the roof is too rapid, or not sufficiently gra- . 
dual to throw the whole weight of the roof on ' 
the wal's. A great deal of its middle portion 
consequently needed additional support, and ! 
this has been provided by four massive square ’ 
pillars, dividing the area of the room into ^ 
a nave and two side aisles. The pillars are' 
30 feet high, perfectly plain, and the 
space between the front wall on the east ; 
and the two foiemost pillars, has been ; 
partiti'.ned by flying wails, leaving a pass- ' 
age from the door to the nave, and forming i 

two side rooms. i 

I 

Close by the southern entrance on the left ; 
hand side there is a square chamber with a i 
pyramidal roof. From the outlines of oma- j 
ments punched on this roof it would appear j 
that the original design included an elaborate 
piece of workmanship, which has never been 
finished. Tlie room contains several small 
brazen images, which are carried about on 
ceremonial occasions as substitutes for the 
presiding divinity of the Great Tower In 
front of the last, and on the right hand side . 
of the entrance to the porch, a pillared chan- j 
try was commenced, but after the columns I 
had been built to the height of four feet the J 
work was abandoned. Its area is now ; 

' covered over with a thatch On the noith j 
I side, right in front of the mullioned window, , 

I and close by it, there is one large and 
I several small temples. 
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The Great Tow- Abutting on the Mohan on the west side stands 
er. the Great Tower. Its ground-plan is of the 

same dimensions as that of the porch, except 
as regards the central projections, which on 
I the north and the south sides are broader, 

and on the west narrower, tlian those of the 
porch. The plinth is modelled into a series 
of pitchers, and thereupon rises a series of 
! pilasters so arranged as to divide the surface 

of the body into a number of niches of the 
same character as on the porch. Each pro- 
jection has a central large niche, with small 
ones above and on each side. These niches 
give the appearance of a three-storied 
I building to the facade. The recesses also have 

! niches, but they are not so elaborate, nor are 

they flanked with side pilasters. The lowest 
niche on the central projection of each side 
j is the largest and grandest. The niche is 

deep, and forms the resting-place for a 
large statue slightly taller than life-size. 
On the north side the statue is that of 
Bhagavati, the spouse of the presiding 
divinity of the tower ; on the west, that of 
Kartika, his eldest son ; and on the south, 
that of Ganesa, his second-bom. For the 
protection of these figures from the weather 
an open pavilion has been built in front of 
each ; but these structures are of a much 
later date, and not at all in keeping with 
the style of the tower. They are ugly in 
shape, totally , devoid of ornament, and 
serve only to intercept the view of the 
majestic edifice in front of which they stand. 

The niches on the side projections, though 
not quite so elaborate as the central one, 
are by no means wanting in ornament. 

I They are, however, not so deep as the 

central one, and the images carved on them 
are in bas-relief. 

The niches on the corner projections are 
smaller and less sumptuous than the last ; 
they serve as receptacles for the eight 
guardian divinities of the quarters, com- 
monly called Dikpalas. These are Indra 
for the east ; Agni for the south-east ; Yama 
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for the south ; Nririti for the south-west ; 
Vanina for the west ; Marat for the north- 
west ; Kuvera for the north ; and Isa for 
the north-east. In the Puranas two others j 
are named — Brahma for the upper regions 
and Ananta for the lower ; hut these could not 
be provided for on the sides of the temple 
without offending the rales of the Shastra. 
The recesses between the projections have 
also their niches, hut these are of a modest 
character and of simple form. The 
figures designed for these are rampant lions, 
and statues, 5 feet high, of men and women 
in different positions. Some of the figures 
are single, and intended to represent dancing- 
^Is ; others are in couples standing 
in various attitudes. Some of the last are 
so grossly obscene that it is impossible to 
describe them. The number of these, however, 
is not large. A few have been mutilated 
and others removed, leaving the niches empty. 
They also occur on the horizontal bands 
which separate the three tiers of niches. 
Domestic scenes in bas-relief are introduced 
below the pediments over the niches, and 
also on small panels on the piers. They are 
generally of small size, not more than a foot 
in height, and are now much disfigured 
The statues were prepared in the ateliers of 
the artists, and then put in their respective 
positions ; but the bas-rehefs and panels were 
all carved in situ. 

The body of the tower is about 55 feet high, 
and, omitting the side projections, forms a 
square on the ground-plan. Over this rises the 
spire, but without the interposition of a comice 
or other feature to mark the transition from | 
the body to the spire. The horizontal mould- j 
ings, which run over the topmost tier of i 
niches are, however, so discontinued as to | 
indicate where the former ends and the latter | 
begins. The projections of the body, though | 
gradually reduced in depth and bresidth, are 
carried along the whole height, and are 
crossed by horizontal bands as on the upper 
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part of the body, but they have no niches, 
i The central band has at its base a large 
pediment of a ooat-of-arms pattern, and its 
sides are flanked by a string of model temples 
! in bas-relief which rise to the base of the 
1 crown. Just above the pediment there is a 
statue of a lion rampant projecting from the 
! wall, and at the top a small window like 
opening, which was probably intended to 
throw light into the interior and promote its 
ventilation. The top of the spire is flat, 

! and from the centre of it rises a cylindrical 
neck supporting a ribbed dome, over which is 
placed the pinnacle or kalasa. As additional 
supports to the dome there are under it 12 
statues of lions seated on their haunches. 
The pinnacle is shaped like a Grecian urn. 
Over the last there is a massive iron trident with 
one straight and two curved prongs, and not, 
as is ordinarily the case, having three straight 
prongs. It has now only two prongs, one of 
the side ones having been struck by light- 
ning. To the trident is attached a large 
flagstaS' ; and the flag on it, a triangular piece 
of yellow calico, is renewed whenever a pious 
pilgrim can be induced to defray the cost of a 
new one. 

* The height of the temple, from the paved 
courtyard to the top of the kalasa, is 160 feet ; 
but as the floor of the temple is two feet 
low'er than the courtyard, and it is to be pre- 
sumed that w^hen the temple was built the 
courtyard was lower than the floor, the total 
height originally must have been about 165 
feet. It is not unlikely that formerly there 
was a chain or rope descending from the base 
of the kalasa to the ground, whereby people 
could ascend to the top when required, to 
I renew the flag or for casual repairs ; but there 
1 is nothing of the kind now. 
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• On this point I 
further informa- 
tion is necessary, 
as no correct sec- 
tion drawn to 
scale exists, nor 
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how the height 
was ascertained. 


Tlie eastern facade abuts on the porch. There 
is no ornament or decoration on that side 
except in the walls which face the recesses 
between the two buildings, and there the 
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30 Puri ... Bhuvaneswar 


Minor temples 


carvings are counterparts of what are seen 
on the other sides. The doorway between 
the two buildings is plain, having no framing 
nor moulding around it. The sanctum, like 
the body of the temple, is a square having a 
canopy on the top, and over it a roof dividing 
the interior of the tower into two stories. 

These, though of less importance than the 
great temple, are nevertheless of great interest, 
and very well worthy of preservation. 


31 Do. ... Kanarak 


The Black Pa- 
goda of Ka- 
narak. 


The Black Pagoda, or the temple of the Sun, 
known as the Kanarak temple, was built by 
one Narsingh Deo in A.D. 1277. It is 
situated about 19 miles north-west of Puri, 
and about 2 } miles from the sea coast. The size 
of the temple inside is 60 feet square, with 
walls about eight feet in thickness, having 
four doorways, which are made of immense 
slabs of indurated chlorite, very minutely 
carved with figures and other devices. Over 
the doorway of tlie west side, there was 
one solid piece of this stone, which has 
now fallen down without having received any 
injury. On it are carved the nine figures of 
the Navagraha, each one foot six inches broad 
by two feet in height. These figures have four 
hands and arms from the elbow, and hold 
something in each hand. They sit cross- 
legged, tailor-fashion, and have on their heads 
steeple crowned hats. The mass of stone on 
which they are carved measures 19 by 4^ by 
3^ feet, or 299’25 cubic feet, and weighs 
about 24 tons. The whole of the exterior of 
the pagoda is very elaborately carved, i 
some of the figures being life size. These 
are placed in niches between carved pilasters, 
most of them being human figures of the most 
obscene character. The temple is built ot 
coarse sandstone, 3. he stones have been fas- 
tened together with iron dowels, and mortar 
has been little used. The stones lie very close 
together and are generally massive. The 
interior had a double roof, but the inner 
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has fallen in. One of the most interesting 
features about it is the use of large solid 
iron beams ; those which supported the i 
inner roof are from 11 lo 15 inches square, 
and not less than 60 feet long. Tliey 
appear to have been constructed of wrought- i 
iron, first in pieces of about three inches ; 
square in section. Several of them were : 
then put togetlier and welded, the marks I 
of the hammer be ng distinctly visible, i 
Some of the beams of a smaller section are ■ 
still in the building, supporting the stones 
over the doorways. Arches have not been , 
used, but over the doorways there are reliev- ' 
ing openings, corbelled so as to relieve ■ 
the beams fiom the weight of the ma- 
sonry. The interior of the building is also ; 
corbelled to a point and not domed. The i 
present temple, according to the tradition of 
the inhabitants, was intended as an entrance 
to the Great Temple that was partly construe- : 
ted and allowed to go to ruin. The huge piles j 
of cut -stone, together with the number of colos- . 
sal figures of griffins, elephants, and horses , 
about, show that the construction of a very j 
large temple was intended. j 

The Athara Nala bridge, on the Puri road, i 
at the entrance to the town of Puri, is also 
of some antiquity’. It is supposed to have j 
been built by one Kabir K arsingh Deo in I 
A. D. 1300. It consists of 11 openings — 16 
of eight-feet span, two of 19, and one of 14. 
It is ‘built of laterite and sand stone, the 
openings being closed over by corbelling ; its 
entire length is 320 feet. 

Tliese are the most ancient and important caves 
in Bengal, containing as they do the Aira 
llaja inscTiptioii, and also numerous others 
dating from Asokato thelate mediieval period 
of the Hindu revival. 


This is one of the Asoka edicts containing an 
additional tablet, and therefore even more 
important than the usual pillar edicts. 
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Simraun is partly situated in British territory, 
the frontier line passing through the walls. 
The river Jamuni flows to the west, while the 
Nipali villages of Kaehorwa and Bhawan- 
pur hound it on the east and north. 'Ihe 
ruins are in the form of a square, surrounded 
hy an outer and an inner wall. The former, 
which is made of unhurnt bricks, is 14 miles j 
in circumference, the latter only 10. On the : 
east side six or seven ditches can stfll he 
traced between the walls, while towards the 
west three or four are apparent.' Inside 
there are the remains of large buildings. i 
The tank, called Isra, measures 333 yards ; 
along one side and 210 along the other. Its ; 
sides are composed of the finest burnt bricks, ' 
each a cubit square and one maund in weight, i 
The remains of palaces and temples disclose \ 
some finely- carved basements, with a super- j 
structure of beautiful bricks. Some of the ^ 
stones, which are 5 feet long, broad, and i 
deep must have been brought from a dis- ‘ 
tance of twenty-five miles. Twenty idols 
have been extricated ; many, however, are 
much mutilated. The citadel or kotwali 
chautosa is situated on the north, and the 
palace or ranihas in the centre ; hut both only 
exist as tumuli, from 20 to 25 feet high, , 
coves ed with trees and jungle. Tradition : 
says that Simraun was founded hy Nanyupa : 
Deva, A D. 1097. Six of his dynasty 
reigned with much splendour, hut the last of 
the line, Hari Sinha Deo, was driven out in ' 
1322 or 1323 hy the Muhammadans. 

Ruins of mounds| Two miles south of Kesariya thana on the i 
with stupa. j road to Sattar ghat, there stands a lofty brick ' 
j mound, capped by a solid brick tower of , 
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considerable size. It is a ruined mass of 
solid brickwork, 62 feet in height and 1,400 
feet in circumference at the base of the mins ; 
on the top there is a solid brick stupa, the 
whole surface of which is rained excepting i 
at the base, which is still perfect in many | 
places. In the most perfect part there are 15 i 
courses of surface brickwork still in good order, I 
and in two other places there are 10 and 11 j 
courses perfect. From these three points ! 
General Cunningham made out the base of j 
the stupa to be 68 feet 5 inches in dia- | 
meter. He also estimated the height at 38 i 
feet 7^ inches for the cylindrical portion, ! 
and at 12 feet 10| inches for the dome, or j 
altogether 51^ feet. From the ruined state | 
of the lower mound, compared with the ^ 
perfect state of the base of the upper stupa, ! 
General Cunningham infers that the present 
stupa dates between A.D. 200 and 700, 
and that it was built upon the ruined mass 
of a much older and much larger stupa. | 
The practice of erecting stupas on ancient 
foundations was not uncommon. This ancient , 
monument is known to the people as Raja 
Ben ka Deora. The similar hut smaller stupa ' 
at Kasiya is also called a Deora. In both 
cases the name belongs to the upper stupa, ' 
and not to the w'hole mass, as all mounds, 
whether of earth or brick, in this part cf the . 
country are named Bliisa. Of Raja Ben the ' 
people have no traditions, except that he was j 
one of the five supreme emperors of ludia. : 
'The piece of water immediately to the south : 
of the stupa is also named after him. Raja ! 
Ben-ka Digha, or Raja Ben’s 'Tank. Less 
than a mile north north-east of this stupa 
there is a low mound with the walls of a 
small temple 10 feet square. The head and 
shoulders of a colossal figure of Buddha, with ; 
the usual crisp, curly locks, are also visible. 
General Cunningham supposes this to have 
been the site of a monastery, as the remains ' 
of cells are still visible. i 


N umber. 
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PATNA DIVISION— 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Champaran 


Lauriya Araraj . . , 


Ditto 


Ditto 


rillar 


Ruins at Lau- 
riya Navand- 
garh or Ma- 
thia, includ- 
ing the lion 
pillar. 


Arara]’ is a village situated about 20 miles to 
the north-west of Kesariya. About a mite to 
the south-west there is a lofty stone column, 
called Laur, which bears in well-cut and well- 
preserved letters several of the edicts of King 
Asoka. The edicts, which are most neatly 
engraved, are divided into two distinct por- 
tions, that to the north containing 18 lines 
and that to the south 23 lines. The pillar 
consists of a single block of polished sandstone, 
36^ feet high, with a diameter at the base of 
41 '8 inches and 37 "6 at the top. There is no 
capital, and the whole has been disfigured by 
the names which visitors have cut upon it. 

About half a mile north-east of Lauriya, and 
15 miles north west- west of Bettia, there are 
some very extensive remains, consisting of 
three rows of earthen barrows or huge conical 
mounds of earth, of w'hiehtworun from north 
to south, and the third from east to west. 
General Cunningham, who visited them, consi- 
ders them to be sepulchral mounds of early 
kings before Buddhism arose, and that their 
date is some time between 1500 and 600 
B.C. A small punch-marked silver coin was 
found on the spot, the date of which is 
anterior to Alexander the Great ; and also a 
seal of black earthenware, with an inscription 
in the Gupta character, and therefore to be 
referred to a date some time between the 
second and third centuries B.C. At the end 
of the name Atavija is the mystic cross, over 
it the symbol of Dharmma, and to the left 
a trident, which shows that these mounds 
were certainly occupied by the Buddhists in 
the second or third century before Christ. 
General Cunningham is unable to determine 
where the earth forming the barrows came 


from, as there 
hand. 


are no excavations near at 


A short distance from these barrows stands the 
lion pillar of Lauriya Navandgarh. This 
consists of a single block of polished sandstone, 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Class. 


In good order 


Whethek bestoeation 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POS.SIBLE. 


Eemarks. 


Whether pbo- 
togr.apbs, 

_ [plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


la 


Pillar in good 
order. 


Yes 


Yes 


Eemakks. 


ptWe also Arehse- 
ologieal report, 

Vol. I. 


iiif 


Yes, the pillar 
deserves pre- 
servation, but 
the mounds 
only need 
exploration. 


Yes 


* Pillar, 
t Barrows. 

FiV/e also ArchoB- 
ological report, 
Tol. I. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
preoeiit use. 


Present state of 
preservatiou. 


Whether eestobatioh 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Eemarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Hemabxs 


6 Champaran Eamjnirwa 


32 feet Qjinehcs high, with a top diameter of 
26‘2 inches, and a base diameter of 35'5. Tlie 
capital, which is 6 feet 1 0 inehes in height, 
is hell-shaped, with a circular abacus, support- 
ing the statue of a lion facing the north. 
The abacus is ornamented by a representation 
of a row of Brahmini geese pecking at their 
food. The lion is injured in the mouth, and 
the column bears the mark of a cannon-ball. 
The people near ascribe this injury to the 
Mussalmans ; on the pillar is the following 
Muhammadan inscription : — Mahiudin-Mu- 
hammad Aurangzeb Badshah Alumgir Grhazi, 
San 1071. 

The column is much thinner and lighter than 
the one at Araraj. The edicts of Asoka have 
been beautifully inscribed, and there are also 
some unimportant inscriptions in modern { 
Nagri, The pillar is now worshipped as a 
phallus, and is commonly known asBhim 
fcinh’s lathi, or club. 

Asoka Lat ... The Eampurwa pillar is similar to that of 
Lauriya Navandgarh in dimensions, that is 
to say, in diameter of the shaft at top, 
26;p inches. It is impossible to measure 
the diameter of the base, as it is buried 
in the ground much below the water level. 
However, by the apparent form of the 
column, it is believed that the base would also 
correspond in diameter with that of the 
monument at Lauriya, and it is believed that 
in height also the Rampurwa pillar would not 
vary much, if at all, from the pillar with 
which it is compared. Both the shaft and 
capital of the Eiimpurwa monument are 
composed of very highly polished sandstone. 
The present position of the pillar is nearly 
horizontal, and when General Cunningham 
first visited the site, the upper portion of the 
capital alone was visible. It is believed there I 
had been some digging done around the 
pillar a few years back, but of this excavation 
there only remained a slight trace : the obli- j 
teration might possibly have been caused by 
the earth silting up in course of time, which is 
the more likely, as the water level was barely 
five feet six inches below the surface. 


Lying neglected ia Yes 


... Yes, but Vid^ also Archse* 
not com- ologioal report, 
plete. Vol. XVI. 
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District. 


7 Darbhanga 

8 Do. 


Gaja 


9 Do. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Anj local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present u^e. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Sitanath 
Eaja Bull 

Gaya city 


Temple 


Port 


Ruins 


Ditto 


Temple 

Yishnu 


of 

Pad 


On the Kumla river near tlie Nipal frontier 


Known as Rajali Bull’s Garh, and said to be 
Very ancient. It has never been examined. 


Tbis old town is picturesquely situated on a 
rooky ridge running along the bank of the 
Phalgu. 't here are now no ancient buildings 
existing, but most of the present temples 
have been erected on former sites and with 
old materials. It has been a place of consid- 
erable importance for many centuries, but 
during this time there have been at least two 
changes of religion, and very few of the 
older structures are now intact, for, as the 
buildings (d the deserted faith were at hand 
and readly available, they were used in the 
coustruction of buildings belonging to the 
prevalent religion. On rare occasions only 
was a new temple built of fresh materials. 
With the exception of the temple of Vishnu 
Pad, all the otner temples are either conver- 
ted Buddhist or built with the materials 
obtained from Buddhist buildings. 


This is the largest and most important temple 
in Gaya. It fronts the east, and the 
facade is very striking. It is an ugly 
octagonal building about 100 feet high, with 
many very clumsy mouldings. The 
threshold is guarded by high folding doors 
plated with silver. In the centre is an 
octagonal basin plated with silver, w'hich 
surrounds the impress in stone of the god’s 
foot, about 16 inches in length. The pilgrims 
surround the basin and throw in their olferings 
of rice and water. To the south of the 
temple, and almost touching it, there is a 
handsome pillared hall or porch, where the 
bare rock shows itself ; in fact, the pillars are 
let into the solid rock for a foundation. 


Unknown 


Ditto 


j Gaya- 
! wals. 


Pair 


Whf.thfr rfstoratiox 
IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Cla«s. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


lia. 


iia. 


Probably yes... 


Ditto 


ib i Tes 


No. 


No. 


No 


Eemares. 


Remains of anti- 
quity which are 
of interest are to 
he found in 
most of the tem- 
ples kept up by 
the Gayawals. 
q he temples 
themselves are 
for the most 
part modem, or 
at least modern 
restorations on 
ancient founda- 
tions. Someofthe 
most interesting 
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1 





AVhether restoration 

1 


1 





IS DESIRABLE AND i 

: Whether pho- 


Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

^ Custody or 

Present state of 


POSSIBLE. 

1 togiaphs, ! 
'plans, or draw- | 

District. 

pieseiit use. 

preservation. 1 

1 



iiigs of the ! 





! 


building 


i 


i 

1 ! 


1 

Class. 

Remarks. 

exist. 


Kemaeks. 


I Note. — Some of the sculptures are of great in- 
I terest, but Mr. Beglar strongly deprecates the 
j expenditure of a single rupee from public funds j 
1 on the repair and conservation of these tern- j 
I pies. The Gayawals are amply rich enough to ] 
be able to easily afford to keep these temples i 
not only in repair, but also clean, a thing : 
never done. Pressure can, and might, if j 
deemed advisable, be brought to bear on them ! 
to compel them to observe in their temples the | 
most needed sanitary rules, instead of being ; 
allowed to spread disease and death all over ■ 
India ; and this can only be done by insisting • 
on professional engineering advice being taken i 
and carried out as to drainage, sanitation, I 
the perflation of wind, and the needful cubic 
feet of air space for the maximum numbers 
of pilgrims who gather at any period. Mr. 
Beglar most earnestly desires to bring this 
matter prominently to the notice of Govern- 
ment. 


[The above remark also applies to objects Nos. 10 
to 20.] 


and valuable 
inscriptions are 
let into the walls 
and floors of the 
temples, as also 
some sculpture, 
some few of the 
latter probably 
dating to 250 
B.O. It is 

only necessary 
that wilful and 
wanton injury 
be not inflicted 
on the ins- 
criptions and 
sculptures. 

Note.— The above 
remark also 
applies to objects 
Nos. 10 to 20. 
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PATNA DIVISION— 


District. 

Loca ity. 




Name of object. 


Any loral bistory or tradition regarding ife. 


Custody or 
[present use. 


10 ' Gflja ... i City Gajti 


! 11 I Do. 


: 12 Do. 


Ditto 


Gava 


Teir.ple of Ga- j This must have heen a fine stone temple, hut 
daciliar or i has heen modified and renewed at a eompara- 
Mace-hearer. | tively late date, and a number of Buddhist 
figures are collected in and around it. 

In front of the Vishnu Pad and Gadadliar tem- 
ples is the holy place where the pilgrims bathe 
ill the Phalgu. This forms a principal part in 
ttie ceremony of the pind, for which so many 
pilgrims annually visit Gaya from all parts 
of Hindustan and Nipal. 


I'emplc of Gay- ' The figure in this temple is that of Durga slay- 
eswaii Devi, i ing the buffalo or Mahishasur, hut as the des- 
i truction of the Asur Gaya is universally attri- 
buted to Vishnu, this temple must originally 
have contained a statue of tliat god as Gayes- 
i wara Deva, or the “ Lord of Gaya,” an asur or 
j demon. Several interesting sculptures and 
one long and well-preserved inscription are 
! also to be seen at the Krishna Dwarka 
temple. 


I’emi le 
15 1 ah 
Hill. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


WHF.THFR PvESTORATION 
IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


?lass. 


Remarks, 


Whether pho- 
tographs, plans, 
or drawintrs ot 
the building 
exist. 


Remarks. 


Gayawal Fair 


Ditto ! Do. 


at To the snutli of the town the range of 
majoni encii’cling hills ends in a conical hill 

called Brahmajoni, which is considered of 
great sanctity. The temple situated on the 
ummit is dedicated to tho Sakti, (>r female 
energy of Brahma, hence the name. The 
i figure is placed on an old pedestal, which is 
I said to have heen inscribed vvitli a verso 
i stating the date of erection in V. S. 1 6h0, or 
1 A. D, IfidS. It is approached by a flight of 


Ditto 


Do. 


j 

j 



erected about 32 years ago '1 he hill itself 
is 450 feet high, and is a prominent object. 
It is one of the principal places wliich must 
he visited by the pilgrims who come to per- 
form the ceremony of pind. 




Ho. 

Do. 

Tlie Aehnyhar 
temple. 

this is situated near the foot of the Bnih- 
majoni hill, and close to toe link mini 

Ditto 

Ho. 

ih. 


ih. 


Yes 


\b. i Yes 


ii. i Yes 


Yes 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition rigaiding it. 


Custody or 
jpreseut use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


1 Whethee eestobation 

IS DESIEABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Kemarks. 


Whether pho- 
tograplis, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Eemabks. 


tank. The temple is veiy old, and must 
have been a monastery chapel, as the present 
buildings, although mostly rebuilt and altered, 
seem to have been originally a Buddhist ' 
monastery. The final ceremony of pind is 
performed at this temple. ; 


14 Gaya 


Temple 


Mangala Devi., 


Higher up tbe same hill, which runs down to Gayawul 
the Rukmini tank, there is an old temple, ■ 
much in the same style as the temple at 
Buddha Gaya, called Mangala Devi, but of 
later date, and on the same bill, lower down 
on the eastern side, is another of tbe same 
style facing the Saraswati tank. 


ib. I Yes 


... i No 


Tbe Surajkund 
and temple. 


This is another of the principal places of pil- 
grimage, and is only a short distance from 
the Vishnu Pad. The temple is one of the 
oldest in Gaya, and evidently belongs to Bud- 
dhist times. Inside there is a valuable ins- 
cription dated in the era of Buddha’s death, 
or Nirvan, which is of great value in fixing 
the date of that event. The vestibule is 
formed of two double row's of pillars, all 
J 0 feet in height, and all leaning more or less 
to the north. 'I’here are five pillars in each 
row. A great number of mutilated statues 
a'e let into the walls on either side. 


lb. Yes 


... No. 


L6 Do. 


Kund Petta Another place which must be visited by i Ditto i P)q 
M aheswar. pilgrims is this tank. '1 he present buildings, i 

[ are quite modern ; but a great number of 

Buddhist statues are collected in and ■ j 

around them. ! i 


Buddha Gaya 


The four sacred places noticed in the annals ■ 
of Buddhism are Kapilavastu, the birth- 
place of Buddha ; Buddha Gaya, his hermit- 
age ; Benares, where he first promulgated his 
doctrine ; aud Kusi, the place of his nirvana, 
to the attainment of which he had devoted 
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PATKA DIVISION— 


liistrict. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


I 

Custody I 
or present ! 
use. ( 


Present state of 
preservation. 



Whetheb eestobation 

Whether pho- 



IS DESIRABLE AND 



POSSIBLE. ^ 

tographs, 
plans, or draw- 

Eemaeks. 


j 

ings of the 


1 

building 


1 

Class. Kemarks, 

1 

exist. 



Gaya 


Butltllia Gaya 


his long and arduous life. They were all 
places of great sanctity, and for 1,500 years 
were held in the estimation of his followers 
as the holiest places of pilgrimage on earth. 
With the expulsion of Buddhism from India, 
three of them have fallen into oblivion, 
and one has been appropriated to Hindu 
worship. 

Buddha Gaya is now a large thritdng village : 
I on the west banh of the river Lilajan, about 
1 sis miles from Gaym. There are several small 
' mounds and a large one on the east side of j 
the village. They mark the sites of ancient 
' buildings which have long since crumbled to 
! dust. The largest mound covers an area of 
j 1,500 by 1,400 feet, and is divided into two i 
j unequal parts by a village road. The south- j 
; ern portion is about one-third the size of the i 
northern one, but it is most important, as in ' 

I its centre stands the most ancient monument : 

' in the village, the great temple, which will 

j he noticed below. i 

I I 

I 

( 


The 
Temple of Bud- 
dim Gaya. j 


Great I The most important object of antiquity is the ! Maliant 
great temple there, which is also remarkable 
as being the finest brick structure still stand- 
ing in India. The bricks are of large size, [ 
the largest being 18" x 18" x 4" nearly. These I 
however are only found in the very lowest 
com-ses the rest vary from 18 x 12 x 2j | 
to 12 X 8 X The cement used was . 

clay both for the walls and the arches. ' 

Cement ot surki and hme, how'ever, was not 
uukuovvTi at the time, for it has been used , 


on roofs, cojjings, and other exposed places, ' 
and also for plastering the walls and for 
the formation of mouldings and ornamental ^ 
figures. The temple was built in the first 
century A H-, on tlie site of a still older one ! 
built by the Emperor Asoka 250 years i 
before that date. It was surrounded by i 
I a stone railing set up by that monarch, and 
' within this enclusure, it would seem, no 


In good Older ... 


i«. 


Already 

pjaired. 


i 

I 

I 

i 

1 


1 


re- Yes. 


1 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 




Whether restoration 




IS desirable and 

Whether pho- 




POSSIBLE. 

tographs. 

Custody or 

Present stnte of 



plans, or draw- 

present use. 

preserv.ttion. 



injrs of the 





building 



(Uass 

Remarks 

exist. 


Eems rks. 


other building originally existed. A part of 
this railing was found in situ by Captain Mead 
in 1864, when he carried on, by order of 
Government, certain excavations round 
the temple. Thirty-two pillars of this rail- I 
iiig were also traced in the verandah of 
the private residence of the mahant or abbot 
who owns the place. 

t 

The only part of the building which remains at*: 
all entire is the great shrine. It is a slender 
quadrangular pyramid of great height. Tlie 
spire is on three sides surrounded by a terrace ! 
about 2o or 30 feet high, the extreme dimen- ^ 
sions of which are 78 feet by 98 feet. 

One end of this terrace, towards the east, ; 

formerly covered the porch, which has now 
fallen and brought down part of the ter- 
race with it. A stair from each side of the ' 
porch led up to the terrace, on which there i 
was a fine walk round the temple, leading to 
the second story of the shrine in front, and , 
to a large area behind, on which is planted the 
celebrated pipal tree. The interior of the 
I shrine consists of a chamber. At the far end 
j is a throne of stone, on which is placed a 

j mis-shapen daub of clay representing the : 

Deity. Above this chamber are tw'o others, 
one on the level of the old terrace, and the 
j other still higher ; but the falling of the porch 
1 has cut off all communication with these 
: chambers. i 


The doorway of this temple is placed on the : 
I east side, and measures 6 ^ feet in breadth, 
j forming, witli tlie depth of the wall, a vesti- j 
I bule 65 feet by 13^ feet. The door frame is ] 
\ formed of stone bars of a reddish grey colour, ; 
i and over it there is a cross bar of grey-colored ; 
! stone, forming a strong hypertherion. Then ! 
. follows a blocking course of considerable ; 
thickness. U'he space over it was left open, i 


I 


*The description 
refers to the tern 
pie before repair. 

I the triangular 
slit referred to 
having been 
caused by the 
falling in of 
I the triangular I 
{ piece abc've the [ 
j doorway below, j 



Ninnbc»‘. 
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Whether restoration 







IS DESIRABLE AND 





Custody or 
pieseiit Use. 

Present state of 


POSSIBLE. 

Ditru't. 

Loculity. 

Name of object. 

Any history or trnditiun regarding it. 

preservation. 

1 

Class. 

Bemarhs. 



Whether pho- 
to;^iaphs, 
plans, or di aw* 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


EemaBCS. 


i8 ; Giiyii 


Ihuldha Gaya 


Miiinstcy 

iiiatli. 


or 


tlie sides first rising upright, but at a greater 
distance from each other than the width of 
the doorway, and then approaching each other 
so as to form a triangular slit of large dimen- 
sions. Tiie opening was produced by the 
gradual corbelling of the walls from the two 
sides, which gave to the sides the appear- 
ance of reversed flights of steps, each step 
being three bricks deep. 'Ihe two sides 
met at the top in a point. This shows the 
outline of the true Indian horizontal arch to 
perfection. It is said that this space was 
left open for the purpose of allowing the 
light at dawn to fall on the presiding divinity 
of the temple. 

Next to the great temple, the largest building 
in the locality is a monastery or math.^ It is 
situated on the left bank of the Lilajau, in 
the midst of a garden extending over an area 
of about 20 acres, and surrcmded by a high 
masoury wall. It is four-storied in some 
parts, but three-storied all round a small 
quadrangle. The ground floor round the 
quadrangle is faced by a one-storied veran- 
dah built on sculptured monolithic pillars on 
three sides and on wooden pillars on the 
fourth side. To the north of this there are 
three two-storied buildings of moderate size, 
and long ranges of out-offices and stables 
on the east front. On the south there is a 
commodious three-storied building called 
Baradwari, with a terrace in front of it. 
There are also four temples, one of which 
contains only a marble slab, originally de- 
signed for a chitlbnier, but now bearing an 
inscription partly in Sanskrit and partly in 
Burmese ; a second contains some Buddhist 
statues. Outside this monastery, towards the 
west, on a part of the larp mound aforesaid, 
there is a two-storied building of good make 
and size. It belongs to the monastery, and 
around it are four Hindu temple.s one of 
which is dedicated to Jagauuatha, one 


The rooks are low, 
and the win- 
dows very small 
and few in 
number, but the 
building is very 
substantial and 
in excellent re- 
pair. 


111 . 


No 


The temple, ne- 
cropolis, ghat, 
monasteries and 
stupas have been 
repaired and 
only need keep- 
ingup. 


Yes. 
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District. 

Locality. 



Custody or 

JName of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

prC'Cut 





use. 


Pri sout st 'te nf 


Whether re.'^tokatign 

j IS DESIRABLE AND 

t POSSIBLE. 

! Whether pho- 
i toirraphs, 
p'aiis, or draw-, 

1 


iii”S of the 

1 

I Hein'rks. 

building 

|( lass. 


exist. 


19 Gava 


20 


Do. 


wliicli was built by Gmga Bai, who died at 
the beginuing of this century, is dedicated 
to Hama, aud the rest to Siva. 

Towards the south-west comer of the outer 
wall of the monastery there is a cemetery, 
also attached to the monastery. The dead 
bodies of the monks, unlike those of other 
Hindus, are buried, and the cemetery con- 
tains the araves of about two hundred 
perrons. The body is buried in a sitting 
posture, and in the case of mere neophytes 
a small circular mound of solid brickwork, 
from three to four feet high, is all that is 
deemed necessary for a covering for the | 
grave. For men of greater consequence a ; 
temple is held essential, aud in it, imiue- j 
diately over the corpse, a lingam is iuvari- | 
i ably consecrated. For Mahants the temple j 
j is large and elaborately ornamented. It I 
would seem that even for neophjtes a lingam j 
1 was held essential, but in the majority of 
' cases its place was supplied by a miniature 
votive stupa picked up from the Buddhist 
ruins in the neighbourhood. Half-buried 




on the top of the mound, it passes very well | 
for a lingam. On the way from Gaya to 
Buddha Gaya there are several monasteries 
of Hindu Sannyasis ; everywhere the graves 
are alike. 


1 

1 




1 

i 

t 

Buddha Gaya ... 

The stone seat 
of Buddha. 

The Yajrasana, or the adamant scat on which* 
Buddha was seated during his protracted 
meditation under tlie Buddha tree, is a circidar 
slab of hlue-coloured stone, five feet in 
diameter, carved on the upper face in an 
elaborate and ingenious design. It is now 
ly’iiig in the porch of an unfinished and 
unroofed temple dedicated to Yagiswari Devi, 
and would seem to be the ideuticid stone 
described by Fa Hian, a Chinese pilgrim who 
visited the holy places at Buddha Gaya 
before A.D. 399 aud 414. 



iw. 

Yes 

Yes 

*The stone was 
supposed to he 
the Yajrasan, 
and is so refer- 
red to in works 
hitherto pub- 
lished. Recent 
research proves 
it not to he the 
Y'ajrasau. 

Ditto 

Temple of Tara 
Devi. 

To the east of the Great Temple, and dose 
to it, there is a smaller one dedicated to Tara 
Devi. In style it is a miniature representation 

1 

III good order ... 

j ii^». 

Alieady repaired Y'es 

Already repaiied. 

1 


Number. 
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District. 


I Ga^'a 


1 : 
I ‘ 


t 


i 

1 


Lo( ality. 


N.iine of object. 


Any local bi&tory or tradition regarding it. 


j Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Biiddba Gaya 


of the Great Temple. It has been built 
■with bricks of the same size and make 
: as are foiled in the Great Temple, and | 

I cemented with clay. Tbe portion now visible j 
' measures 36 feet 5 inches in height on a base i 
; of 15| feet by I 65 feet. The chamber inside 
is 5 feet 8 inches by 5 feet 10 inches by 
1 11 feet 2 inches, having a vaulted roof in 

the form of a pointed Gothic arch. It was 
' probably plastered in the same way as the 
Great Temple. It was provided with a 
porch, 
i 

Mounds ... There are some mounds now existing outside 
the new boundary wall of the temple, and, 
if dug into, traces might be brought to light 
of the sites of some, of the numerous stone 
temples and stone houses in the neighbour- 
hood. Monolithic columns of 6 to 8 feet in 
I height and of rich designs axe largely met 
I with, and bases for these, of equally elaborate 
designs, are also abundant. Fragments of j 
mouldings, friezes, architraves, and other | 
architectural stones are to be met with stuck 
in the mud walls of almost every hut, 
over an area of five miles around the sacred 
spot. These prove the foirner existence of a 
considerable number of stone temples or other 1 
buildings in the neighbourhood of the Great 
Temple. 

I 

The stones used for these works of art are 
I granite, grey sandstone, basalt, and the dark 

blue potstone for which Gaya is so famous. 1 

The works in granite are the oldest, and they I 

are at the same time the roughest. 'Ihe I 

otlier stones came into use successively in the 1 

order named, and neatness and artistic excel- 
lence followed the same order. For boldness 
and freedom of execution, however, the 
carvings on the sandstone pillars of Asoka do 
not yield to the most finished work on the 
softest potstone. On the contrary, the latter 
is thoroughly conventional, whereas the 
former display a considerable amount of 
natural grace and freedom of action. 


Whethee eestoeation 
IS desirable akd 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether plio- 

j tdgraphs, 
plans, or draw* 

Class.^ 

Remarks. 

building 

exist. 


Eemabes. 


I 


1 



I 


No, 


They have been 
dug into as far 
as the Mahant 
would permit ; 
but further ex- 
ploration is de- 
sirable, as only 
recently the en- 
tire lower part 
of a monastery 
was exhumed 
by Mr. Beglar 
at the instance 
of General Cun- 
ningham and 
with the Ma- 
hant’s consent. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


WhBTHEB HESTOnATIOJt 
IS DESIKABLE AM) 
EOSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Kemarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Kkuabks, 


2i 


Graya 


Barabar bills in 
Jahanabad sub- 
division. 


Temple 

caves. 


and 


23 ; Do. 


Ditto 


The highest peak of these hills is crowned by 
a temple of great antiquity, sacred to Sidhes- 
wara, which contains a linga, said to have 
been placed there by Bara Hajah, the Asm' 
King of Dinajpur, whose bloody wars with 
Krishna still live in the traditions of the 
people. 

I To the south, and near the foot of this hill, the 
path up which is freely adorned by images 
of all kinds, lies a small valley enclosed on 
two sides by the mountain, on the third by 
an artificial barrier of stone, and on tlie 
fourth by a long low ridge of granite. Here 
in the solid rock have been cut the remark- 
able caves, which have given the name of 
Satghar to the glen. Four out of these seven 
extraordinary cav'es average 32 feet by 14, 
and three out of the four, named the Kama 
Ohopar cave, the Sudama cave, and tlie Lorcas 
Eishi cave, are chiselled to a wonderful polish. 
The fourth, the Viswa Mitra cave, is still 
unfinished. Inscriptions in the Pali character 
fix with certainty the date of the excavation 
of these caves. The oldest was dug in 252 
B.O. and the latest iu 214 B.C., so that they 
have been iu existence for more than 2,0U0 
years. Not far off is the sacred spring called 
the Patalganga, and in another spur of the 


In good order . . . 


Ditto 


ii5 


lU 


Yes 


Yes 


No. 


Yes. 


' 

hill, known as Nagarjuni, are the three other 
caves which complete the tSatghar or ‘ seven 
caves.’ The largest, Gopi cave, contains a 
small sunken tablet containing a short ins- 
cription in the ancient Pali character of 
Asoka’s edicts. The other two caves are 
called Vapiyu or well cave, and Vadathi cave. 
These three eaves were excavated by Dasa- 
ratha, the beloved of the Devas, on his acces- 
sion to the throne, about 121 B.C. 

1 




f 

1 

t 


Kawa Dol ... 

The most westerly hill is an isolated peak 
called Kawa Dol. This hill is quite 
inaccessible, as it is formed entirely of huge 
masses of granite piled precipitously above 
one another, and crowned with a single lofty 
block that frowns grandly over the plains 


Xegketed 

iia 

Yes 

Yes 

Thoi'C are the ruins 
of a large temple 
at the foot of the 
hill, and perhaps 
the largest statue 
of Buddha, in 



Number. 
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PATNA DIVISION— 


Uistr'ict. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


below. It is said that tbis pinnacle was for- 
merly topped by another block, which was so 
nicely balanced that it used to rock even 
when a crow alighted upon it. Hence it is 
called “ Kawa Dol,” or tbe crow’s saing.” 
There are many, but no very interesting rock 
sculptures, and there is a fine temple at foot 
of which ruins exist and deserve preservation. 


Present stnte of 
preservation. 


Whethee eestoeation 

IS 

DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

Class. 

Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
ulans, or tlraw- 
iuffs of tbe 
building 
exist. 


Eemabks. 


excellent order is 
yet seated in the 
ruins of the tem- 
ple, wherein it 
was originally 
enshrined. The 
rook.s round the 
foot of the hill 
are also in many 
places covered 
with sculpture. 
A few rupees 
would clear out 
the temple and 
pay for the re- 
newal of the 
walls of the sanc- 
tum, which might 
be rebuilt to the 
height of a few 
feet with rough 
boulders and 
mud, and roofed 
to save the statue 
from the weather. 

Cost of clearing 
and conservation, 
Bs. 75. 


24 


Gayd 


Barahar Hills in 
Jahaiiabad sub- 
division. 


A cave of the 
group called 
Kama Chopar. 


This is on the northern side of the above 
granite rock, and is 83 feet 65 inches long 
by 14 feet wide. The sides of the cave are 
6 feet 1| inches high, and the vaulted roof 
has a rise of 4 feet 8 inches, making the 
total height 10 feet 9 inclies. On the outside 
of the doorway there is an inscription in the 
ancient Pali, recording the excavation of the 
cave in the nineteenth year of the reign of 
Rajah Piyadasi, that is, of Asoka himself. 
4 he cave therefoi’e dates as far back as 245 
B.C. To the east of the doorway the rock 
has been cut away, and several rude sculp- 
tures have been executed on the scarped face, 
representing a liuga and two rude Brahmaui- 
cul figures. 


Rock 
cut and 
inscrib- 
ed caves. 


Good 


ia 


Yes 


Yes 


Nothing need 

he done ; hut 
unex;plored 
mounds also exist 
which, if Govern- 
ment desire, may 
he explored at a 
little cost. 

Note. — The above 
remark also 

applies to objects 
Nos. 25 to 29. 
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Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


IS DESIBABI.E AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- I 
t<graphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


25 Gaya ... Barabar Hills ... Sudama cave 


Do. ... Ditto 


Lomas 


27 Do. 


Gopi’s cave on 
Ihe Nagar- 
juni group. 


The Sudama and Lomas Rishi caves are cut in 
the western face of the rock, the Sudama to 
the north and the Lomas Rishi to the 
south. The Sudama cave, which has a 
plain doorway, has an inscription in the 
ancient character of Asoka’s pillars cut in 
the side of the doorway. It records the 
excavation of the cave in the twelfth year 
of the reign of Raja Piyadasi, that is, of 
Asoka himself ; the cave therefore dates as 
far back as 252 B.O. It consists of two 
rooms, a circular one of J9 feet 11 inches 
in diameter, and an outer one 32 feet 9 
inches in length by 19 feet 6 inches in 
breadth ; the walls are 6 feet 9 inches in 
height from the vaulted roof, which has 
a rise of 6 feet 6 inches, making the total 
height of the chamber 12 feet 3 inches. 

This is similar to the Sudama cave both in 
size and arrangements, but the roof is un- 
finished, while the walls and roof of the 
Sudama cave are highly polished. The 
doorways of both caves are of the Egyptian 
form, but the porch of the Lomas Rishi cave 
has been enlarged and ornamented, and 
represents the gable end of a tbatebed 
house with a frieze of elephants surround- 
ing the doorway. It is executed in a most 
artistic manner; indeed the drawing of the ele- 
phants contrasts favourably with the popular 
modern representations of this animal. 
General Cunningham is of opinion that 
this porch was executed at a later period 
than the cave itself. There is an inscription 
iu the porch over the doorway of the third 
or fourth century of the Christian era. It 
is curious to remark that in the representa- 
tions found on the bosses of the pillars of 
the Buddhist railing at Buddha Gaya there 
is a similar representation of the gable end 
of a thatched house forming the doorway of | 
a_cave._ _ | 

This is situated in the group of hills called 
Nngarjuni, near the Bhalgu river, and is 
about half a mile to the east of the Barabar 


... i'l I Yes 


Un- 

known. 


ia Yes 


... Yes ... All that is neces- 
sary I’.ere is 
to prevent the 


I 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of <jbjoct. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw 
jogs of the 
bnilding 
exist. 

Eemaeks. 

S 





Class 

Kemaiks. 


00 

i 

! 

Gaya ... 

Baralbar Hills . . . 

The cave called 

group. It is the largest cave cut in the 
southern face of the rocky ridge, and is ap- 
proached from below by a flight of rude 
stone steps, 'the height of the cave door- 
way above the level of the plains is about 
50 feet. The cave itself measures 46 feet 
5 inches long by 19 feet 2 inches broail, 
both ends being semicircular, and in the 
inscription on the doorway in the ancient 
character of Asoka’s edicts the caA'e is 
called the “ Gopi’s ” cave, and is said to 
have been executed by Dasaratha on bis 
accession to the throne. Dasaratha, accord- 
ing to the Vishnu Purana, was the grand- 
son of Asoka ; and as the son of Asoka, 
Sayasus, only reigned eight years, the 
accession of Dasaratha must have taken 
place in 214 B.O. 

The other two caves in the N agar j uni group 
are situated in the northern side, and on 
the southern face of a rocky ridge, running 
parallel with the Nagarjuui Hill, one to the 
west and the other to the east. 

The western cave is nearly hidden in a recess, 
and has its entrance facing the east The 
cave itself is 16 feet 4 inches by 4 feet 

3 inches, and there is a rude brick waU 
running across it, dividing it into two 
rooms, which has been done by some late 
occupant, said to have been a Mussulman 
fakir. There is an inscription in ancient 
Pali, in which the cave is called Vadith- 
' ka-Kubha, the rest being letter for letter the 
same as the inscription in the Gopi cave : the , 
date is therefore the same. I 

1 

1 

i 

Un- 1 

1 

Fair 

i 

1 

1 

\a 

i 

j 

i 

j 

Yes 

Yes. 

appropriation of 
the eaves by 
fakirs and jogis, 
who build rude 
walls and deny 
access to visitors ; 
the caves are 
beauti fully 
polished and 

inscribed. In the 
hills across the 
river are some 
caves and rock 
sculpture, and at 
their foot in the 
village the ruins 
of a fine temple. 
The sanctum 

is yet ititaot as 
well as the Ma- 
ha mandapa. 
This is well 
worth clearing 
out. Cost of 

clearing out the 
temple Es. 50. 

i 

1 

r 


Vadithi-ka- 

Kubha. 

know n , 


! 

i 

1 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


An local history or tradition regarding it. 


I Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whethee eestoeation 

IS DESIBABLE AND 
POSSIBLE, 


Kemarks, 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Kehabes. 


29 Gayd ... Barabar Hills 


30 Do. 


Dharawat 


The cave is call- The eastern cave has a small porch 6 feet 
ed“Vapiyaka long by 5^ feet broad, and the doorway 
Kubha,” or is Eg3rptian, like all the doors of these 

the well cave. caves. The cave itself is 11 j feet by 

16J feet long ; the roof is vaulted, 10^ 
feet in total height. There is an inscrip- 
tion on the porch in the ancient character 
of Asoka’s edicts, in which the cave 
is called Vapiya-ka-Euhha, or the well 
] eave. Ihe inscription is word for word 

the same as that cn toe Gopi cave, so that 
the date is the same, 214 B.C. In front of 
the cave there is a large well 9 feet in 
diameter. 

Eemains . . Dharawat lies immediately to the north of 
the Barahar Hills, about IJ miles distant. 
There are largo and extensive mounds in 
and around the present large village, and 
a large tank, called Chandokhartal, which is 
some 2,000 feet long by 809 feet wide, 
evidently as old as the Buddhist monas- 
teries which existed here. On the banks 
of the tank there is a little temple, near 
which there is a fine standing figure of the j 
famous Bodhisatwa Avalokiteswara, the | 
Padma Pani of the Thibetans, who is always 
represented with a lotus in his hand. 


Un- 

known. 


Mounds of ruins ii« Ves 


Few places in the 
Oaya district 
promise more 
than Dharawat, 
which has been 
identified with 
the Ounamati 
monastery men- 
tioned by Hwen- 
thsang. Detach- 
ed and destructive 
excavations for 
brick and for 
road metal have 
lately been made 
here, and these 
have yielded 
some very fine 
pieces of sculp- 
ture of a large 
size and in ex- 
cellent orJer 
j Coins also are 
said to have 
been found, and 
General Cunnin- 
gham in a short 
visit succeeded in 
obtaining some 
interesting seals. 
Excavations and 


! 
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I'istrict, 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tr.idition regarding it. 


Custody or Present state of 
present use. preservation. 


Whethek besioeation 

IS DESIHABER AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Bemabes. 


31 Gaj’a 


A pillared 
temple. 


Ner is on the Patna and Gaya road, west 
from Dhaxawat, and about twenty miles 
from Gaya. There is a pillared temple close 
to the road very much in the same style 
as the temple at Punawa. It consists of 
three rows of monolithic pillars, ten in 
each row. Fronting the temple there 
is a further row of four pillars. Ihe 
temple or shrine behind consists of brick 
and mud cement, but very little of it is 
now standing; the superstructure is en- 
tirely gone, and none of the temples of 
this form are sufficiently complete to allow 
of a conjecture as to their original form. 
1 he roof of the portico and of the shrine is 
composed of large granite slabs ; a linga 
occupies the shrine, and there is a muti- 
lated figure of Ganesa lying outside. Judg- 
ing by the size of the mound and the part 
of the shrine remaining, the teiuple must 
have been a lofty one. The bricks are 
large and well made, although inferior in 
this respect to those used in the construc- 
tion of the Buddha Gaya temple. It is pro- 
bable that the temple dates to about 700 A.D. 


Un- 

known. 


In ruins 


ii« Yes 


the convey- 
ance and safe 
custody of the 
sculpture are 
strongly recom- 
mended, but it 
is absolutely 
essential that 
the excavations 
be made under 
competent gui- 
dance if they 
are not to be 
barbarously des- 
tructive as those 
for road metal 
and bricks have 
been. 

The sanctum still 
exists though the 
tower fell in long 
ago, and most of 
the pillars and 
portion of roof are 
standing- The 
temple is used as a 
cattle-pen and for 
storing and dry- 
ing cow-cakes by 
the poor of the 
village. It is 
proposed to clear 
it out and to 
prevent the plas- 
tering of its pil- 
lars, floor, aud 
walls with cow- 
cakes and its use 
as a cattle-pen in 
future. Cost 
Es. 30. 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Present state of 
presei vation. 

Whethee bestoeation 

IS DESIEABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw 

EE]HAKKS. 

<o 

a 

0 






Class 

Remarks. 

building 

exist. 


32 

Gaya 

Pali, on the 
Patna road. 

Eemains 

About seven miles nearer Gaya, on the Patna 
road, there is a large motmd with a small 
modem temple. Near this was a large slab 
(now carried off to Gaya) with a representa- 
tive of the same grouj) of figures as at Konch 
Dapthu, &c. 



.. 

HI 

No 

No 

Exploration very 
desirable and 
promising. 

33 

Do. 

Kispa 

Eemains at 

Ghenjan. 

Kispa is about 6 miles from Ner towards the 
west, 'there are large mounds, and a 
very fine standing statue of Sakya Sinlia 
as a teacher, with the Buddhist creed in 
an inscription round the head. Near the 
above there is a large four-armed figure 
sitting on the shoulders of another squat- 
ing figure. 'I’his figure is quite unique ; and 
being the only specimen of the kind 
to be found in the district, it is not known 
to what it refers. There is also a curious 
sculptured block, but it is difficult to 
make out to what it belonged. 

Un- 

known. 

Scattered over the 
village, some of 
the sculptures in 
excellent order. 

ii'j 

Yes 

No 

1 

The ruins con- 
sist mainly of 
sculptures and 
mounds. There 
is a profusion of 
excellent sculp- 
tures (Bud- 
dhist mostly; 

which deserve 
attention and 

prese r v a t i o n , 
more especially 
as the greater 
number is ly- 
ing or standing 
in and about the 
village neglected 
and probably 

ownerless ; a few 
tentative explor- 
ing trenches may 
also be dug with 
great advantage 
in judiciously 

chosen directions. 

It is one of the 
most promising 
places for explor- 
ation. Explora- 
tion Es. 250 ; 
collection and 

carriage of sculp- 
tures Es 100. 

34 

Do. 

Ghenjan 

Ditto 

About a mile and a half from Kispa to the 
north-east there is a village called Ghenjan, 
on the top of a large mound. Htjre there is 
a very fine statue of Buddha, the ascetic, 

Do. ... 

Sculpture in fair 
order. 

iia 



Yes 

No ... 

There are exten- 
sive mounds in 
this village, 

which may yield 


Nuniber. 
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Locality. 


?6 


laya 


Deokund 



Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or Present state of 
present use. preservation. 


Whethee eestoeation 

IS DESIEABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


iClass. 


Eemarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the- 
huildings 
exist. 


■ Eemabks, 


witli representations of the birth, teaching, 
and death of Nirvana of Sakya Sinha in 
small figures surrounding it. This ^ is one 
of the best executed sculptures in the 
district, and although much mutilated and 
1 broken, it is of considerable interest. 


1 

1 


most interesting 
results. The 
sculptures al- 
ready above 
ground are in 
excellent order, 
and deserve to be 
cared for ; they 
aie Huddbist and 
of a large size. 
Trial trenches 
would, if judici- 
ously lined out, 
disclose a great 
deal. It is pro- 
posed to expend 
a small sum for 
excavation and 
for’)' removal of 
sculptures. 

Excavation Es. 
150 ; removal of 
sculpture Es. 50. 


, Eemains 

... 


This place is about 25 miles to the west 
of Gaya, and some distance inland from 
the Son. It must have been in early 
days a place of considerable importance. It 
bas a Brahmanist temple, and a linga has 
been placed in the shrine. A fair is held 
here in the month of Phalgun, when great 
I numbers of pilgrims assemble to bathe in 
the tank. The original temple must have 
been a large one, judging by the mass of 
brick rubbish in which the shrine is sunk. 
The shrine is now surmounted by a rude 
dome, but the lower part is still intact. 

I 

I 

f 

f 


Eesident 

Brah- 

mans. 


In ruins, hut pre- 
vented from 
utter collapse 
by occasional 
barbarous re- 
pair. 


I 


B iYes 


No 


This place was 
once the resi- 
dence of the wel- 
known Viswa- 
mitra Eishi, 
the contemporary 
of Eama, and 
who is mentioned 
in the Vedas 
His hermitage, 
which dated to 
1,400 B.C., or 
thereabouts, has 
long since dis- 
appeared, but 
the sanctity of 
the pLice down 
to the present 
day ia attested 
by one temple 
still standing at 
the village of 


Number. 
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Number. j 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tiadition regiirding it. 

Custody or 
preseiit use. 

Present state of 
preservjtiou. 

Whetheb eestoeation 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE 

Whether pho- 
togiaphs, 
plans, or draw* 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Eemabks. 

Class. 

Remarks. 

36 

Gaya 

Daudnager 

Remains 

Daudnager is a considerable town on the banks 
of the Son, 40 miles to the west of Gaya. 
The town, which is comparatively modern, 
was founded by Daud Khan, a Pathan soldier, 
who signalized himself by his bravery, and 
who subsequently, as a reward for the con- 
quest of Palamau, received jnghirs in this 
neighbourhood. He erected a fortified aomi 
for the protection of travellers, who were 

The sami 
is now 
used as 
a dwell- 
ing-place 
by the 
descen- 
dants of 
Daud 
Khan. 

I 

Fair 

1 

j 

iii 

1 

! 

No 

1 

1 

! 

j 

! 

j 

! No, but de- 
sirable. 

Deokund, where 
an annual fair is 
held, and by 
several mounds, 
ruins of other 
temples. The ex- 
istingtemple pro- 
bably dates to 
the seventh cen- 
tury, and is 
worthy of such 
conservation as 
can be done for 
a small sum ; 
photographs aud 
drawings to per- 
manently record 
the interesting 
features are need- 
ed. Rs. 500 
would not be too 
much to expend 
in conservation 
and exploration. 
Rs. 75 might be 
added for draw- 
ings and photo- 
graphs The site, 
it is seen, is one of 
the most ancient 
identifiable in 

the Patna Circle. 
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PATNA DIVISION— 


District. 


Locality, 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tr.idition regarding 5t. 


Custody or Present state of 
pre-ent use. preservation. 


subject to robbery on the road along the banks 
of the Son going to Patna. iJaud Khan 
died about 200 years ago. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 



ings of the 



building 

Class. 

Kemarks.^ 

exist. 


Eemabks. 


37 


38 


Do. 


Gaya ... Shamshernagar... 


■ Konoh 


Eernains 


Ditto 


... 1 About eight miles lower down the Son from 
1 Daudnagar, there is a considerable village, 
j called Shamshernagar, founded by and 
. named after Shamsher Khan, a nephew of 
I Daud Khan. A pleasing structure was built 
j here by him as bis tomb. 


On the road between Daudnagar and Gaya, 
about 16 miles from the latter, is the village 
of Konch. It consists of two parts, the 
I bazar on the road side, and the village proper 
1 about 100 yards to the north. Between the 
j two villages there are extensive mounds of ' 
' brick rubbish, and a great many figures ! 

and statues are scattered ab>)ut. The prin- i 
j cipal one is life-sized and beautifully carved, : 
I but the head is wanting. It probably re- i 
j presents Surya. Higher up on the mound i 
I there are two purely Buddhist fi«:ures yvith ; 
I the creed in inscriptions round the head, and | 
j two others, probably Surya, of a later type. : 
i Passing through the village proper one comes i 
j to the large temple mentioned by Buchanan, | 
a drawing of which is given in the 1st volume j 
of “ Martin’s India.” This building somewhat , 
resembles iii style that of the great temple at ^ 
Buddha Gaya, and the construction is much j 
the same ; the materials are the same, i 
beautifully moulded biicks set in mud cement. 
The lower chamber is 10 feet square, and has 
an arched roof, as in the Buddha Gaya temple. 
In the upper chamber the walls are gradually 
contracted, so that the four sides meet at the 
top. 'Ihe opening into the upper chamber 
is also on the lehra principle. In the con- 
struction of this building the Hindus showed 
that they understood both kinds of arch, and j 
used them as suited their requirements. The j 
west side of the temple has been much j 
damaged by the heavy rains, and large ' 
masses keep falling year by year. Unless 1 


In the 
posses- 
sion of 
the des- 
cendants 
ofSbum- 
sber 
Knan. 

Un- 

known. 


Rapidly falling to 
pieces. 


Partly dil apidated 


I 


I 


! 


ii6 


Yes 


iir/ j 

i 


) 


No, but de- 
siiabie. 

I 


Yes 


The place has been 
visited by both 
General Cun- 
ningham andMr. 
Beglar, and pho- 
tographs were 
taken by the 
latter and Mr. 
Peppe, but these 
photographs are 
not sufficient to 
illustrate the 
architecture in 
detail ; they give 
merely a general 
view. As the 
building is un- 
doubtedly of an- 
cient date, detail 
sections and ]>ho- 
tographs are 
needed ; and as it 
isn t too far gone 
for preservation, 
it is proposed that 
it be conserved. 
There is little lo 
excavate. 

Cost of conserva- 
tion Rs. 3,000. 

Photographs and 
! drawingsEs.lOO. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of objei t. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


39 1 Gaya 


40 


Do. 


Pali, on the road 
troin Gaya to 
Diiudnagar. 


Uemains 


Sibaii 


A stone temple 


something is done, this fine temple will soon 
he a mass of rubbish. A porch had been 
added to the original building, or, more likely, 
the original porch had become ruinous and 
had subsequently been repaired. It is 9 
feet by 22. In front of it a small courtyard 
has been added, also 9 feet by 22 ; a flight of 
steps led up from the level of the ground. In 
this courtyard and porch a great many ligures 
have been inserted or ranged along the walls, 
many of which are figured in “ Martin’s 
India.” To the north of the temple there 
are two cenotaphs over the remains of former 
mahants, but there is no monastic community 
settled here now, and the temple itself is not 
considered orthodox. Notwithstanding that 
there is a linga now occupying the shrine, the 
building itself is said to be the work of Kol 
Rajas. 

Four miles east of Konch, on the same road, 
there is a village called Pali, where there 
must have been some large tem files, only a 
few pillars of which are now standing. It 
must have been of the same style as those 
at Ner and Punawa. The sculptured 
doorway, part* of which is lying under a 
tree close by, closely resembles that at 
Punawa. 

About eight miles west of Konch, near the 
village of Sihari, there is a small stone 
temple on the roadside. It is constructed 
entirely of Chunar stone, and was com- 
pleted at Chunar and sent down fit for 
erection. 


Pret5ent state of 
preservaiiuu. 


Whetheb bestoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs plms.i 
or draw intfs of j 
the budding i 
exist. I 


REM4BE9. 


Un. 

known. 


In ruins, but 
sculpture iu fair 
01 dtr. 


Ill 


lU 


No 


No 


No 


• Removed to 
Gaya. 

This place contains 
the ruins of nu- 
merous temffles 
scattered between 
it andUtraii), the 
associated villa g<-; 
nothing can be 
done to preserve 
the ruins of the 
temples, but 
some of the 
scidpture is in 
excellent order 
and well woithy 
of preservation 
To extricate 
them, and to 
search for others 
in the mounds of 
such temples as 
are likely to con- 
tain them, Rs. 
150 is not con- 
sideied too much. 
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District, 


Locality, 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
ipresent use. 


Present state of 
preservation 


Whetheh bestoration 

IS DESK! ABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


la«s. 


Remarks. 


vVhetlier pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


■ Remarks. 


41 


Gaja 


IJmga 


Hemains 


Umga is situated within a few miles of "the Prohahlyj Fair 
dak bungalow of Madanpur, on the Grand the Ma- 
Trunk Eoad, and 14 miles west of Sha- harajaj 
harghati. Tliere is a temple here on a rocky of Deo. I 
spur of one of the highest hills overlook- 
ing the Grand Trunk Road, built entirely of 
square granite blocks without cement. The 
height of the temple from the rock to the 
crest is about 60 feet, the extreme length j 
from east to west is 68 feet, and the breadth ' 

53 teet. I’o the north and south there are i 
balconies which give the temple a distinctive ! 
character, and mark a transition from the | 
open pillared portico w'hich had previously j 
been the rule, as at Punawa, Ner, and ; 

Pali. The large porch in front was entirely i 
enclosed, and was lighted by these side ' 
balconies. The interior has a very imposing i 
appearance, and the monolithic pillars with 
bracket capitals mark a decided advance from 
the plain columns with cross brackets. 

Inside there is a large slab of black chlorite 
with a long inscription recording the building 
of the temple by Bhairab Indra in Samvat ; 

1496, i.e. A D. 1439, on Thuisday, the light 
half of the moon Vaisakh, and was dedicated 
to Jagannath, Balhhadra, and Subhadra. 

The shrine is, however, occupied by a linga. 

To the south of the temple there is a fine 
large tank with a flight cf stone steps on 
the east side nearest the fort, part of which 
is still standing uortn and south of the tank. 

Several mounds indicate the position of the 
town. Higher up the same hill on wliieh 
the temple is built, and on the summit of a 
liigher ridge, there is a curious little altar 
with a huge boulder alongside it. Under 
the boulder sacrifices of kids and other ' 
animals are still made. Every available 1 
ledge and spur on this hill seems to have j 
been occupied by similar structures, and there ' 
are also a great number of figures and ! 
liiigas both on thi.s and the adjoining hilis. ] 

Still higher up, and aPo facing the east, are ; 
tlie ruins of another temple, nearly ns large ; 
as the one lower down, and in the same style, ' 


' ib 


Yes 


Yes, but not 
enough. 


Little is needed in 
tlie temples be- 
yond detailed 
drawings of the 
architectural fea- 
tures, and plans 
and photographs 
in detail of the or- 
namention ; these 
would be very 
interesting, as 
few temples are 
now standing 
intact in the 
Patna Circle, ami 
none that Mr. 
Beglar can call 
to mind of the 
transition period 
to which these 
belong. Cost of 
drawings and 
p ho t o gr ap lis 
Bs. 100. 

Note — The above 
remark applies 
also to objects 
Nos. 42 and 43. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


42 


Gaj’ii 


I leo 


43 Do. 


,. ‘ Glieon 


Remains 


Ditto 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


but nearly the whole of the superstructure 
has fallen down. On the path between the 
tr'O temples there are several inscriptions 
cut on the face of the rock, but from the 
texture of the granite they are nearly 
illegible. On the hill opposite the dak 
bungalow there is a small temple and tank, 
which are of a much earlier date, the bricks and 
style resembling those at Buddha Gaya. In 
this ease also the chamber has an arched roof. 

Deo is twelve miles to the west of Uinga, and 
there is a very fine temple here. It is in 
the same style as the temple at Umga, and 
like these built of square blocks of stone. 
This temple, however, faces the west, and 
has been highly ornamented There is no 
inscription on the temple, but it may be of 
a somewhat earlier date than tho.«e at Uraga. 

Ctieon is situated about eight miles to the 
north-east of Umga. A large nuitiher of 
isolated little liills are dotted over the 
country for some distance north of the Grand 
Trunk Hoad. Nearly every one of these 
hills had small structures of some kind on 
their summits. To the east of the village of 
Cheon there are the ruins of a temple of 
considerable size built of square granite 
blocks without cement. It is now in ruins, 
only part of the shrine and doorway remain- 
ing. I he interior of tlie shrine is occupied 
by a liiiga, and there are no inscriptions ; hut 
from its general resemblance to the temples 
at Umga, it may he considered as of the 
same date. To the south of this temple, and 
to the east of a little hill, there is a fine life- 
sized, four- armed statue, with many frag- 
ments of others, also several mounds and 
masses of brick rubbish on every side. 
About 300 yards to the west, on another 
little hill, called Pachar, there is a cave about 
half way up the hill. It is a natural hollow, 
which has been built up, enclosing a cham- 
ber some 10 feet by 12, with a doorway sup- 
ported on bracket pillars. Inside there is a 
figure of Buddha surrounded by a seven- 
headed snake called Langabir. There is 


Probably 
the Ma- 
h ar aja 
of Deo. 


Ditto... 


Present stute of 
preservution. 


W HETHKE EESTOBATION 
IS DESIBABIiE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw, 
logs of the 
building 
exist. 


Eemabks. 


Fair 


Do. 


i6 i Yes 


i/' 


Yes 


Yes ; hut 
not near- 
ly enough. 


No. 


N uirbor. 
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District. 


Jjooali y. 


Kame of object. 


An}’ local history or tradition icgarJiug it. 


Custoiiy or 
present use. 


44 Gay& 


Punaw a 


Pemains 


45 Do. 


Sltamarhl 


A cave 


also a figure of Maha Maya, the mother of 
Budrlha A little platform has been con- 
structed in front of the cave, and a flight of 
rude steps led up from below. Ihe cave 
faces the south. 

This village is situated 14 miles east of 
Graj'a, and the principal antiquity is a pillared 
temple of Tiiloknath, whieh has no super- 
structure left; hut according to Major 
Kittoe, this was not the ease when he visited 
the place in 1847, at whieh time a consider- 
able portion of the superstructure was still 
perfect. One* of the doorways is beautifully 
carved in black chlorite, and is the finest 
piece of sculpture of the kind in this part 
of the country. 


Tresent state of 
preservatiuu. 


WhETHEU EESTOEATION 
IS PESIEABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, plans,| 
or drawings of 
the builuiiig 
exist. 


Hemarks. 


This place is noticed in Archaeological Ee- 
ports, vol. viii. It is only 14 miles from Punawa 
and about a mile south-east of a village called 
Nadgarha, on the Nawadah and Gaya road. 
There is a cave here excavated in a large 
block of granite on an open plain ; the door- 
way is of the Egyptian form, being 1 foot 


Un- 

known. 


In ruins 


111 


Yes, to a 
extent. 


small 


No ; but 
desirable 
after ex- 
ploration, 


Do 


In good order 


iia 


Yes 


Yes 


Bemasss. 


* Removed by Mr. 
Broadley to the 
Bihar Museum. 

There were inter- 
esting remains of 
temples at this 
place, and also at 
Kurkihar (object 
No. 46) ; but it is 
believed that all 
or most of what 
was of interest 
has been al- 
ready removed, it 
is said, by Mr. 
Broadley. He 
could not, how- 
ever, have re- 
moved the re- 
mains of the 
temple, which is 
deservingof some 
notice and should 
be preserved to 
prevent the exist- 
ing pillars falling 
or breaking ; the 
rubbish should 
be cleared out. 
Note — The above 
remark applies 
also to object 
No. 46. 

This cave, cut in a 
detached boulder, 
is uninscrihed ; 
but from the 
workm a n s h i p 
and polish of the 
interior, it is 
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Locality. 


Name of object. 


Kurkiliar 


liemains 


Giriyok 


Any local history or traditiin regarding it. 


Custody or 
present 
ni-e. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


■Whethkii restopatioji 
IT DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Eemarks. 


Whether pho- 
tosraphs, 
phins, or d'aw 
} ingsof'ihe 
I building 
ex'st. 


10 inches at the top and 2 feet 2 inches at 
the bottom. The passage leads into the cave 
at an oblique angle, and is 3 feet 5 inches 
long. The chamber itself is 15 feet 8 inches 
along the floor, 15 feet along the roof, 

6 feet inches high in the centre, and 

11 feet 1^ inches in width. The roof is 
vaulted, and springs from the floor The 
whole of the inside is highly polished, 
and the rock is as compact as those in which 
the caves at Barahar are executed. Curiously 
enough there is no trace of an inscription 
inside or out. Inside, from the high polish 
every where, no inscription could escape notice. 

Outside, without a recess being cut for its 
reception, no inscription could be cut, and 
there is no sign of any such recess. Its 
construction at any time must have been an 
achievement of no ordinary kind, and it is 
remarkable that an inscription should have 
been omitted The date of this cave must 
he about the same as the date of the caves at 
Barahar, which it so closely resembles. 

Kurkihar is situated about three miles north- Un- In ruins 
east of Punawa. There are large and exten- known, 
sive ruins at this place, and a great number 
of statues scattered over a large area. The 
principal one is a figure of Sakya Sinha 
sitting under the tree at Buddha Gaya, with 
representations of events of his life on either 
side and a small inscription on the pedestal. 

From the neighbourhood of Gaya two parallel Do. 

ranges of hills stretch towards the north-east 

for about 36 miles to the bank of the Pan 

chana river, just opposite the village of 

Giriyek. The eastern end of the southern 

range is much depn^ssed, but the northern 

range maintains its height, and ends abruptly 

in two lolty peaks overhanging the I’anchana 

river. The lower peak on the east is crowned ; 

with a solid tower of brickwork, well known 

as Jiira!^andlnt-ka~b<iithak, or “ Jarasandhu’s | 

throne,” while the higher peak on the west I 

to which the name of Giriyek peculiarly ; 

belong-:, bears an oblong terrace covered with | 

the ruins of several buildings. i 


ReuAPEs. 


considered not 
to date later 
than the second 
century (B.C.). 
Wanton destruc- 
tion or deface- 
ment should be 
prevented. The 
boulder is close 
to Wazirganj on 
the Gaya-Nawa- 
dah road. 


Exploration need- 
ed. 


j ill Yes 


j Ye 
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Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether resi’Obation 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 

Eemaeks. 



use. 

Class. 

Remarks. 

building 

exist. 



The stupa called Jarasnnclhu-ka-bnithak is a 
solid cylindrical brick tower, 28 feet in dia- 
meter and 21 feet in heijrht, resting on a square 
basement 14 feet high. The cylinder was once 
surmounted by a solid dome or bemispbere of 
brick, of which only 6 feet now remain, and this 
dome must have been crowned with the usual 
umbrella rising out of a square base. The total 
height of the building could not therefore have 
been less than 55 feet or thereabouts. 'I he sur- 
face has once been thickly plastered, and the 
style of ornamentation is similar to that of the 
great temple of Buddha Gaya. General Cun- 
I ningham fixes the date of its ereetion at about 
1 A.D. 500. 


48 


Gay4 


Giriyck 


A mound 
ruins. 


of 


On the west side of Jarasandhu’s Tower, and ' 
almost touching its basement, is a small eham- j 
her, seven feet square, filled with rubbish, j 
It was found that at five and half feet in depth | 
the rubbish gave place to brickwork, below 
which was a stratum of stone, evidently the 
rough foundation of the building. Externally ! 
this building was square, with projections in the ! 
centre of each face, and similar in its ornamen-' 
tations to the basement of Jarasandhu’s Tower, i 


On the eastern side of the Panchana river there is ! 
an extensive mound of ruins, being half a mile 
long from north to south and 300 yards broad 
in its widest part. In the middle of the mound 
there is a small mud fort, and at the northern | 
end there are several pieces of sculpture collec- ! 
ted together from different places ; one of these | 
is inscribed and dated in the year 42 of some ! 
unknown era, somewhere about the 11th 
century, or perhaps even somewhat later. 1 



Do. 


! 

I 

f 


•• Dapthu village, 
in Jabanabad 
sub-division. 


A monolith 


This extraordinary monolith in the open fields TJn- 
consists of a granite column 531 feet in length known, 
averaging three feet in diameter. The 
capital and pedestal are quadrangular ; the 
former is 86 inches long and 36 in diameter, 
while the base is 70 inches long and 40 in 


ui 


O . ' 

cq 

d ■ 
d ^ 

•s o 

.2=a 


os 


© 


c5 

B ■ 

O 

X 

c3 d 
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CO 'tS 

§ s 

d 

d 

»-• fl 

J § 
H a 


Yes 


No. 


No 


The place is a few 
miles south-west 
of Islampur, and 
contains one of the 
monoliths which 
were usually set up 
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Gray4 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present 


use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whethee eesioeatioe 

IT DESIBABIiB ASD 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Bemsbes. 


diameter. The shaft has 16 plain sides ; at 
38J inches above the pedestal it contracts its 
diameter suddenly by about three inches. 
This immense column is lying horizontally 
on the ground pointing north and south : 
about half of it is below the surface of the 
field. This seems to have been the site of a 
large religious community, and the remains 
are extensive. There are two temples partly 
standing. They seem to have had a pillared 
portico in front, which has since been built 
up with brick. The door of the shrine in 
the southern temple is very fine. Outside 
there is the same curious group of a prince 
on horseback with the same attendarts, &o., 
as at Konch, only differently arranged. 


by Asoka, and by 
the Guptas from 
B.O. 250 to A.D. 
300. The monolith 
ought to be dug 
out and set up to 
prevent its conver- 
sion into road rol- 
lers and sugar 
mills, the usual fate 
of such monoliths 
when not looked 
after. 

The place was once 
rich in ruins and 
sculptures, but the 
finer pieces have 
gone to Bihar. 
Buchanan’s work 
may be consulted, 
as also Broadley’s 
papers in the 
joimal of the 
Asiatic Society 

j for 1872. Photo- 
graphs were taken 


hereby -Mr.Peppe. 


Bhagwanganj, 
near Bihta, on 
the Punpun 
river. 


Mounds 


See Archaeological Report, Vol. VIII 


Tin. 

known. 


In ruins 


I 



No 


This is one of the 
most important 
places in Bihar ; 
the mound here 
is the stupa built 
on the death of 
Buddhi, over the 
vessel with which 
the relics were 
I measured, and 
I dates therefore 
’ to the sixth 
! century (B.U.), 

‘ perhaps the most 
ancient brick 
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District. 


Localltj. 


Name of object. 


Anj local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


WhETHEE EESTOEATION Whoflio.. 

IS DESIEABLE and photographs. 
roSSIBLE. plans, 

or draw- 

ings of tbe 

building 

Class. Bemarks. exist. 


Bemabes. 


structure yet dis- 
covered. It is 
proposed to ex- 
cavate out the 
rubbish which 
buries it, and to 
repair it where 
needful ; the vil- 
lagers use it as 
a quarry and 
also as a place of 
worship ; the 
quarrying at least 
can be stopped 
if nothing else 
be done. There 
are mounds close 
to it, apparently 
the ruins of 
temples, which 
need exploration. 
In the whole of 
the Patna dis- 
trict this is one 
of the most in- 
teresting and 
little known 
spots. 


73 G-aya ... Afsand ... Temples and 

• sculptures. 


Un- 

known. 


In ruins 


For the stupa 400 
For the temples 150 

The ruins and 
sculptures here 
are mostly Brah- 
manical, though 
there are a few 
Buddhist frag- 
ments. 'J'he 
statue of the Va- 
raha is the finest 
in Bengal, and 
really one of the 
finest and oldest 
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District. 


locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history 


or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 
IS besibabee anb 

POSSIBLE. 


(Class. 


Hemarks. 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Behabes, 


in India ; it can- 
not date to a 
period later than 
the fiixth century 
A. D. The now 
lost hut mhst 
valuable Afsand 
inscription giv 
rag a long gene- 
alogy of the 
later Guptas 
was here, but 
the most inter- 
esting object is 
the buried tem- 
ple, the ruins 
forming a mound 
sharply conical 
and nearly 60 
feet high. This 
temple is one of 
the earliest Gup- 
ta temples, and 
besides its age, 
the disposition 
of its p^s, its 
terraces on ter- 
rdcea, its quaint 
pillaiB, pilasters, 
and niches, and 
the charming 
variety in its 
ornamentation 
render it by far 
the most interest- 
ing temple 
unique in 
Bihar. If but 
one monument 
were to be con- 
served in Bihar 
at a moderate 
cost, Mr. Beglar 
would fix on this 
I one. Archseolo- 
I gically, it is 
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Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether bestobation 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Kemarks, 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
; building 
I exist. 


Eemabes. 


of great interest 
as a Hindu relic 
of a period of 
which Brahma- 
nical remains are 
few ; architec- 
turally, it is 
second in impor- 
tance only to 
the Buddha 
Gaya temple. 
Mr. Beglar most 
strongly recom- 
mends its 

thorough exca- 
vation and con- 
servation, but the 
utmost care is 
necessary ; the 
loss of its details 
would be irrepa- 
rable and unre- 
placeable. If i 
therefore experi- 
enced supervision 
cannot be got, it 
had better be 
left alone. 


Cost of excava- 
tion ... 600 

Conservation 2,500 
Sculpture ... 60 

Photograph 
and drawing 100 
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Custody or 
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preservation. 

Whether eestoeatio? 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE, 

^ Whether 

photographs 
pLins, or draw 
ings cf the 

Remarks. 

Number 





Class. 

Bemarks. 

building 

exist. 


52 

Gaya 

Seor Muhamma- 
dabad. 

Mounds and 
sculptures. 

Said to be the ruins of the Grarh of a Kalal King 

Un- 

known. 

In ruins 

ia 

Yes 

No 

Some eight or 
ten miles north- 
east of Kowa- 
kol are extensive 
ruins of temples, 
Brahmanical and 
Buddhist. The 
remains here of 
the Brahmanical 
period date to 
250 B. C., and 
are thus unique 
in Bengal. A 
mutilated figure 
of Nandi, in- 
scribed in the 
Asoka characters, 
deserves preserv- 
ation ; it is the 
earliest inscribed 
Nandi yet dis- 
covered. Excava- 
tion would be 
most desirable, 
and would most 
probably well 

repay the cost. 

Rs. 

Excavation ... 100 

Sculpture ... 60 

53 



Do. 

Mandaur 

Temple 

i 

1 

No traditions beyond this (bat it is a fort of 
the Kol Rajas. 

Do. 

Ditto 

iicf 

••• ' 

No 

The ruins here, six | 
miles north of j 
Gaya on the : 
Phalgu river I 

consist of a tem- 
ple of which 
some pillars are 
yet standing, 

and some very 
fine pieces of 


Number. 
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PATNA DIVISION — continued. 


Locality. 


Ntime if object. 


Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present n»e. 


Present state of 
prescivaticn. 


WhETHEE EESTOEATIOIf 
IS DESIKABLE ASD 
POSSIBLE. 


Kemarks. 


Whether 
photi graphs, 
plans, or diiiw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Eemahks. 


Bculpture. The 
pillars aud 
architraves are 
in a dangerous 
state, and some- 
thiijg ought to be 
donp to prevent 
a collapse and 
the destruction 
of wr.at exists. 
Excavation 
would also bring 
to light a fine 
flight of steps and 
the buried parts 
of the temple. 
Someofthesoulp- 
tures are excel- 
lent and deserve 
preservation. 

Cost of conserva- 
tion and excava- 
tion, Its. 160. 

Conserving senlp- 
tures, carriage, 
&c , Es. 25. 


54 Gaya 

55 1 ) 0 . 


Paohhar 

Eeokili 


Caves 

Do. 


Un- Unknown 
known. 


... im Yes 


56 Do. 


Bakror 


Stupa 


iia No, hut excava- 
tion is desir- 
able. 


No, but 
very de- 
sirable. 


Mr. Peppe dis- 
covered these 
caves ; in one he 
says is a figure 
of Maya Devi 
sculptured on the 
rock inside. 

This is one of the 
largest stupas in 
I existence. It has 
been dug into and 
a number of seals 
found, but Mr. 
Beglar suspects 





PATNA DIVISION — continued. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Cnstody or 
present 


Bislianpur Tand- Sculpture ... See Arcliseological report, Yol. VIII 


... Un- 
known. 


117 



Prespnt state of 
presen-ation. 

Whether bestoeation 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE, 

Whetlier j 
photographs, 
plans, or 
diawiiigs of 

Exmaeks. 


Class. Eemai ks. 

1 

exht. 




the real deposit 
is yet untouched, 
and excavation 
would cost a large 
sum, as the deb- 
ris of previous 
diggers would 
need clearing 
away. The place 
was once of great 
importance, and 
possessed one of 
the Asoka pillars, 
one portion of 
which (unin- 
scrihed) is now 
in Gaya at tbe 
cross roads near 
the present pil- 
grim hospital, 
and another piece 
is in the court of 
the Mahan t of 
Buddha Gaya. 
Excavation, Ks. 
350 . 


In ruins 


There are exten- 
sive ruins of nu- 
merous though 
small brick tem- 
ples in the Hasra 
or Kol valley 
close to Bishan- 
pur Tandwa, 
several of which 
had been dug in- 
to for bricks, and 
m st of which 
have now prob- 
ably been dug 
up by the people 
of Bishanpur 
Tandwa. The 
sculptures, how- 
ever, thac were 









Number. 
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PATNA DIVISION— 


Districts. 


1 


Locality. 


Name of ol»ject. 


1 


1 


I 

I 



Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody" or 
present 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or 
drawings of 
the building 


Class. 


Hemarks. 


exist. 


■ Eemaeks. 


dug up were 
some of the fijiest 
and largest in the 
Gaya district, 
and were carried 
to the village of 
Bishanpur Tan- 
dwa, where a 
temple to en- 
shrine them was 
in comtempla- 
tion. These 
sculptures 
were not sent to 
the Broadley 
Museum ; they 
ought, however, 
to be saved from 
destruction as 
really fine speci- 
mens of ancient 
art. One is unique, 
being a figure of 
Mahakasyapa, 
the chief disciple 
of Buddha, it is 
believed. As the 
people were c m- 
templating build- 
ing a temple, if 
they have not 
yet done so, a 
very little per- 
suasion would 
induce them to 
build one and 
save the sculp- 
tures from des- 
truction, but 
before they get 
immured in the 
temple, Mr. 
Beglar strongly 
recommends that 
good photographs 


Number. 
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Number. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradi tion regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Present state of 
preservatiou. 

Whether restoration 

IS desirable and 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tograuh^, plans, 
or drawings of 
the building 
exist. 

Kbmarks. 

Class. 

Eemarks. 

58 

Gaya 

Sutgaon 

Insorip t i o n s, 
temples, and 
sculptures. 

. 


Un- 

known. 

In ruins 

iia 

Yes 

Tes, but 
not enough. 

be taken of the 
interesting ones. 

Es, 

Photographs ... 75 

The ruins here are 
extensiTe, con- 
sisting of over a 
dozen temples, 
all dating to the 
latter Gupta pe- 
riod. Of the 
temples which 
were small, only 
the door jambs 
and enshrined 
statues in various 
stages of decay 
exist. Numerous 
inscriptions on 
the rocks in the 
hills across the 
Sakri, some three 
miles north, also 
exist. Excavation 
would here yield 
rich results, but 
there is little to 
conserve beyond 
the sculpture and 
the basements of 
the temples which 
the excavations 
would certainly 
disclose; thorough 
exploratio n 
of the hills 
would perhaps 
yield more ins- 
criptions. Sir. 

Beglar does rot 
see what can be 
done to save the 
rock inscriptions 
beyond protect- 





Number 


150 


PATNA DIVISION— cow/jMMei. 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of obj“ct. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

13 DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


59 


Gaya 


GO I Do. 


Hasanpur Kako 


Dargali ... | No local history 


KLadiios.; Fair 


iiJ 


Pe-i>arks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, plans 
or drawings of 
the building 
exist. 


Yes 


No 


i’arvati 


' Sculpture, tern- See Archteological Report, Tols. I, YIIL 
! pie, aud ruas- 

i 1 


; On- ' in ruins 
: known. 


iii 


No 


Ebmaeks 


ing them from 
wanton injury. 

Es. 

Excavation ... 350 
Conservation ... 600 
Sculpture ... lOO 
Photograph and 
drawings ... 50 

There is an impor- 
tant inscription 
here, which is 
being worship- 
ped hy the peo- 
jile. 1 here is also 
a long inscrip- 
tion cut in brick 
on the second 
outer hattlemen- 
ted gateway, 
which is falling 
to pieces. 

The hill is owned, 
it is believed, by 
various people. 
If so, they ought 
to be made to 
preserve the 
sculpt u r e and 
monuments 
thereon. 

The ruins 
on the sides and 
at the foot of the 
hill are numer- 
ous, but too far 
gone to be pre- 
served ; explor- 
ation would yield 
results of inter- 
est, as coins aud 
seals have been 
and are now 
being found by 
the villagers. 



Number, 
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Districfc. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regardins: it. 


Custody 
or present 
use. 


Presei't state of 
preservation. 


Whether rfstor^tion 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Clns 


Kemarks. 


61 I Gaya 


62 


63 


Ongari 


Do. 


Do. 


Sihari 


Inscriptions and 
sculptures. 


Whether pho- 
toiTi'Hphs, plans 
or diiitvihjrsol 
the building 
exist. 


No local tradition 


TJn- I In ruins 
known. 


... I iii 


Deokkut 


Sculpture and 
ruius. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Do. ... I Do. 


No 


No 


Do. .. 


Unknown 


111 


111 


No 


Yes 


No 


Remarks. 


The pieces of 
sculpture now 
lying exposed, 
though broken, 
are nevertheless 
very fine, and 
some are inscrib- 
ed and deserve 
preservation. 


Excavation 

Sculpture 


Es. 

200 

50 


This place is re- 
ported to contain 
an inscribed slab, 
though Mr. Beg- 
lar could not find 
it. If search 
should dis c 1 o s e 
tlie slab, it would 
he states be a 
valuable addition 
to our present 
scanty knowledge 
of the ancient his- 
tory of Bihar, as it 
would be a total- 
ly new inscrip- 
tion. Under the 
circumstances it 
should he 
looked for, and 
Bs. 10 might be 
spent to stimu- 
late the search. 

Some photographs 
of the sculpt lire I 
here were, it is i 
believed, taken i 
by Mr. Peppe, | 


This village, on ! 
the Dhawa river, 
contained some 
old ruins. 
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PATNA DIVISION- 



District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 

Present state of 

Whether efstoration 

Is DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw 

Bemabes. 

CJ 

a 

s 

Iz; 


present use. 

preservation. 

Class. 

Kemarks. 

ings of the 
building 
exist. 

64 

Graya 

Man da Hills ... 

Sculpture and 
ruins. 


See Journal of the Asiatic Society, Bengal, 
for 1847. 

Un- 

known. 

In ruins 

id 

No 

No 

The place is noticed 
by Kittoe in the 
Journal oi the 
Asiatic Society 
for 1847. 

65 

Do. 

Bhuraha 

Ditto 


Ditto 

Do.... 

Do. 

iii 

No 

No 

This place, two 
miles east of the 
Manda hUls, 

was noticed by 
Kittoe in the 
Journal of the 
Asiatic Society, 
1847. 

66 

Do. 

Pai Biglia 

Ditto 

No tradition 

Do. .. 

Do. 

iii 

No 

No 

Mr. Beglar saw 
nothing of inter- 
est here, but he 
has been told that 
Mr. Peppe took 
photographs of 
some interesting 
sculptures which 
no longer now 
exist. 

67 

68 

69 

70 

Do. ... 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Matka Hill 

Chillor 

Murliar 

Shaliarghnti 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

— 

There is a fine statue at Shaharghati and 
numerous pillars of polished granite, as 
>• also on Matka Hill. The polish appears to 
indicate a very early age, probably coeval 
Avith the later Barabar caves. 

Do 

Do. 

iii 

No, but explor- 
ation is very 
desirable. 

No, but de- 
sirable. 

There is nothing of 
much interest in 
any of these 
places above 

ground. 

71 

Do. 

Bela 

Ditto 



Do. ... 

Po. 

iii 


No 

There are some 
sculptures, Brah- 
manical as well 
as Buddhist, in 
the vicinity of no 
great interest. 

72 

Do. 

Jaru 

Masjid and 
sculpture. 

' 

Said to have been the asthan of a famous 
Muhammadan saint and aserihed to the period 
when Sher Shah reigned. 

Do ... 

Do. 

iii 

No 

No 

A masjid built 
partly of Hindu 
materials, and 
tradition ally 
ascribed to Sher 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or Present state of 
present use. preservation. 


Whbtheb eestoration 

IS SESIBABLK AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Eemarks. 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Reua ks. 


73 

74 

Gay^ 

Bo. 

Ram Gaya „. 

Mora Hill 

Caves 

Do. 

1 See Archooological Eeport, Vol. I 

Un- 

known. 

Fair 

iii 

No 

No 

75 

Do. 

Jylepur Barawan 

Sculptures ... 


Do.... 

Unknown 

iii 

No 

No 

76 

Do. 

Dharmmaran . . . 

Temples 

This is one of the places which it is imperative 
on pilgrims to visit. Numerous pilgrims come 
here. It is evidently the Dharmmaranya of 
ancient Buddhist records. 

Do.... 

111 ruins 

iii 

No 

Yes 


Shah, exists here. 
The masjid is 
capable of coa- 
servation, but 
there is no- 
thiug of arch- 
seological interest 
about it which 
would demand 
the expense of 
repairs. Plans, 
drawings and 
photographs, 
after clearing the 
grounds, are all 
that are needed. 
On the hill be- 
hind is a famous 
shrine known as 
Harihar Nath, 
and at the foot 
of the hill are 
some uncared-for 
Hindu sculp- 
tures and re- 
mains. 

Drawings and 
photographs and 
clearings, Ks. 50. 

... Nothing need he 
done to these. 

... This place, situ- 
ated between 
Konch and Gob, 
close to the Gaya 
Paudnagar road, 
is noticed by Dr. 
Buchanan as con- 
taining ancient 
ruins and sculp- 
tures. 

... The remains here 
consist of some 



Number. 
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PATNA DIVISION— 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or I 
present nse. | 


Present state of 
preservaiion. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ingrs of the 
building 


Remarks. 


I of the finest and 
' most interesting 
pieces of sculp- 
ture in the j 
neighbourhood of 1 
Gaja ; the place ’ 
is about four j 
miles from Bud- j 
daha Gaya, and ; 
is little Imown. 

There are several 
temples enshiin- 
ing once fine 
statues (now 

broken). Both 

temples and 

statues are old, ^ 
and some money | 
might with ad- j 
vantage be spent | 
in clearing the ■ 
temples and , 

saving them from ! 
utter ruin, and j 
in securing plans, 
drawings, and : 

photographs of ■ 

the temples and 
sculptures. 

Clearing, photo- 
graphs and draw- 
ings, Es. 25. 


... Sheonagar ... Sculptures ... None exist 


Un- Gnknown 
known. 


... iii No 



The place is said 
to contain ancient 
mins. It is situ- 
ated on the 
branch of the 
Phalgu, which 
flows past Biswak 
six miles up 
stream. 


Number. 
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Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

Class. 

Ren-arbg. 

iii 

o 


. District 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
Ipreseiit use. 


78 


Gray a 


79 ; Do. 


80 : Do. 


Islampur 


(.hosrawan 


Gawror 


-Sculpture 


No local lesrentl 


Un- 

known. 


Sculptures and 
inrcriptions. 


Ditto 


Do. 


Fort 


Said to be the fort of one of the Ahir Eajas who ; Do. 
was very cruel and avaricious, so much so. ! 
that he would even deprive the ants of their j 
little hoards. A universal complaint was made | 
to Indra. Fires and earthq^uakes followed ! 
and destroyed king and fort. | 


Present state of 
preservation. 


In ruins 


Do. 


Do. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
' ings of the 
building 
exUt, 


No 


No 


No 


No 


RBJrABE?. 


Tho place contains 
some old ruins 
built into modern 
temples, and 

ones possessed 
line sculptures, 
which were made 

■ over to theDihar 
Museum. 

The vnll known 
Ghosrawan in- 
scripficu was 

from b.ere ; there 
were sculptures, 
but the present 
state of the place 
is not known. 
Nothing, how- 
ever, can be done 
beyond prevent- 
ing injury to the 
inscription which 
is let into the wall 
of a small tem- 
ple. 

Situated about 20 
miles east by a 
little north from 
Jaru is the village 
of Gawror, con- 
taining the ruins 
of a lofty mud 
fort ascribed to 
Mir Mustafa, 
Lord of Tilada, 
one of Sher 
Shah’s lieuten- 
ants. The pla<3e 
also contains 
some Buddhist 
and Bralimanical 
sculptures, hut 
they are not of 
much interest. 



Number. 
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PATNA DIVISION- cowforaMfii. 


District. 


81 Gaya 


82 Do. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether eertoeatios 

IS DESIEALE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Bemarks. 


Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Rshahes. 


No, but a 
drawing 
of the 
statue 
alone ex- 
ists. 



The remains here 
I consist of ruins of 
temples both 
Buddhist and 
Brahmanical. The 
ruins of the large 
vihara, which has 
already yielded 
an inscribed 
statue, giving the 
ancient name of 
the village as 
Sri Gunaeharita, 
ought to be 
excavated so as 
to furnish a plan. 
The Bihar dis- 
trict contained 
numerous viha- 
ras, but unfor- 
tunately there is 
no complete plan 
and details of a 
single one, and 
some effort might 
with advantage 
be made to sup- 
ply the defect. 
Excavation Ks. 
150. 

Some six miles 
west of Eawa 
Kol are the ruins 
of a fort and of 
some temples ; 
the fort does not 
appear very 
ancient, but is 
nevertheless 
deserving of 
notice, and per- 
haps an order 
from the civil 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present 

Present state of 
preseivation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Wnether pho- 
to irr.iphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Bemakks. 

o 

s 

s 





use. 

Class. 

Eemarks 












officer in charge 
of the district 
would prevent 
its bricks being 
carried off. 

83 

Graya 

Eoh 

Mound 

Once a very important place and head-quarters 
of a Government officer in the Muhammadan 
period. The village stands on a high mound, 
evidently the accumulated debris of ages of 
ruined huts. 

TTn- 

known. 

In ruins 

iii 

No 

No 

The village stands 
close to and on 
a high mound 
on which lie 
sculptiu-e in 

various stages of 
mutilation. 
Excavation may 
yield results of 
value and trial 
may be made. 
An inscription 
is said to have 
been thrown into 
the fine large 
well at the foot 
of the mound, 
and its recovery 
would be of 
value. 











Excavation Es. SO. 
Inscription Es. 25. 

84 

Do. 

Arwal 

Tombs 

Of no importance 

Do. ... 

Do. 

iii 

No 

No 

There are somel 
small tombs here, j 
but of no special! 
interest. 

85 

Do. 

Near Daudnagar 

Tomb 

No legend 

Do. ... 

Do. 

iii 

No 

' 

No 

This tomb is in 
fair order and 
not very old ; it 
has several cracks 
in the arches, 
which can now 
he repaired at 
small cost. As it 
is a tine building 
aud will not cost 
much, to conserve 
it would he un- 
wise to let it go 


Number. 


108 


PATNA DIVISION-co«/?««er^. 


District. 







Whether restoration 

Whether pho- 







IS DESIRABLE AND 





Custody 
or present 



POSSIBLE. 

togra j)bs. 


Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Pi'Gsent state of 



plans, or draw- 

Eejiabks. 

preservation. 



ings of the 




use. 



building 







Class. 

Eemarks. 

exist. 



86 


Muzaffarpur 


Near Sarava, 18 
miles soulli-west 
of Muzaffarpur. 


Bilim 

lathi 


Binli’s 
or club. 


87 


88 


Ditto 


Diito 


Ditto 


Hajipur 


Stupa 


Jami Masjid... 


'1 his is a monolith supporting a lion carved in 
stone. It consists of a plain cylinder about 
24 feet high, on the top of which is a pedes- 
tal with the lion. The cjdinder is in one 
piece, the height of the whole being about 
30 feet. Its depth below ground is unknown, 
but it must be very great, as some persons 
once dug down several feet and failed to 
reach the foundation. The stone is covered 
with names, many of them English. Of 
these some date from 1793. Dr. Eajendra 
Lala Mitra says that this was erected by 
Asoka in the third century before Christ, 
and that it has counterparts at Ghazipur 
and Allahabad. It stands in the court-yard 
of a Brahman’s house, but no religious meet- 
ings are held there. 

Immediately to the north and outside the 
court-yard there is a ruined brick stupa with 
an old pipal tree growing on the top. 
This place is famous in Buddhist annals as 
the spot where the second Buddhist synod 
was held, 443 B.O. 

About a quarter of a mile up the Gan- 
dak, aud close to the Sonpur Ghat, is a 
stone mosque, which is about 30 yards long 
and 11 broad, and faces north. The front 
is of a plain description. The top consists of 
three hemispherical domes, the centre one, 
which is the largest, springs from the inner 
sides of the other two. Their architecture is 
very peculiar. They consist of horizontally 
placed rows of stones, each row being a 
circle, and each successive circle being smaller 
than the one immediately below, until the 
key-stone is reached, which is also circular. 
Tiie mosque is said to liave been built by 
Haji Ilyas, when he founded the towm which 
bears his name, nearly 500 years ago. 


Fair order 


\a I Yes 


Kt 


ii6 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


No. 


No 


to ruin. Conser- 
vation Rs._ 250. 

Vide also General 
Cunningh a m ’ s 
Archceolog i c a 1 
Survey of India 
report of tours 
in 1880-81, Vol. 
XYI. 


The only building 
of any conse- 
quence is a stone 
mosque, the Jami 
Masjid, which is 
ascribed to a cer- 
tain Maksus, in 
the time of Ak- 
bar. The mosque 
is built almost 
entirely of Hindu 
materials, and 
apparently stands 
on an old Hindu 
site on the road 
leading down to 
Pathara Ghat on 
the Gandak op- 
posite Sonpur 
The stones still 
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District. 


89 


Locality. 


ICame of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody 
or prc-eiit 
use. 


' uzaffarpur Besarh 


Fort and ruins 


As one of the most ancient historical forts, 
and one which figures largely in Buddha’s 
life under its ancient name of Vaisali, it is 
considered that some small part, as a specimen 
of military architecture of the period, deserves 
preservation. 

The old fort is ] ,580 feet long from north to 
south by 750 broad. The walls have entirely 
disappeared, but the ramparts and ditches 
still remain. The ramparts rise very slightly 
above the general level of the interior, which 
is now quite empty save a single small 
temple dedicated to Yankateswara. The 
highest parts of the ramparts do not rise 
more than 15 feet above the bottom of the 
ditch, and only 10 feet above the general 
level of the fields outside. The ditch is 
about 200 feet broad with roads on the north 
and south sides leading into the fort. Two 
octagonal wells were found by a villager 
inside the fort some years ago when digging 


Present stafe of 

prescrvatiuii. 


Whether restoration 

I DESIRABLE AND 
I'US-'IBLE. 


Cl'iSS. 


Remarks. 


Whether phn- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


In rums 


ii-t : 


Xo 


Remarks. 


retain their old 
cramp boks, and 
even semo por- 
tions of the iron 
cramps. At the 
time of General 
Cunning ham’s 
visit in 1«80-81, 
the surrounding 
walls were being 
repaired witli old 
Hindu bricks 
brought from the j 
ruins of a tem- 
ple called Mar- 
hai, two miles to 
the north. Tue 
mosque is a plain 
building 84| feet 
long by 33j feet 
broad, and being 
made entirely of 
stone is a con- 
spicuous object. 


Vide also Vol. I, 
page 63, and 
Vol. XVI, page 
6 of General 
Cunning h a m ’ s 
Archoeolo g i c a 1 
repoids. 

Mr. Beglar wishes 
to bring to 
notice the follow- 
ing statement 

which is made 
by General 
Cu n n i n g li a m 
in the last para- 
graph of page 
18, volume XVI, 
Archceolo g i c a 1 
reports : — The 
Kanas, or Rani’s 


Number. 
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PATNA DIVISION— 


District. 


Locality, 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use, 


for bricks. One of the most ancient stupas, 
once existed here it is mentioned in Buddhist 
books it is also noticed by Hwen Thsang in 
his travels. 


Prpsent state of 
preseryation. 


Whether restoration 
IS desirable and 

POSSIBLE, 


I WTiether pho- 
|tograplis, plans, 
or drawings of 
: the building 


Class. 


Kemarks. 


exist , 


Remabes. 


palace, in which I 
made some exca- 
vations 19 years 
ago, was an old 
Buddhist estab- 
lishment, with a 
temple 10 feet 
square inside, 
enshrining a 
colossal figure of 
Buddha. This 
statue was 

removed only two 
years ago by the 
Bengali B^bu of 
the Eamgarh 
Indigo Factory. 
AU the brio us 
have been dug 
out, and there is 
now only an 
earthen mound, 
200 feet square, 
covered with 
fragments of 
bricks. In 186^ 
I was able to 
trace some por- 
tions of cells on 
tbe eastern side. 
I conclude there- 
fore that the 
Eaniwas was the 
site of a large 
Buddhist monas- 
tery with a vihar 
or temple inside. 
According to 
some people the 
mound was also 
called Gorai, 
but the common 
name which 
every body 
knows is Eani- 
was, or the 



Number, 


PATNA DIVISI0N-w?2f/«McJ. 


District, 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or I 
present u>e.[ 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Remarks, 


Whether pho- | 
togr-iphs, plans,! 
or drawings cf 
the bnild'ng 
exist. 


‘ palace of the 
Eani’ of Raja 
Ben CEakra- 


vai'tti. 


91 Muzaffarpur Sonkarer 


Temples 


iia I Yes 


There are several 
temples here, but 
they have not 
been seen by 
Mr. Be»lar. 


92 Ditto ... Suhbogarh 


Fort and Subaliigarh or Subhegarh is the name of a 
tombs. ruined fort situated in a bend of the Joga 

river, an old branch of the Baginati, which 
surrounds it on all sides. The fort is 1 ,300 feet 
long from north to south by 400 feet broad. 
'I’he highest point of the ramparts is not more 
than 10 feet above the fields to the north and 
east, and the general level of the interior is 2 
or 3 feet lower. The walls were of brick, but 
-they must have fallen down long ago, as there 
are very few bricks now remaining except on 
the river faces to the west and south. The 
bricks are 13 by by 2^ inches. Near the 
middle of the fort there is a high mound 
about 150 feet square with remains of walls, 
which is said to have been the residence of I 
Raja Snhel Deo. At a short distance to the , 
south there are two Muhammadan domed i 
tombs of Grhulam Mahiuddin and Muhammad ; 
Juhar, which are only 50 years old ; and j 
still further to the south there is a third ' 
tomb with a small Idgah. 1 


iia Yes 


No ... .See also Archseo- 
I logical Reports 
I by Greneral Uun- 
I ningham. Vo- 
lume XVI. 


Number. 


162 


PATNA DIVISION — contmue<l. 


Number. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Remakes. 

Class. 

Remarks. 

93 

! 

Muzaffarpur 

Jauli Dill 

Sculpture, tem- 
ple. 

The legend of the Jauri Dih is that there was 
a fort and town of the Chero Raj at this spot 
long anterior to the Muhammadan conquest, 
and that the country around belonged to the 
Dusad people before even the Rajputs ap- 
peared ; that it was still held by them under 
their own caste kings, after the Brahmans 
had lived amongst and taught them ; that 
finally, an enemy appeared from the west, 
and the Chero Raja, or at any rate the chief 
of the fort, sallied forth to battle, leaving word 
that if they saw his standard remain erect, 
they would know he was victorious, but that 
if they saw it fall they would know him to 
be beaten and were then to set fire to the 
castle to escape falling into the hands of the 
enemy. The standard-bearer, however, let 
fall his flag when the battle was over, and 
the garrison of the fort and women, thinking 
the chief dead and the battle lost, shut 
themselves into the castle, which was three- 
storied, and set fire to it. On the chief’s 
return he found his castle a pile of flames 
and his family perished, so in despair he 
threw himself into the flames and died. The 
above is the most authentic account procur- 
able, though there are some few variations 
given as to the chief throwing himself into 
the well after his family and treasure had 
been thrown in; but as there are several 
evidences of the place having been flred, 
and none of a well, the former seems the 
most probable. Everything found points to 
a purely Hindu origin, and not a single small 
brick, so typical of the Muhammadan, is to 
be found. The remains of the votive figures 
of men and horses and charaghs and toys 
are also of Hindu origin. One would think 
it must have been a temple previously, and 
the debris on the hillsides and at the village 
site should be examined for remains; this 
w'ould not be difficult, as the country being 
low no great depth of excavation would be 
necessary. It is stated that after the destruc- 
tion of the tower the place relapsed into a 
thick jimgle for a long time, but that after 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Eemarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
pl.ins. or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks. 


94 MuzafEarpur Sitamarhi 


Temple 


95 Do. 


Mahila 


96 Do. ... Deokalli 


Temples 

Temples 


the surrounding country had been cleared 
by the forefathers of the present occupants, 
a Brahman built a small temple at the site 
of the pipal tree now standing at the north- 
east comer of the mound, but no vestige of this 
temple is now to he seen. Even 80 years 
ago wild pig used to inhabit the mound, which 
is now quite hare of jungle. No one has 
excavated the place within the knowledge of 
any, nor have they heard of such a thing, hut 
it is said that when on one occasion some 
men proceeded to the spot to dig for treasure, 
they were so alarmed at a noise, and by seeing 
a dragon, that they ran off and no one has since 
dared to dig there. — Vide also Archaeological 
Eeports, Vol. XVI. 

The most holy sites in the district are SitS,- 
marhi and Siti-kund. At the former place 
Sita, the bride of Rama, is fabled to have been 
bom or produced from the earth, while at the 
latter she is said to have bathed when on her 
way to be married to Rama. 

Sita-marhi, or Sita’s temple, lies on the west 
side of Mahila, 48 miles to the north-west of 
Darbhangah, and 35 miles nearly due north 
from Muzaffarpur. 


Unknown 


iia Probably yes... No 


Vide also Archseo- 
logical Report, 
Vol. XVI. 


Deokalli is the name of a group of temples 
situated on a square mound, about 15 feet 
high, near the village of Dharmpur. It is 
four miles to the east of Shewpur and 11 
miles to the west of Sita-marhi or Mahila. 
The court-yard is a square of about 200 
feet, enclosed with a brick-waU, which forms 
the outer edge of the mound. The entrance 
is on the west, a long flight of steps leading 
up from a fine lake a quarter of a mile in 
length from east to west. 

The principal temple, named Bhuvaneswara, 
holds a black stone, lingan, of irregular shape 
like a meteorite, and about 11 or 12 inches I 
in diameter, but flat on the top. This ' 
temple is evidently old. as its floor is some | 
8 or 9 steps below the level of the court-yard i 


iia. Ditto ... No. 

iia Ditto ... No 


Ditto. 
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iJUtrict. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
prvseut use. 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoration 
IS desirable and 

possible. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Bemabes. 

1 

Cla^s.j Eemarks. 


Pa'iia 

1 

' 

Baragaon in Bi- 
har sub-division. 

Nalanda 

monasteries. 

% 

in which it stands. '! he people attribute its 
building to the sat jug, and say that it is the 
oldest temple in this part of the country ; but 
unfortunately it is completely white-washed, so 
that it is difficult to ascertain its age. There 
are several carved stones inside, and outside 
there is a large lingam, about 3 feet high 
and 2 feet in diameter, which looks like a 
piece of monolith pillar. 

•An annual mela is held here on the Sivaratri, 
or last day of the waning moon of Phalgun. 

Some people call the Deokali mound Draupad- 
garh, and affirm that it was the fort of Kaja 
Brupada. A7e may accefit the name while 
we repudiate its connection with the father 
of Draupudi of the Mahabharata. 

Baragaon has been identiSed with that Yilia- 
ragram, on the outskirts of which, more 
than a thousand years ago, flourished the 
Nalanda monastery, the most magnificent 
and the most celebrated seat of Buddhist 
learning in the world. When the caves and 
temples of Raj gir were abandoned, the monas- 
terji’ at Nalanda arose in all its splendour on 
the banks of the lake of Baragaon. Six suc- 
cessive kings vied in its embellishment. 
Lofty pagodas were raised in all directions; 
halls of disputation and schools of in-truc- 
tion were built between them ; shrines, 
temples, and topes were constructed on the 
side of every tank and encircled the base 
of every tower ; and around the whole mass 
of religious edifices were grouped the four- 
storied dwellings of the preachers and teachers 
of Buddhism. '1 he monastery, or. more 
strictly and correctly speaking, the Univer- 
sity of Nalanda, was, as it weie, a circle 
from wh'ch Buddhist j.hilosophv and teach- 
ing difl^used itself over Southern Asia. It 
washeie that Aryadera of Ceylon attached 
himself to the person of the great teacher 
Nagarjuna and adopted his religious opinions. 


■ 



A very few 
indifferent 
photo- 
graphs 
exist, but 
no reliable 
plans or 
sket c hes, 
and no sec- 
tions or 
vertical de- 
tails w'hat- 
ever. These 
are all 

much 
needed 
and most 
important 
for a study 
of ancient 

I n d i an 
architec- 
ture. 

Vide pamphlet 

published in 

1872 by Mr. 
Broadley, then 
Assistant Magis- 
trate and Collec- 
tor of fiatna. 

j 
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‘ District* 

Locality. 

Kame of object. 

Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 

Custody 01 
present use 

Present stote of 
. preservation. 

1 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pht 
tographs, 
plans, or drai 

Remarks, 


* 



ClitSS 

. Bemarks. 

bnilding 

exist. 

1 

( 

Patna ••• 

Baragaon in Bihar 
sub-division. 

A large square 
mound. 

and it was here that Hiouen Ihsang spent 
a great portion of his pilgrimage in search 
of religious instruction. 

The following are the principal ruins : — 

This is situated at about 300 feet to the south 
of the village of Begampur, lying at the 
west end of •* Dighi Pokhar,” an enormous 
tank running due east and west for nearly 
a mile, and about a quarter of a mile broad. 
It contains evidently the ruins of a Muham- 
madan fort. 


1 

In ruins 

iii 

N 0 , but explora- 
tion is very 
desirable. 

No. 

1 

i 

Do. 

Ditto 

Two small Bud- 
dhist topes. 

These are situated immediately to the south of 
the last mentioned mound. They are about 50 
feet in circumference, and not more than six 
or eight feet high. Several fine Buddhist 
and Hindu idols, notably a crowned figure 
of Vishnu seated on his sacred bird (now in 
the Bihar museum), have been found in them. 


Ditto 

iii 

Ditto 

No. 

I 

Do. 

Ditto 

The ruined 

pagodas or 
temples on the 
north side of 
the “Suraj- 
pokhar.” 

One thousand eight hundred and twenty-five 
feet south-west of the two topes is a very 
beautiful square tank known as the ‘‘ Surajpo- 
khar,” which measures nearly 400 feet square. 

1 his tank was once flanked with a row of small 
topes on the north side, covered with massive 
brick cupolas, the ruins of which still exist in 
tolerable entirety. At the south-east comer 
of the tank -was found a perfect heap of idols, 
all of great beauty, and the receding waters 
had laid hare an enormous and elaborately 
carved varaha, nine feet high and four feet 
wide, broken in two pieces ; this is now in the 
Bihar museum. 


Ditto 

1 

iii 

i 

Ditto 

No ... 

Exploration is 
desirable. 

I 

1 

i 

i 

1 

Do. 

Ditto ... 1 

The remains of 
a tope to the 
west of “ Sur- 
ajpokhar.” 

Immediately to the west of the tank are the 
ruins of a large tumulus. In 1871 two 
exceedingly beautiful carvings were discovered 
here,— a standing figure of Vishnu, three I 
feet high and perfect, executed in a kind of j 
green stoue of peculiar appearance, and a j 
slab five feet long, containing representations 1 
of the ten incarnations of Vishnu, eight 
inches in height ; tliey are now in the Bihar | 
museum. j 

i 

1 

! 

i 

Ditto ... i 

j 

iii ! 

I 

] 

i 

j 

Dtto ... 

No. 

I 

i 

j 

j 

i 

i 
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An}’ local history or tradiii*-n regardins; it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


101 


Piitna 


Barngaon in Bihar] 
sub-division. 


The ruins of 
eight large 
topes or tum- 
uli. 


>’ I 


No. I. — This is situated about 20 feet to the 
east of the tank mentioned above, and is sur- 
mounted by a luxuriant bar tree. 

No. II. — This lies due .‘^onth of No. I, and at 
a distance of 1,200 feet. It is an enormous 
mound 600 feet in circumference and nearly 
00 feet in heiglit. 

No. III. — This is of greater extent, but less 
elevation, lying 790 feet to the south of 
No. II. Between Nos II and III is a small 
modern brick enclosure containing seven 
Buddhas and the broken “lion throne” of 
an eighth. One of these is of large dimen- 
sions, not less than eiglit feet high, roughly 
executed, and in the usual attitude of 
Buddhist contemplation. All these figures | 
are more or less broken. The largest of them ; 
is worshipped by the Hindus of the neigh- ■ 
bourhood under tlie name of “ Telia Bhaudar ” 
and “ Bhairav.” 

No. IV.— This is situated 300 feet to the south 
of the last-mentioned tumulus, and is 60 
feet high, and more than 1 OOO feet in circum- 
ference ; it is the largest and most important 
of the mounds, .surrounded by a series of 
smaller topes, and forming the centre of the 
ruins of Baragaon. 

No. Y. — Tills lies 300 feet south of the great 
central tope, and is about 600 feet in cimum- 
fereuce, but of greater elevation than any 
of the rest. 

No. YI. - This is of inconsiderable size and 
height, lying 790 feet south of the fifth 
tojie. 

No. YII. —Seven hundred and twenty feet due 
east of the great central tope (No. IV) is the 
seventh tope, an enormous mound nearly as 
large as the central tope its If, but of much 
less elevation. In the level plain between 
these two ruins is a ma-'S of walls overgrown 
with scrub and jungle-covered hillocks, broken 
heie and there by a square patch of scanty- 
cultivation. These are the remains of the 
halls and courts of disputation, and of the 


dwellings 


of the teachers of the ‘ right law.’ 


nr 

Id 

c3 


C 05 
<D ^ 

^ a 

=5 

nr 2 
c3 H 

<T> ® 


o 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whethee eestobation 

IS DESIEABLB AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tograph«, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist* 


CZ 

Z >• 

'g-J 

o 
.J=3 


In litter ruin ; 
lower parts in- 
tact, hut buried 
in ruins of 
upper. 


iii i Tes 


No 


CQ 


Eemaeks, 


Excavations here 
w’ere carried out 
by Major Mar- 
shall, Executive 
Engineer, Bar- 
hi Division, at 
the instance of 
General Cun- 
ningham ; sub- 
sequently ruin- 
ously destructive 
excavati ons 
were made by 
Mr. Broadley 
and others. 
The plinth of 
the largest 
temple is in 
many places in 
fair order. It 
is proposed to 
excavate some 
four of the other 
mounds which 
have as yet not 
been touched,mak- 
ing plans, sec- 
tion s,and detailed 
drawings of the 
architectural fea- 
tures, and photo- 
graphs of the or- 
namental details 
Should excava- 
tions disclose 
easily repairable 
structures, it is 
proposed to re- 
pair them. A 
few indifferent 
photographs 

taken by Mr. J* 
D. Beglar exist, 
and the nega- 
tives as well 



Number. 


PATNA DIVISION 


IG7 


District. 


liocality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or trsidiiion regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use, 


Present st ite of 
pre-ervatiiui. 


Whethfr restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 




I 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks. 


I 



No. VIII. — Some distance south-east of the 
seventh tope are the remains of an ei^lith ' 
tope, now nearly reduced to the level of tlie 
suriouuding plain. j 

The east of the ruins is faced hy a tank called ; 
the “ Pansolihar.” The modern village of ' 
Baragaon lies to the north of the ruins and 
is in a line between the Pansokliar ” and 
the “ Suraj pokkhar ” tanks. j 

The great central tumulus (No. IV I was excava- 
ted in October lb72, with the following 
result : — 

The eastern, western and southern fa 5 ades 
were entirely uncovered, and the ruins laid ' 
hare, liaised a few feet above the plain was j 
found an evenly paved court, nearly 100 j 
feet square. This court was surrounded on 
all sides except the east by halls and buildings 
of every description, and these doubtless served 
as the dwelling places, refectory, &o., of the 
recluses of the convent. In the centre of 
the court rose au enormous temple, 80 feet i 
square, at base. The main fabric was com- ' 
posed of large bricks, each about one foot ! 
three inches iu lengtii, three inches thick and ; 
ten inches wide, placed so close together that 
the cement which joined them was barely ■ 
visible. The first two terraces of the building 
viere uncovered, and appeared to be in a good 
state of preservatiou. j 

The great entrance was towards the east (a ^ 
custom Slid observed in the coustruction of the 
Buddhist temples of Thibet), and was faced . 
by a terrace of stone 50 feet in length and . 
composed of two rows of sandstone slabs, the 
first decorated by a simple triangle iu the 
centre, and the second carved with a very 
beautiful geometrical patteru. Tiiese stoaes 
vary iu length from seven to three feet, and | 
are nearly a foot square. In the centre of j 
this terrace, which is about six feet in front i 
of the main building, is a flight cf three steps j 


I 

1 


I 


1 


prints are now in 
the Indian Mu- 
seum, (Calcutta ; 
but better on^' 
with more rconi 
and ahseree o 
o bstructing 
causes are need- 
ed. The ornamen- 
tal details must 
soon fall to pow- 
der through expo- 
sure, and if is ini 
pos'ihle to restore 
them. To kee] • 
a permanent 
record of them 
before they go i.- 
all that cau hr 
done. 

Ks. 

Cost of ex- 
cavatio n s 
and re- 
pairs ... 1,000 

Photogr.aphs 
and draw- 
ings ... 250 

I’otal cost 
including 
all estab- 
lishment, 
except the 
Executive 
Engineer 
and his 
office ... ] ,250 

‘ Note. — The above re- 
j marks apply also fo 
object No. G. 

Most important 
and to be care- 
luliy preserved. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tr.tdltion regarding it. 


Custody or Present state of 
present use. preservation. 


ten feet in length. The first court was of 
very considerable proportions — 50 feet by 26 
and was covered by a stone roof supported by 
a series of 12 large pillais. These columns 
rested on a rough pedestal of unhewn stone, 
which has disappeared beneath the fioor. 


'Whether restoration 

IS 

DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

i 

iCUffs. i 

! I 

Remarks, 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Bemabvs. 


The shaft itself is seven feet eight inches high, | 
of which one foot nine inches are taken up j 
in the capital. The upper half of this con- 
sists of a simple square, and the latter of an 
oval band of a rich lace-like pattern. Tlie 
rest of the pillar, down to one foot ten inches 
of the lower end, where it again has a 
base of oblong shape, is oval, having a cir- 
cumference of three feet eight inches, and ^ 
ornamented at regular distances by two hands I 
of carving about twelve iuches wide. Each j 
band consists of two parts, the first exhibiting I 
a row of flowers strongly resembling heraldic i 
roses, and the second a series of conventional j 
Lions' heads. On each side of this covered I 
terrace, but several feet behind it, is an j 
elaborate brick moulding fourteen feet long 
and six and-a-half feet high, surmounted by 
a narrow terrace of the same material, 
approached on either side by three steps from 
the pillared court. This moulding has 16 
turns, and is of the most graceful appear- 
ance. On each side of the entrance court, 
and above the narrow terrace, the main 
wall is still standing ten feet high. On the ! 
west side of the court was the great entrance j 
door, whhsh has fallen down. This doorw'ay ' 
was of extraordinary beauty, and measured 
20 feet across and more than twelve feet ; 
high. It was composed of a series of 18 
slabs, nine on each side, gradually lessening 
in height towards the centre, where they 
terminated in a narrow portal hardly three 
feet wide, and surmounted by a heavy slab 
decorated with elaborate carving. The 
whole of this enormous mass of sculpture 
rested on three great stones, feet square 
and 22 feet in length. Each slab was 
joined to the next one by strong iron 



Number, 


PATNA DIVISION— 


1(59 








Whether restor.vtiox 


1 







IS DFSIBABLE AND 

Whether pho- 

1 


Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use 

Present state of 
preservation. 


POSSIBLE. 

tograpbs, 
plan®, < r draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Remarks. 

. District. 

Cla-s. 

Remarks. 


clamps, and the upper portion of eacli was i 
joined to the lower in the same manner, 
'i'he first two stones on either side were 
devoid of all ornament, and were placed 
nearly a foot behind the other slabs. The 
neit pillar of the series (or rather what , 
remained of it intact) was eight feet in height, I 
' twelve inches broad, and of enormous thick- ! 

' ness. The first stone was of light brown ' 
colour and of a soft and friable nature, j 
whereas this one resembled the hardest , 
granite, and presented a curious variety of i 
! appearance and colour. The base of it was ! 
j plain, and above it is a grotesque kneeling ; 

1 figure with a long beard and uplifted hands, j 
I supporting a canopy, above which rises a 
' long line of geometrical pattern. Slab No. 3 ■ 

I is of black basalt, and is scarcely four inches ; 

wide. It is taken up entirely by the repre- i 
I sentation of two enormous snakes, one twining j 
round the other. The next stone (No. 4) is I 
of the same material, and is of unusually 
elaborate workmanship. A winding stem 
of flowery pattern work covers its face, and 
j from each side of it springs a lotus-like 
flower, which alternately forms the resting 
place of a mystic bird or an elephant rampant. 
The fifth slab is plain. The sixth pillar is 
ornamented at the base with a female figure 
eight inches high, from whose hands spring 
a winding branch of foliage and flowers, 
which stretches to the top of the lintel. On 
the base of this slab, on the south side, there 
is an inscription, of which an annotated 
translation and reading in modem Deva- 
Nagri by Dr. Bajendra Lala Mitra is given 
below: — j 

Deva-Nagri transcript. 

i 
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Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
piesent use. 


Piesent state of 
pieservalion. 


(Translation.) 

In tlie reign of Srimat Mahipala Deva, 
Samvat 91.3 (A. D. 856). This is a religious 
gift of Baladitj'a, the son of Gurudatta and i 
grandson of Haradatta, a follower of the | 
noble Mahay ana school, &c., a devout wor- 
shipper, who came from the city of Kau- 
sambi (wherein he was the chief among 
the wise men of the auspicious Tailadhaka). 
"Whatever merit may accrue from this, may 
the same he to the advancement of the 
highest knowledge among the mass of 
mankind. The end. 

The seventh slab is a repetition of the third, 
and the eighth is of the same stone as the 
second, containing three large female figures, 
one above the other, each about IJ feet high, 
and in the hands of each is seen a musical 
instrument similar in shape and size to the 
modem sitar. The ninth stone has a simple 
heading, and is surmounted by a heavy 
slab covered with carving. The two last, 
slabs of the series, together with the one 
which covers them, formed the doorw^ay 
which leads to the inner pait of the temple. 
This magnificent gate, now in the Bihar ' 
museum, led to the second hall 12 feet wide 
and 18 feet long, and ou each side of this 
chamber were smaller octagon rooms, from 
the western end of which a staircase led to the 
terraces above, and which w'ere approached 
by narrow doors right and left of the great 
gateway. These rooms were evidently of 
gieat height, and were decorated by elabora- 
tely carved panels of sand-stone let into the 
brickwork. One of these consists of a slab 
of Mirzapur stone covered with the most 
elaborate design, the chief feature being two 
figures with arms and legs entwined. The 
colour of the stone is peculiarly beautiful. 
Another is of blackbasalt, and represents a 
large elephant, richly caparisoned, with 
a lotus flow'er in its mouth. Beyond this I 


Whether ee.toeation 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Remaiks. 


Whether pho* 
tographs, 
plans^or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks. 


1 

i 

\ 
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Name of object. 


Any local Listoiy or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present U'^e. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

Whether pho- 1 

IS DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE, 

tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
! exist,- 


Bemarks. 

Clnss. 


Re-mauks. 


another door opens into an inner chamher 22 
feet square, the walls of which are, in 
their ruined state, 14 feet high. This was 
doubtless the most sacred portion of the build- 
ing, and there is at its western end a headless 
Budoha four feet high, placed on a handsome 
throne of black basalt, divided into five 
compartments, 't he first on each side contains 
single figures ; the next, lions eouehant ; and 
j in the centre are two devotees in the act of 
i making an offering. The wall is 18 feet 
I thick on either side. 

I 

i The higher terraces and roofs have fallen 
j over on the northern side ; and from an exa- i 
j mination of tlieir ruins, it is conjectured that j 
I the building consisted of at least five stories, | 
surmounted by a spire or minaret, not by a ; 
cupola. The total height was probably at least | 
200 feet. I 

The excavation on the western side is the most 
I perfect of all. The upper terrace is about 
63 feet long, and is 12 feet above the lower 
I one, which is 11 feet wide. The wall of 
i the higher terrace is quite plain, decorated I 
by a simple moulding about three feet j 
above the base. The terraces consist of solid ' 
brickwork, a fact which has been ascertained : 

! by making a perforation six feet deep in the | 
centre. Not quite in the centre of the build- | 

I ing is an irregular protuberance 22 feet j 
j wide and 27 feet long. Possibly it was a j 
i mere support, built up to sustain the weight • 

! of the upper stories when they showed i 
i symptoms of decay ; for, on removing the | 

] greater portion of it, the pilasters, mouldings, ; 
j and statues wiiich decorate the wall of the i 
1 lower terrace were found entire behind it. 'I'he ■, 
ornamentation of each of these sides consisted 
of a seiies of mouldings and niches filled with : 
stucco figures of Buddha in various positions. 
After the removal of the protuberance, the | 
w'est side presented at the base a moulding ; 
of brick-w'oik five feet three inches high, i 
having 13 distinct turns. The moulding | 
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102 


Patna 


Baragaon. Riliar 
Sub- Division. 


The eight halls 
or yards. 


Any loc il liistory or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
[present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 
IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Eemarks. 


Whether pho- 
I tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Bemasks. 


runs along the whole facade. After the first 
6 feet, it recedes a foot and continues in 
the same line for 18 feet, when it again 
advances a foot and continues in that line 
for 8 feet This arrangement is continuous. 
Above the moulding is a series of niches, two 
feet ten inches wide and three feet three inches 
high. They are separated by pilasters about 
lour feet six inches high. These pilasters have 
plain square bases and a three sided shaft, 
each shaft being somewhat semicircular in 
form. Above this is a square moulded 
capital. Above the niches are lotus-shiped 
bosses of brick, protruding from the 
wall, and above these is another moulding 
similar to that below. The niches are sur- 
mounted by arches of overlapping brick, 
and each contained a figure in plaster. 'J’he 
original bricks are moulded with exquisite 
exactness and present a great variety of 
patterns ; some of the pilaster bases, for ins- 
stance, containing figures, &c., fitted to- 
gether in different portions. The temple has 
evidently been cohered at least twice by a 
coating of plaster moulded into different 
forms, but as a rule greatly inferior to the 
workmanship of the brick underneath. The 
southern side is precisely similar to the wes- 
tern On the top of the terrace, which 
doubtless ran round the three sides of the 
temple, was probably a verandah, as holes 
which may be the sockets of the beams are 
visible in the upper wall. The southern side 
still stands more than 30 feet high. 

This mass of ruins lies parallel to the great 
topes, numbered III, IV, and V, and the 
dimensions of the different balls are given 
below : — 

No. I (To the extreme south! is 114 feet east 
and w'est, and 84 feet north and south. 

No. II . — 72 feet east and west, and 40 feet 
north and south. 

No. III. — 60 feet east and west by 50 feet 
north and south. 


ub \ r 


es 


No. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


1103 


104 


Patna 


Do. 


105 


Do. 


Uajgir 


Caves 


Do. 


Ruins 


Bankipur 


Tombs 


Any local history or tradition rogarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
picservation. 


east and west by 70 feet 
and west by 75 feet 


No. IV. — 40 feet 
north and sonth. 

No. V. — 195 feet east 
north and south. 

No. VI. — 100 feet east 
north and south. 

No. VII. — 100 feet east 
north and south. 

No VIII. — 100 feet east and west by 60 feet 
north and south. 


and west by 70 feet 
and west by 70 feet 


Several gateways and pillars were discovered 
in these ruins, but no idols. These w'ere 
evidently the remains of the eight “ halls of 
disputation,” described by Hiouen Thsang 
as having been built on the land between the 
monasteries. 

These are objects of historical interest, being 
connected with the life of Buddha and the 
progress of Buddhism ; they are also of 
architectural and archaaological interest, and 
should be preserved. 


The cenotaph' near the Judge’s court in 
memory ot Major Knox, who relieved Patna 
w'hen besieged by Shah Alam. and the shaft 
in Patna City in memory of the officers and 
men killed by Mir Kassim Ali before Clive 
could come up aud save them. 


Whether restoratios 

IS DESIRABLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

Class. 

Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist* 


In fair order 


The ze- 
mindars. 


In utter ruin 


iia 


In good order 


Tes, at trifling 
cost. 


Yes. 


No 


la 


Yes 


No. 


BKjr.tBEg. 


rhe place has been 
repeatedly ex- 
plored ; there is 
nothing further 
to be done here ; 
there is a chance 
of one of the 
famous Asoka 
edicts aud 
stupas being 

found if j udi- 
ciously searched 
for by trial 
trenches. Cost 
of excavations 
Es. 150. 
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inors of the 
building 
exist. 

106 

Patna 

Bihar 

Museum ... 

The vast and most interesting collection made 
by Mr. Broadley, and placed in charge of 
trustees, is well worthy of permanent preserv- 
ation ; the terms of the trust preclude their 
removal to Calcutta, so they must be preserv- 
ed where they are. 

In trust 
to the 
Bihar 
Munici- 
pality. 

Fair 

ia 


No 

All that is needed 
is to prevent their 
dispersion, as the 
wording of the 
trust precludes 
their removal 

to the Indian 
Museum. 

107 

Do. 

1 

Titrawan 

Sculptures and 
topes. 

Some of the best preserved and largest sculptures 
and remains of topes exist here. 

Un- 

known. 

In ruins 

ia 

Yes 

Photogra- 
phs of a 
few of the 
0 b ]ec t s 
of interest 
exist. 

This place possess- 
es many ancient 
remains, conspi- 
cuous among 

them being the 
great statue of 
Buddha, one of 
the finest and 
largest in Bihar. 
It is still on its 
original site and 
ancient pedestal 
facing the tanks, 
and flanked by 
small topes which 
still exist in 
fair order, 

but buried. On 
the Garh are the 
long lines of 
walls of a monas- 
tery, and in the 
village the lower 
portions of a large 
temple with its 
mouldings intact, 
but buried under- 
ground. The 

ruins here well 
deserve both ex- 
ploration and pre- 
servation, and as 
the cost of con- 
serving the tem- 
ple, attached 

monastery and 
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District. 


108 Patna 



Name of object. 


Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
FOSSIBLE. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks. 


topes will 

not be much, 
and the cost of 
exploration small, 
it deserves early 
attention and 
assistance. More 
especially as, if 
not carefully 
looked after vil- 
lagers will 

carry off 

every brick to 
build their huts. 
There are numer- 
ous isolated 
mounds, ruins 
of temples, and 
supeib small 
pieces of sculp- 
ture well deserv- 
ing of preserva- 
tion. 


Tillara 


Dargah 

masjid. 


This was the site of one of the well-known Un- Iq ruins 
and famous monasteries visited by Hwcn- known. 

Asang, and called in his time Tiladaka. See 
Jlwen-thsang. 


lb Yes 


... No 


jCosfc of excavation 300 
Do. CDnservation 600 
Do. sculpture's 50 
Do. drawing’s & 

photographs 50 

Total ... 1,000 


There is a dargah 
here, built of 
Hindu materials, 
and also a mas- 
jid attached. 
They are in fdir 
order, and need 
no interference, 
but the mounds, 
which are very 
extensive, would 
certainly repay 
exploration if ’ 
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WHErHER RFSTORATION "V 
IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. j 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
Ians, or dtaw- 
ings of the 

Bemabes. 

Number. 


nse^ 

preservation. 

( 

JlllSS. 1 

Remaiks, 

building 

exist. 



1 




1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

I 





judiciously con- 
ducted. The place 
was the site of 
one of the most 
famous monas- 
teries and Bud- 
dhist colleges in 
the seventh cen- 
tury, and is 
mentioned by 

H w e n t h s ang. 

Cost of excava- 
tion Ks. 200. 

109 

1 

! 

1 

Patna 

Dilsa 

1 

1 

i 

Dargah and 

masjid. 

No historical traditions exist. For the local 
legends see Archaeological Report, vol. viii. 

1 

tn 

a 

oj 

Fair as regards 
dargah. Sculp- 
ture uncared for. 

j 

1 

\b 

Yes 

No 

The masjid is 
avowedly built 
on the site and 
with the mate- 
rials of a Hindu 
temple ; a little 
excavation would 
probably show 
the plans of the 
temple and clear 
the grounds of 
the masjid at the 
same time. The 
masjid is reported 
one of the oldest 
in the Patna cir- 
cle and dates to 
the Khiljis, or 
about the fourth 
century, A.H. 

Cost of excavation 
Es. 25. 

110 

Do. 

! Patna 

Masjid 

This masjid, known as Sher Shah’s, and un- 
douhtediy the oldest in the city, is in good 
order and deserves to be kept up. 



In fair order ... 

ib 

Ves 

No 

Kept in fair order 
and need not be 
interfered with. 

111 

Do. 

Do. 

1 

1 

Do. 

This masjid near Chamni Ghat was once very 
fine and ornamented with glazed tiles ; it is 
still in good order and ought to be kept up. 


Ditto, but decay- 
ing. 

ih 

Yes 

No 

The masjid at 
Chamni Gh&t, 
with its fine 
court and two 
noble gateways, 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

I 

i Any local history or tradition regarding it* 

Custody or 
present 
. use. 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

- Eemaees. 

i 

Class. 

Bemarks. 

112 

Patna 

Patna 

Masjid and 

tomb. 

1 

The masjid, dargah and adjacent tomb ought 
to be kept in good order. They are near 
Khwajeh Kalan’s Ghat. 

i 

In fair order , , . 

! 

i 

ib 

Yes 

No 

is well worthy of 
preservation, and 
the expenditure 
of Es. 1,500 
is recommend- 
ed with a 

view to prevent 
its destruction, 
and to clear it 
from obstruo- 

tion.s, jangal 

and tumble-down 
huts and accre- 
tions, which 

have been allow- 
ed to grow up 
at and in its 
gateways. The 
cloisters which 
once went round 
the court have 
disappeared, ex- 
cept in the north- 
east corner, 

where the small 
piece which exists 
ought to be pre- 
served. This has 
been since done 
by the Muham- 
madans of Patna 
city. 

The masjid near 
Khawajeh Ka- 
lan’s Gh&t and 
the adjacent dar- 
gah and gateway 
are also objects 
of interest and 
worthy of pre- 
servation — tney 
date to Aurang- 
zib. The roofing 
of the dargah is 
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"Whether restoration 
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POSSIBLE. 
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tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
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c 

Q 

r2 

S 

P 

preservation. 

Class. 

Eemarks. 

ings of the 
building 
exist. 











curious, and there 
must have been 
once stone lattice 
work enclos- 

ing the tomb. 
The mas j id is 
plain and kept 
in fair order. 

113 

1 

i 

1 

t 

Patna 

1 

I 

Patna 

Sculptures and 
■well. 

Both "Well and sculptures are old; these date 
to Asoka’s period, and ought to be kept in 
good order. The well and the hut inshrining 
the sculpture are either private property or 
belong to the municipality. 

1 

Patna 
Munici- 
pality (it 
isbeliev- 
ed) and 
private 
owners. 

Neglected 

i^- 

Yes 

No 

There are some 
sculptures, dat- 
ing to about 250 
(B.C.),at “Agam 
Kuinyan ” or 

well, tvell worthy 
of notice. There 
are also ruins 
here and there 
of various ages 
and in various 
stages of decay, 
wliich need no 
notice ; but there 
are scattered 

about in the city, 
especially in and 
near the Patani 
Devi temple, 

fine pieces of 
sculpture, chiefly 
door jambs and 
sills in fine black 
basalt, ■which 

should not be 
allowed to be 
destroyed. There 
are also some 
pieces of sculp- 
ture in and near 
Pan j Pahari. 

114 

Do. 

Matter 

Tomb 


Unknown 

Decaying 

v O 

i5 

Yes 

No 

It is said to be 
next to the Sas- 
ssram tomb, the 
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or preseut 
use. 

Present stute of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 

Ebmaeks. 

Number. 

preservation. 

Class, 

Keinarks. 

ings of the 
building 
exist. 

i 

115 

Patna 

Bihar 

Lat or pillar . . 


Unknown 

In the sub divi- 

iia 

Yes 

Yes 

fii'.est in the 

Patna Circle 

south of tho 
Ganges. 

The lat containing 

116 

Do 

Do. 

1 

1 

Fort 


Do. ... 

! 

1 

t 

1 

1 

sional Kachari. 

Ditto 

iia 


No 

one of the Gupta 
inscr'ptions is set 
tiT'side down by 
Mr. Broadley in 
a platform near 
tlie sub-division- 
al kachari, and 
inscribed with a 
list of the local 
officers and muk- 
tears of Bihar. 
Tiiis should bo 
taken up and 
either removed to 
a museum or 
reversed and set 
in its proper 
position. 

Since done. 

A portion of the 
towers flanking 
one of the gates 
of tho old fort of 
Bihar is not 
only a jiictures- 
que object in 
itself, but is va- 
luable as show- 1 
iug the masonry i 
of the period, j 
which cannot 

date to later 
than 30 J A.D. 
They are 

close to tiie 

1 
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Whether pho- 
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plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Eemaeks. 

Class. 

Eemarks. 










kachari, and bat 
little expense 

would conserve 
them ; they 

should not be 
pointed, but the 
upper two layers 
should be t^en 
up and reset in 
cement so as to 
render the top 
waterproof and 
impermeable to 
roots of plants. 
If any pointing 
of the joints be 
considered need- 
ful (this is not 
considered neces- 
sary by Mr. Beg- 
lar) the mortar 
should not be 
brought flush 

with the surface, 
but left in the 
hollows of the 
joints so as to be 
invisible from 

outside : point- 
ing was absolutely 
never used by 
Hindus, and it 
would be mis- 
leading to use 
pointing ” in 
any old piece of 
Hindu masonry, 
which is pre- 
served as a spe- 
cimen of the 
art and architec- 
ture of the 

period. Mr. 

Beglar strongly 
deprecates the 
system of 
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Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
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Present state of 
pre^ervation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 
budding 
exist. 

1 

Bemabes. 

rO 

s 

c 






Class. 

Remarks. 












pointing re- 

mains of an- 
cient Hindu 

art. 

117 

Patna 

Bihar 

Tombs 

4 « 

Dn- 

known. 

Ruins ... 

iia 

Yes 

No 

There are some 
ancient tomb- 
stones in what 
was once a 
burial ground. 
These are un- 
doubtedly the 
most ancient 

Christian tomb- 
stones yet dis- 
covered in 

Bengal, and 

as such deserve 
prese r v a t i o n ; 
they are inscrib- 
ed in Armenian 
characters, which 
have been mis- 
taken for 

modified Lat 

characters. 

118 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Eemains 


Do. 

Do. 

iia 

Yes 

No 

Various remnants 
in various parts 
of the city. 
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Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present u»e. 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE, 

"A 





Class. 

Eemarks, 

119 

Patna 

Titrawan 

■ 

Remains 

Remains of fort, citadel and of temples, of 
which basement portions are intact, exist and 
were exhumed by General Cunningbam and 
Mr. Beglar ; they are well worth preserva- 
tion. 

TTn- 

kuowii. 

Ruin 

iia 

Yes 

120 

Ditto 

Jagdispur ... 

Mounds and 


Do. 

Do. 

iifl 

Yes 


Bihar 


sculptures. 


Dargah 


Do. 


Ditto 


ii6 Ves 


Whether pho- 
toi^raph^, 
plnns, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


No 


Yes ; but 
fu r t h e r 
ex pi or a- 
tion need- 
ful. 


No 


IJemaecs. 


FiV/e remarks 
against obiect 
N^o. 107. 


The place was 
certainly the 
site of an im- 
portant temple, 
whose ruins now 
form the mound 
on which 

lies the colossal 
statue of Buddha, 
known as the 
J agdispur statue, 
and which doubt- 
less was once en- 
shrined in the 
temple. Excava- 
tion of the 
mound would 
certainly disclose 
the lower por- 
tions of the tem- 
ple, which might 
be conserved or 
left to decay as its 
state of preser- 
vation might 
justify, but in 
any case plans 
and photographs 
and sections of 
the exhumed 
temains would 
be valuable. 

Ks 

Cost of excavation 
ar. d conserva- 
tion ... 125 

Plans ... 25 

1 he dargah of 
A1 akhdum Shah j 
contains a valu- ■ 
able inscription ' 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
prest-ut use. 


Pi esent state of 
preservation. 


Whether restoration 

Is DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Remaiks, 


i 


Whether pho- ! 
t< grapi s, phinsj 
or drawings of 
the builuing 
exut. 


Remarks. 


112 ^ 


Patna 


Pawapuri sub- 
division, Bihar. 


Temple 


See Archaeological Report, vol. viii 


Jaius ... 


In ruins, but iii Yes 
being repaired. 


1‘43 


Ditto 


Silao 


... MasjiJs 


Ditto 


Un- 
: known. 


' Xegleited 


iiu Yes 


No 


No 


besides being 
itseK a specimen 
of late AJubam- 
m ail an art. Re- 
moval of some of 
the whitewash 
and accretions 
and some petty 
repairs and exca- 
vations, are, it 
is believed, 

needed. 

Cost Rs. 50. 

The remains 
consist of a 
temple situated 
in the middle of 
a tank and of 
some fragments 
and ruins of 
older temples 
outside. The 
plane is greatly 
resorted to by 
Jains as being the 
site where Ma- 
havira died. The 
modern temple 
which Mr. Beg- 
lar saw being 
erected in the 
village contains 
several .Jain and 
buddhist statues; 
but as both 
temples and frug- 
nieiits are wed 
looked after by 
tiie Jains, no 
ill erferenoe ap- 
pears necessary. 


Til ere are t "0 
brick masjids, 
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I District. 


124 Patna 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservatiim. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 


Class 


POSSIBLE. 


Kemarhs. 


Whether pho- 
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exist. 


Kemarfs, 


Miranpur Nadra 


Masjids 


... See Archaeological report, Vol. VIII 







or a njasjid and 
a dargah, botii 
containing nianv 
old remains of 
cut stone ; but 
there is nothing 
of such interest 
as to justify 
expenditure be- 
yond an occasion- 
al rooting out of 
trees and jungle. 

Un- 

known. 

1 

! 

1 

1 

In ruins 

iih 

Yes 

No 

There are several 
ruins, the prin- 
cipal of whicli 
are a masjid and 
a dargah. The 
dargah is ascri- 
bed to Syed 
Ahmad Shah, 
and contains 

several Hindu 
fragments built 
into the walls 
and floor. The 
masjid is in ruins, 
and consi.-ts now 
of three rows of 
Hindu pillars, 
six in each row. 
These must have 
belonged to the 
temple on the 
ruins of wh.ch 
the masjid 

was built. From 
some sculp- 

t)ire built into 
it, the temple 
appears to have 
been Buddhist. 
Nothing appears 
to he needed here 
heyr-nd prevent- 
ing the carrying 
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125 


Patna 


Chandimau 


In ruins 


Pujari 

Prah- 

maus. 


In ruins 


i 


126 


Do. 


Shahpur Atma ... 


Do 


Un- 

known. 


Ditto 


127 


Saran 


Sitakund 


Temple 


Sita-kund, or “ Sita’s tank,” is a circular pond, 
140 feet in diameter, situated near the middle 
of an old fort without name. 10 miles to the 
south south-east of Motihari, and half a mile 
to the north of Madhuban on the Bur Gandak, 
or old Gandak, river. The site is evidently an 
old one, but nothing whatever of its history, 
and not even its name, is known to the igno- 
rant Jogis who now live there. The ram- 
parts of the fort are formed of two separate 
brick walls, with feet of earth filled in 
between them. The outer brick wall is 1 0 
feet thick, but the inner one is only 3 feet, 
so that the rampart is exactly 2i| feet thick. 
The fort is an irregular square of 450 feet 
each side. 'I he north and east sides are quite 
straight, but the other two sides are irregiJar, 
that to the we>t being only 350 feet long, with 
a projection in the southern half, which makes 
the south side with its salient angle about 


Whether rfstoration 

IS DESIHABLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

Class. 

i 

Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, plans, 
or drawings of 
the building 
exist. 


Kbmabks. 


off of the existing 
pillars and roof- 
ing slabs. The 
place is situated 
about seven 
miles east of 
Jaru, and of the 
fork of the 
Phalgu river. 


iii 


No 


... No 


... The remains here 
consist exclusive- 
ly of sculptures, 
of which the 
finest were, it is 
believed, removed 
to Bihar. There 
was also an ins- 


erifition here, but 
it is not known 
where it is now. 


iii 


No 



There are some 
sculptures heie 
of no interest. 


iia 


Probably capa- 
ble and de- 
serving of 
preservation. 


No 


Vide also Archaeo- 
logical report, 
Vol. XVI. 
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5,'jO feet long. There are large round bastions 
at the cornel s and in the middle of each 
face. The brick walls are still from 10 to 
12 feet in height, but they must have 
been much higher original!}’', as the earthen 
rampart is generally about 20 feet in 
height, with a ba^e of from 50 to 6U 
feet. The whole height of the rampart with 
its jiarapet could not therefore have been less j 
than dO or even 35 feet. In some places, on 
the west and north, there are traces of a ditch. i 
Altogether ttie Sita-kiind fort must have been 
a place of some strength in Hindu times, when 
guns were unknown and thick lofty walls 
could ouly be attacked by escalade. 

On the east, the west, and the south sides, there 
was a single entrance, and on the north there 
were apparently two gates, but the rampart 
on this face is so nearly obliterated _ that a 
guess could only be made at the position of 
the gates by the depressions on the edge of 
the mound. 

The holy tank is a deep circular pond, w'ith 
stone and brick stau’-cases on three sides, 
leading down to the water’s edge for the 
convenience of bathing. A great mela is held 
here annually on the Ram Aavami of Ohait, 
or 9th day of the waxing moon, when several 
thousands of people assemble to do honour 
to Rama and Sita. Near the north flight of 
steps there is a broken stone bull and a lingam 
■W’ith the remains of a floor of au old temple 
of Siva. 'I'o the south-east of the tank there 
is a brick temple of Mahadeva as Girija Nath, 
or the husband of the mountain-born goddess 
Girija or Farvati. 

On the southern rampart, close to the noiddle 
bastion, there are two small places of worship 
under trees. — one dedicated to Garh-debi, and 
the other to Raran Bir. The former is the 
tutelary goddess of the fort, but the latter 
is the shrine of a deified ghost, or spirit of a 
man who had met a Holent death. Nothing, 
however, is known about him. On the top 
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exist. 



of the western rampart, immediately opposite j j I 

the principnl temple, and under the sliade of i 
a magnificent tree, there is a small terrace ^ 
called Jogi ka-baitliak, or the “Hermits’ | 

seat.” In the northern part of tlie fort there j j ' 

are a few ruinous samadhs, or tombs, of ■ i 

former Jogis. j ! i 

But the principal temple, which stands close to I I i 

the west side of the tank, is a white-washed j 

building, 27 feet square, with octagonal i | 

turrets at the four corners and a domed roof. ; 

It looks exactly like a Muhammadan tomb, j 

and there is a very strong susjucion that it ! ' 

really was a tomb which was appropriated by , 

the Hindus during the troubled times of the ' ! 

break-up of the Delhi Empire. Inside. ; j 

under a separate canopy, which appears to : i i 

be a late construction, there are seven black ; I f 

stone statues and one smaller figure of a dif- ■ { ' j 

ferent kind. ,1 


128 


?aran 


Sitaluiud 


Hediban Temple 


! 


Bediban is another fort enclosing a Hindu [ 
shrine. It is situated about half a mile to i 
the south west of the town of Madhuban. ! 
and one mile to the south of Sita-kund. It 
is more than twice the size of Sita-kund, 
being 925 feet long from north to south and 
670 feet broad, with an average he-ght of 
12 feet above the fields outside. The ramparts , 
appear to be of earth only. They are thickly 
covered with large trees, and are entirely : 
surrounded by a broad shallow ditch. Two 
hundred feet from the northern end of the 
enclosure there is a lofty terrace, 20 feet in ! 
height, surrounded by a brick wall, with two 
long flights of steps on the north and east. 
The terrace is 9 • feet long from east to west 
and 68 feet broad. On the western half of 
this terrace stands a domed building, lO^ feet 
square, with a verandah or portico on the 
entrance side, which faces the east. The only • 
object of worship in this temple is a stone 
with a Muhammadan inscription, which is 
called Bhngwan-ka-charan pad or the “ foot- 
prints of Bhagwan”! '1 he stone is two feet 


Neglected ... iii : No 


I 


I 

j i 


I 

j 



Vah ahvo Archaeo- 
logical report, 
i Vol.XVl Copy 
I of tile inscription 
' should be sent to 
the Government 
tpigraphist. 

I 


I 
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Sarangarh 


Fort 


l iO i Ditto 


Sagardih 


Stupa 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


! Custody or 
present use. 


square and one foot thick, •with seven lines of 
Arabic •writing in the usual raised letters. 
Unfortunately the daily libations of ghi and 
water have injured the letters so much that 
the record is not very legible. Apparently it 
is dated in A. H. 847. The words sanh saha 
arhain, or “ the year seven and forty, ” are 
quite plain, hut the hundred word is not so 
clear ; it looks like saman mayat, or 800. The 
name of Mahmud occurs in it, and if this he 
the name of the reigning king, the record must 
belong to Mahmud Sharki of Jaimpur, who 
reigned from A. H. 844 to 863. 

In this ea'«e we have not only the appropriation 
by the Hindus of a Muhammadan tomb as a 
place of worship, but the still more strange 
adoption of an Arabic inscription as an object 
of worship under the name of “ Bhagw&n’s 
foot-prints.” 

Sarangarh, or Sarvangarh, is an old fort situated 
on the north bank of the Bur Gandak, five 
miles to the north-east of Motihari. It is 
also called Nonachaur-garh, or the “fort of 
Nonachaur,” a Dusad, who is said to have 
reigned. The mound is high and covered 
with old bricks and jungle. Some portions 
of the brick -walls also remain. 

Nonachaur, the Dusad, is the hero of the 
Suhahi-garh legend, and if he is the same 
person as the owner of Sarangarh, the lover 
of the I’rincess Subahi, must have been at 
least a petty chief, although of low caste. 
General Cunningham did not visit Sarangarh, 
as he was informed that there were no remains 
except same ruinous brick walls. It is worthy 
of notice that all the oldest places in this 
country are situated on the banks of the Bur 
Gandak or old Gandak River. 

Sagar-dih, or the mound of Sagar village, is 
also called simply Bhisa, or “ the mound,” 
and is attributed to Raja Sagara, the Solar- 
hero. It is therefore also known as Sagar- 
garh, or “Sagaras castle.” It is 13 miles 
to the south of Motihari, and 10 miles to the 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whether eestobation 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class, 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tojiraphs, 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 
bnilding 
exist* 


Bfmares. 


Nejflecled 


ii« I Yes 


No 


Ditto 


ua 


Vide Archseologi- 
cal report, Vol. 
XVI. 


Yes, and further 
exploration 
necessary. 


No 


Vide also Archm- 
logioal Report, 

Vol. XVI. 
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north-east of Kesariya, It stands on an 
elevated piece of ground 500 feet long by 
300 feet broad, on the eastern bank of an 
oblong sheet of water called Gaya-Pokhar. 
Nine hundred feet to the south-east, there 
is a fine large tank, 1,000 feet square, which 
is called simply Pokhar or “ the tank,” and 
sometimes Bauddlia Pokhar, which seems to 
point to the Buddhistic stupa close by. 

On the eastern embankment of the Bauddha 
Pokhar. there is a small shrine in the shape 
of a round brick platform 3 feet high, with 
a single knot on the top. This is the usual 
form of the Gr^m Deota, or deified ghost, 
which is so extensively worshipped by all 
the lower classes. It is chiefly attended on 
Sundays and Mondays, when a young goat 
or sheep is sacrificed and flowers are offered. | 
At the south-west foot of the moimd there is | 
a small brick tomb of Ghulam Husen Shah, j 
who is more commonly known by the name 
of Mallang, or the madman.” It is a small 
brick building, only 13^ feet square, hut it 
has 15 bigahs of land attached to it. The 
present occupant is the fourth in descent from ! 
Mallang, so that the shiine may he about 100 ! 
years old j 

The mound is 37 feet high, with a circular i 
base nearly 200 feet in diameter. Due east, i 
a few hundred feet, there are two bridges | 
on the high road, one of them with six piers i 
and two abutments, which, from their dimen- 
sions, must contain about 4,600 cubic feet 
of solid brick- work, all of which was taken 
from the old stupa on the mound by one 
Bishanath Babu 25 years ago, when he was 
making the road. 

General Cunningham dug a trench all round tlie 
building outside as well as a shaft dowm the 
centre, by which he ascertained that the stupa 
stood on a paved terrace raised 20 feet above 
the ground. He sank both excavations below 
the foundations of the stupa. The shaft was 12 
feet in diameter at the top and about 9 feet 
below. At a depth of 1 2 feet the size of the 
bricks suddenly changed from 15 by 8^ by 21 
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incites to 17| x x 3j incites. This ■w as the 

IcYel of the plinth on which the building was 
erected. At first he thought that the large 
bricks might have been made specially for 
the plinth of the stupa and the pavement 
of the terrace. But it afterwards struck him 
that they might have been the remains of a 
former stupa which had become ruinous, and 
this, he thinks, must actually have been the 
case, as he found, amongst the large bricks 
at the bottom of the shaft inside the roots of 
a decayed palm-tree standing quite upright. 
From this he concludes that, when the present 
stupa was begun, the ruins of the previous 
building must have been overgrown with 
jungle, which was all cleared away and the 
top levelled, leating the roots of this single 
palm embedded in the bricks of the older 
stupa. There were 13 courses of large bricks 
forming the pliuth of the existing building, 
which was 4 feet deep. If this plinth was 
the remains of a previous stupa, as he supposes, 
theu the old building must have been larger 
by twice the breadth of the plinth, or twice 
5 feet 2 inches. 

In plan the present stupa is a circle of 22 feet 
diameter at base, which decreases to 19J feet 
at the top of the ruin. In section, the lower 
part for 4 1 feet consists of a few bold mould- 
ings, above wFich the wall is quite plain at a 
height of 3 feet 2 inches. Then comes a band 
of moulding,8 inches deep, supported on 6-inch 
dentils or brackets. I'he wall is then divided 
into 14 faces by plain pilasters, 8 inches 
broad, without bases. They must have had 
capitals, however, as General Cunningham 
found a single piece of brick carved with a 
volute at one end similar to the volutes which 
he has seen in other brick capitals. The 
wFole of the upper part of the stupa above 
the middle of the pilasters has been removed ; 
but amongst the bricks lying about, he found 
i a single specimen with a semicircular end and 
i sloping sides, w’hich must have formed part 
of some circular ornament of the pinnacle. 
He founl also that the bricks of the hemi- 

1 
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sphere had heen made of two kinds, one with 
the long face carved, and the other with the 
short face carved, so that they must have been 
built as headers and stretchers. That they 
formed part of the hemisphere was proved by 
their being slightly bevelled on the cuter or 
curved edge. One stretcher was 14 inches 
long outside by 12^ inches inside, and 
inches broad. 

Two large cowries in good preservation were 
found inside the shaft, hut nothing was 
discovered from which the age of the build- 
ing might be inferred. From the general 
appearance, however, as well as from the 
relative proportions of height and diameter. 
General Cunningham concludes that it must 
be a mediaeval building, probably of the hth 
or 10th century. That it cannot be older 
is, he thinks, proved by the discovery of the 
roots of a palm tree embedded in the brick- 
work of a previous stupa. What may have 
been the age of this older stupa can only 
he guessed. It must, however, have been 
several centuries older than the present stupa, 
as we must allow a long time for it to have 
become so ruinous that only its foundation 
was left to be overgrown with palm tiees. 

The great paved platform, 20 feet high and 
175 feet in diameter, on which the stupa was 
erected, must of course be as old as the ori- 
ginal stupa. It was faced with a wall of 
brick all round, as General Cunningham found 
this outer wall at four different places selected 
at random wherever the jungle was less 
dense. As the bricks of this wall were all 
of the smaller size found in the later stupa, 
he concludes that the wall itself is most pro- 
bably of the same age. Apparently the wall 
sloped inwards, as he found in one place 
that only the three lower courses were per- 
pendicular, above which four courses were 
stepped inwards, about 3 inches in each 
course, followed by another course 6 inches 
stiU further back. Above this the face of 
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I the -wall was broken ; but as continuous 
I courses of bricks could be traced upwards on 
1 the face of the mound, he thinks it probable 
( that the wall gradually receded until it 
reached the paved court on a level with the 
[ base of the stupa. 

i There is no tradition connected with the Sugar 
I Dih, except the common story which is told 
at so many other places, and which probably 
i belongs to the old Buddhist times when 
■ travellers received hospitality in the monas- 
I teries Formerly, the people say that travel- 
1 Frs used to find cooking-pots lying ready for 
i their use ; but an avaricious Baniya 
j having cairied off some on his pony, the 
I cooking vessels have never been seen since. 


131 


Saran ... Uuchidih 


Stupa 


I General Cunningham reports as follows : — 

“ Of the places called Unchadih or Unchidih, 
there are two, one situated at a distance of 4i 
miles east by south from the village of 
Bingasuni, and the other eight mile's due 
north of the first Dih, close to a village 
i called Jakiari. 

i “ I however heard, from the people of whom 
I I made enquiries, about a garh situated 
I half a mile n est of Singasuni, and on visiting 
I the spot found it to be a mound covered in 
; jiaits with broken brick. These remains 
I measured about 130 feet long by 100 feet 
I broad, and have a general eminence of a few 
j feet from the surrounding country ; but the 
! four corners are considerably hiuher, the 
i highest of these (the south-west corner) 

! being about 8 feet above the field level, and 
i there is a winding road about 14 feet broad, 

1 traces of which can be followed for upwards 
I of a quaiter of a mile. Tiiis road leads up 
I to the not them face, which I make out to 
j have been the entrance to the fort. 

‘‘ As the greater part of the day was spent in 
enquiiits about Unchidih, and I wished to 
march next day on my road to Bettiah, we 
had not much time. Howev'er, I excavated ' 
one of the comers thoroughly, and at about ■ 
I three feet below the siu-face came upon solid . 


iia 
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No 


V'de also Archseo- 
logical Eeport, 
Vol. XVI. 
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brickwork which only lasted for five courses, 
and was of an irregular rounded form ; this 
gave place to eurtli, showing that these 
comers must have been commenced witheaith, 
and after being carried up for about four feet 
with this material, brickwork was lesorted 
to in carrying on the building of these curious 
moimds at the four corners of this garli. 
They may have been bastions to the fort, 
or more likely, are the foundations of four 
tow'ers which once embellished the general j 
design of this edifice, besides laying bare | 
one of the corners, I made some desultory i 
e.xcavations througli the sides of the mound, i 
in the hope of finding some traces of ramparts 
or walls ; but although three trenches were 
cut through the noith-east side, which was 
in the most regular and straight line, with 
the exception of a stray piece of brick here 
and there, which may have fallen in by 
accident from the other parts of the ruins 
during its demolition, I did not find am thing j 
whicti would lead to even a supposition of : 
walls having existed ; at least they could not 
have been commenced at so low a level ; but 
as the lowermost course of brickwork in 1 
the corner to«ers begins much above the ; 
ground level, the foundation of these walls \ 
might have rested on an eminence of earth. ; 
In the Well, five feet in diameter, which I sunk, j 
as near the centre of the mound as 1 could,I waS| 
more successful ; for at a depth of four feet, 
below the surface we found portions of four ■ 
large bricks and uine jiieces of boue. one 
large ; also a few beads similar to those | 
found at Besarh in the excavations made in the 
great ruined fort there. 1 failed to connect i 
the fragments of bone into any form, but | 
from their apjiearance should think they wore | 
human ; possibly the beads may have been ' 
interred together with the bones ; but these 
being only mere fr.agments, it would be diffi- 
cult, if not imj) 0 >sible, to arrive at any 
concl'ision regarding this discovery. Tue 
most remarkable part of the remams is 
the curiously winding road above men 
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132 ! Saxan 


ICasturia 


Mound 


tioned, ■which leads up to the north face of 
the mound. I traced this road for nearly 
1 alf a mile; it takes a south-westerly direc- 
tion, and, were it not covered ■with some 
scattered huts at a distance of little more 
than a quarter of a mile from the garh, in all 
probability tlie track may have extended a 
great deal further. It is occasionally used 
by bullock cait-drivers travelling from one 
village to another with their wares; these 
cans pass right through the ruined mound ; 
!u.d in c msequence of this practice, it is 
much cut up with ttieir luts, but tlie road itself, 
though very ruinous on the sides by age, does 
not seem to suffer much from thi.s traffic. 

*• The natives are more than usually ignorant 
conceruing these remains, and further than 
their forming a ruined fort (garb), they 
seem to know nothing ; nor is the zemindar of 
the village more enlightened on the subject.” 

On the west side of Sareya, near the little 
Bakeya Nala, and 16 miles nearly due east 
from Motihuri, there is a large mound of 
brick ruins culled Kasturia, 160 feet long 
by 100 feet in breadth, and 4 or 5 feet in 
height, which is said to be the remains of 
an ancient town. To the west of the mound 
there is a gigantic I’akar tree {Ficus glome- 
rata), about 15 feet in diameter, under which 
is a seated female figui-e, which the people 
know as Durgavati liaui, but which appears 
to be the goddess Durga, as she holds the 
usual bow and arrow. The stone is much ] 
inj ured below, but the figure of a lion, on 1 
which the goddess is seated, is faintly trace- | 
able. There is also a broken figure of Yishnu. | 
and a carved stone, 2 feet il inches long. 1 
y inches broad, and 6 inches thick, wiiich i 
looks like a piece of a dooi-jamb, or archi- 
trave, as there is a figure on it with bands of 
flowers. 

The mound is said to be the remains of a 
Chero llaja’s place. It has been dug up 
in all directions for bricks, which measure 
13 by 10 by 2 1 inches. The fields for half 


I’resent state of 
preservation. 


Whether restor.vtion 

IS DESIRABLE AKD 
POSSIBLE. 


Class, 


Remarks, 


Whether pho- 
togi aphs, 
p’ans, or draw- 
injis of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks. 


m 


No 


... No 


Vide also Archreo-j 
logical reports 

Yol. XYI. 



PATNA DlVISION-c. mlihue'}. 


195 



i 

District. 

Locniity. 

Name of ohy ct. 

Any local history or trjn'ition regsirding if. ! 

i 

Custody or 
j)r«sen» 

Present state t f 
ptesei vation. 

1 

WHRiHrR RFSTORATION 

IS dksirabi.h and 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tograpli®, 
plans, or dr:»w- 
ings (ff ihi* 
building 
exist. 

Remauks. 

1 



1 



1 

CiMSf?. ! Remnrk'j, 

■ I 

: i 



1.3;i ; Shahabad ... Sasseram ■* 



a mile round are strewn with broken 
bricks. Durgavati Eani is said to have ■ 
been the wife of one of the Chero Rajas. 
One day when she was seated under tlie 
Pakar tree, a Banjara came up to lier, ami 
tried to take off her bracelets and other 
ornaments. She prayed for assistance, and ; 
was at once turned info stone, with all her j 
ornaments. 


Tomb of Sher 
Shah. 


This tomb, which is still almost entire, stands 
in a large couit-j’ard, enclosed by a high 
wall of cut stone, in the eastern face of which 
is a large gate, a mosque facing the west. 

'1 he tomb consists of a large octagonal hall, 
surrrounded by an arcade of three Gothic \ 
arches, from which springs a second storey, aho j 
octagonal, and 2o feet high. It is situated | 
within an artificial tank. | 

The roof of each of the octagonal sides of i 
the verandah surrounding the dome pro- j 
per consists of three alcoves, each suppor- | 
ted by four Gothic arches, above wlih-h is a i 
level terrace forming the first storey about 35 1 j 
feet high : Gjfeet of this height is occupied ' 
by a very heavy balu.strade and parapet. ; 
The terrace is 15 feet wide, and has a small i 
cupola supported by six rude columns at each 
corner. The second stage consists of a plain , 
wall with a cornice, surmounted by a low 
parapet. On the top is a small terrace 9 feet 

10 inches wide, having at each corner a 
cupola similar to those below. Above the 
second stage the outside of the building rises 
perpendicularly, with a third stage of 16 sides, , 

11 feet high. There is a kind of false balus- 
trade, from which a nearly hemispherical 
dome arises. On its summit, again, is a small , 
cupola supported by four pillars. 

The interior of the building forms an octagon, i 
the sides of which are 54 feet at the base. Each [ 
inner side of the ualleiy is divided into three | 
others by an equal number of arches. lu the i 
central arch of each of the seven sides there is i 
a door. The most w'esterly side is inscribed ^ 
with sacred sentences, and in the centre wiih | 


Govern- ■ Repaired 
ment. i 


\n 


Alre.ndy 

paired. 


re- 


Yes ; and 
details in 
cour.-e of 
collection. 


The greater por- 
tion of work here 
has been already 
done, and draw- 
ings and photo- 
graphs now are 
all that is need- 
ed, wdth the ex- 
ception of re- 
pairs to the ap- 
proach. 'I'o im- 
prove this a 
bridge should be 
con structeil 
across the tank. 


I 

1 

\ 

I 
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District. 

Locality, 

Name of object. 

Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 

C« stody or 
present 

Present state of 
p e^e^vation. 

Whether eestoration 

IS desirable and 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Remarks. 

1 







Class. 

Remarks 






the name of Allah. The great hall ascends 
as an octagon for abont 27 feet, or as high as 
the terrace above the first stage on the outside, 
where there is a small rude cornice ; above this 
level each side of the octagon divides into two. 
and contains a window of stone fret-work. 
For about 25 feet the wall ascends with 1 6 
sides, which then subdivide into 32, for a 
height of 11 f et further, where the dome 
springs. The king’s tomb lies in the centre 
of the hall, with the right side turned towuids 
M ecca. 







134 

Shahabad ... 

Sasseram 

Tomb of Sher 
Shali’s father, 
Hasan Khan 

* * ... 

Govern- 

ment. 

In fair preserva- 
1 tion. 

id 

Yes, and very 
desirable. 

' 

Yea ... 

This tomb, built at 
about the same 
time as Sher 
Shah’s, is one of 
the finest in 
Bengal ; the pro- 
fuse stucco orua- 
meiitation which 
once adorned it 
is nearly gone. 
Mr. Beg ar most 
earnestly repre- 
sents that per- 
manent records 
of such as exist j 
be taken before 
they also go. Re- 
pairs to vai ions 
cracked domes, 
and ordinary re- 
pairs where need- 
ful, is all that 
is proposed The 
great dome 

should bo made 
water-tight. 

135 

Dit to . , 


Tomb of Alawal 
Khan near 
Sasseram. 

The legend about Alawal Khan’s tomb is that 
he, being the minister of public works 
entrusted by Sher Shah with the construction 

Un- 

known. 

In ruins 

iil 

No 

No 

This fine tomb 
was dismantled, 
it is stated, by 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Beuabes. 

Number, 




use* 

Class. 

Remarks. 


1 


i 

1 

i 

1 

i 

! 

1 

i 

1 

l 

1 

1 

i 

! 

! 

of his tomb, used his position unfairly by 
selecting and appropriating for his own 
tomb the finest stones and scidptures from 
those prepared for his master’s tomb. Sher 
Shah hearing this launched such an ob- 
scenely abusive anathema against all who 
should ever go to see this beautiful tomb of 
his minister, that to this day every inhabi- 
tant of Sasseram resents as an abuse any 
question put to him which implies his having 
paid or intended to pay a visit to that 
tomb. 



' 



one of the sub- 
divisio^ial officers 
of Sasseram. 

The act by 
whomsoever 
committed can 
only be charac- 
terised as barbar- 
ous ; what re- 
mains should be 
prevented from 
being carried off, 
and an order to 
that effect by the 
district officer 
would probably 
be sufficient. 

Trees that have 
rooted ought to 
be now and 
then uprooted. 

136 

Shahabad . . . 

Sasseram 

Selim Shah’s 
tomb. 

About half a mile to the north-west of Shere 
Shah’s tomb is situated the unfinished tomb 
of his nephew, Selim, also in an artificial 
tank. If completed it would have been on 
the same plan as the other tomb. What re- 
mains is an octagonal-shaped building, about 
10 or 15 feet high, with some of the arches 
turned. The banks of the tank have been 
thrown to a farther distance, ^and jslope gra- 
dually to the stairs. The island is about 10 
feet above the water, with a stair extending 
along the whole length. At each corner is an 
octagonal projection, connected with the 
island by a narrow passage. The niche for 
prayer is not so profusely carved as in Shere 
Shah’s tomb, and there are no inscriptions 
except the name of Allah in the centre. 



iia 

' 


No 

4 

! 

1 

; 

137 

Ditto 

Ditto 

jGupteswar cave 

'1 his sacred cave is situated in the centre of 
the plateau, about seven miles from Sher- 
gaih The entrance lies a little way up the 



ii6 


No 

i 

1 


Number. 
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PATNA DIVISION — continued. 


Distiict. 


Locality. 


Name of objeit. 


138 Shaliabad ... 


Fort RoLtas 


Ruins 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present 
use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whethfr restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Class. 


Bemarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
jplans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


hill, and is about 18 feet wide by 12 feet 
high. The sides and bottom of the interior 
are very uneven, with steep ascents and 
descents, while masses of rocks project irregu- 
larly from the sides. The first room extends 
almost due east from the mouth for about 
120 3 ’ards, with steep ascents at the end. 
The farther extremity is called patdlgangd, 
or the river of the pit ; but there is no river 
to be seen. About half way a branch leads 
off to the south-east, which, after running 
90 feet or so, rejoins the main gallery, A 
narrow passage again leads from this into 
the west end of a second gallery similar to 
the first and about 370 feet long. This latter, 
about 140 feet from its west end, is crossed 
at right angles by a similar gallery, the 
south arm of which is the largest, being 80 
yards long. It contains the chief object of 
worship. 

Fort Eohtas, or Rohtasgarh, is so called from 
the young prince Rohitaswa, son of Haris 
Chundra, of the Solar race whose image was 
worshipped on the spot till destroyed by 
Aurengzeb. In 1539 Shere Shah captured 
Rohtasgarh from the Hindus by treachery 
and began to strengthen the fortifications. 
Man Sing, on being appointed Viceroy of 
Bengal and Bihar, selected Rohtas as his 
stronghold, and is said to have erected all 
the buildings now existing about the year 
1954. 

The remains of the fortress now occupy the whole 
of the table land about ten miles in length 
from east to west and four from north to south, 
with a circumference of nearly 28 miles. 
Much of the area is bare rock, but there is 
a large quantity of red soil. There are 84 
paths up the rock accessible to men. Of the 
buildings which these fortifications were in- 
tended to defend but little remains which 
can be attributed to the Hindus. On the 
south-east corner of the plateau is an old 


Govern- Repaired 
ment. | 


iitr 


All the prin- 
cipal build- 
ings have 
been con- 
served al- 
ready. 


Y es, photo- 
graphs 
have been 
taken and 
plans, but 
sections 
and de- 
tails have 
not yet 
been 
taken 
though it 
is inten- 
ded to 
secure 
complete 
illustra- 
tions of 
its archi- 
tect u r e 
soon. 


. Beuarks. 


Nothing is needed 
to be done here ; 
it is only’neces- 
sary to keep the 
jungle down, 
not only in the 
palace, but, and 
even more espe- 
cially, in the 
west outer or 

Kathautiya 

gate, which is 
the finest speci- 
men of militap^ 
architecture iu 
Bengal. 
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Number. 

District. . 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present 
use. 

Present state of 
^’reservation. 

Whether restoration 

la DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Remaeks. 

Class. 

Remarks. 

^ 

139 

1 

Siiahabad . . . 

Baxar 

Fort 

temple of Eohitaswa, called Chauri, wliere 
his image was worshipped until destroyed by 
Aurengzeb. It is situated on a steep peak, 
commanding a magnificent view of the coun- 
try beyond the feon. A stair leads to the 
summit, the steps of which being entire can- 
not be much older than the time of Man 
Sing. Behind it is a small mosque ascribed 
to Aurengzeb. At the foot of the stair 
is a small but handsome temple, attri- 
buted to Man Sing. Within the gate at 
Kaj ghat it is believed there must have been 
a very large budding, which formed the 
private residence of the commander. In 
it are two temples ; one of them is exceed- 
ingly handsome, the other is small and 
dedicated to some I'irthankara of the Jains. 
There are also under-ground chambers, one of 
which, a large octagon, has been explored, 
the others yet need exploration. It is 
believed that they commimicate by means of 
fissures with a secret path leading down to 
the foot of the hill. 

The palace, or mahalserai, extends from north 
to south, and has its principal front to the 
west It is irregularly built, without any 
architectural pretensions. The most elegant 
part in the whole is the door— a large gothic 
arch with the figure of an elephant on each 
side. Inside is another arch of equal dimen- 
sions, leading to the King’s Palace, one of 
the best proportioned parts of the whole 
building. Its roof is plastered in the alcove 
form, with many small compartments, similar 
to the stone roof in Euglish cathedrals. The 
building where business was transacted is 
perhaps the most tastefully designed of all. 
It is called bara dwari, or 12 gates, and gives 
its name to the square in front. In front is 
an open hall supported by four double 
columns '1 he hall witliin the colonnade was 
occupied by clerks. 

Govern- 

ment. 

In ruins 

ia 

Yes 

No 

i 

i 

Kept in good 
order. Coins are 
found in the 
Ganges at low 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
huilding 
exist. 

. Kemabrs. 

Number. 


1 


use. 

Class. 

Remarks. 




! 

i 

1 






water and in 
several mounds. 
Some superb 

pieces of sculp- 
ture of the 4th 
century have 

been dug out and 
brouglit from 
the vicinity to 
Baxar by the 
Executive En- 
gineer ; it is 
bcheved they are 
now in the 

museum. 

140 

Shahatad ... 

Arrah ... 

Fort 


Govern- 

ment. 


ia 

Tes 

No 

This, which has 
become histori- 
cally famous for 
its brave defence 
during the mu- 
tiny, deserves to 
be permanently 
kept up. Mr. 
Beglar urges 

this on the notice 
of Government. 

141 

143 

1 

i 

Ditto 

Ditto 

i 

r 

1 

i 

Deo Markanda . . . 

Deo Bamarak ... 

: 

i 

Temples, "I 
monolith in- > 
scription. j 

i 

1 

1 

1 

^See Vol. XIX of the Reports of the Archaeolo- 
gical Survey. 

Un- 

kown. 

In ruius 

ib 

Tes 

Yes, but not 
correctly 
measured 
details or 
seetioBS. 
These are 
needed. 

There are some 
fine temples here_ 
close to the Dihri 
Arrah canal; 

they consist of 
temples, brick 
pillars and sculp- 
tures. Valu- 

able inscriptions 
have lately been 
obtained from 
here by General 
Cun ningh a m, 
the discoverer of 
these ruins. Mr. 
Beglar has not 
seen the place, 
but from the 



Number. 


District. 
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Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 



I Custody or 
present 
use. ' 


Present state of 
preservation. 


j 

I 

I 

i 

I 

t 


Whether restoration 

i 


1 

Cla'^s. 

S DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether plio- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw* 
ings of the 

Bemares. 

Rt'iiiarks. 

exist. 



photographs he 
has seen, he 
strongly recom- 
mends the con- 
servation of one 
temple, which is 
in fair order, 
and huilt much 
in the style of 
I the Buddha 
I (Java temple ; 

; they date to the 
; sixth century 
i or thereabouts. 


Cost of conservation 

I RSr 1,000. 

They are som6 of 
, the most im- 
i portant and his- 
* torically, archi- 
tecturally and 
I archseologically 
interesting 
: monuments, 
j They were built 
by Rajas appa- 
I rently, and 
! would therefore 
be State pro- 
j perty, but are 
: now, Mr. Beglar 
has reason to 
believe, claimed 
by Mr. Solano, 
a zemindar. If 
he claims them 
and the claim be 
I good, ho should 
be induced to 
repair and to ! 
keep in perma- 
nent repair these 
interesting mo- 
numents ; it is 
believed he has 
ample means to 
do so. 
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Nnme of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, ©r draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

. Eemarks. 

c 

o 

B 

p 

District. 

Locality. 

preseut 

user 

preservation. 

!!)LlSS. 

Eemarks. 

143 

Shahabad ... 

Cbayanpur 

Tomb 

It is said tbat this is the tomb of one of Sber 
Shab’s ministers and built in imitation of bis 
masters. 

TTn- 

known. 

Fair 

\ia 

Yes 

No 

This is said to be 
a fine tomb and 
in fair order. 

144 

I 

Ditto 

Shergarh 

Port and sub- 
terranean 
cavos and 

temples. 

This is one of tho hitherto unexplored places 
in Shahabad. 

j 

Do. ... 

In ruins 

iia 

Yes 

No 

Too little is known 
of this fort, 
which is said to 
have been built 
by Sber Shah. 
There are, Mr. 
Caspersz states, 
five pillars and 
s u b t e r r anean 
halls and cham- 
bers in tbe fort. 
Further excava- 
tion is essential, 
and some money 
may be judi- 
ciously spent 

in making 
drawings, plans, 
and taking pho- 
tographs of what 
is interesting. 
Mr. Beglar has 
not seen the 
place, and can- 
not give a guess 
what conserving 
the remains yet 
intact, and said 
by Mr. Caspersz 
to be in fairorder, 
would cost — 
Drawings and 

photographs, 

Bs. 100. 

145 

Ditto 

Balija 

Temple 

Tbis is one of tbe temples menfioned by Hwen 
Thsang in bis travels ; it stands close to [on 
tbe north side] tbe Ganges. It is a recent 
discovery by General Cunningham, and is not 
noticed in any book yet published. 


• • • 

i\a 

Yes 

No 
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District, 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody 
or present 
usc» 

Prcsenf. state of 

WerTHES RESTORATION 
IS DESIRABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
ohns, or draw 

RsKdRES. 

u 

o 

*5 

s 


preservation. 

Class 

Remarks. 

in^ of the 
building 
exist. 


Jessore 



* Some of the earliest traditions and some of 
tlie oldest ruins in this district are connected 
with the name of Khanja Ali, t who lived 
four centuries since. 

» 





* The account of 
the antiquities of 
Jessore is taken 
from Mr. West- 
land’s book on 
that district, 

pages 11 to 49. 







1 

1 

i 

1 




t The tradition is 
that EZhanja A.li, 
or, to use his full 
name, Khan Ja- 
han Ali, came to 
the district to re- 
claim and culti- 
vate the lands in 
the Sundeibans, 
which were at 
that time waste 
and covered with 
forest. He ob- 
tained from the 
Emperor or from 
the King of Gaur 
a jaghir of these 
lands, and in ac- 
cordance with it 
established him- 
self in them. 
The inscriptions 
on his tomb tell 
us only these 
facts about him, 
that he was a 
stranger in the 
land, and that he 
died in the Mu- 
hammadan year 
863. 

\ 1 

j 

Jessoro 

Bagerhat 

The ‘-Sath 

Griimbaz ” or 
sixty domes. 

This is the largest of Khanja All’s buildings, 
situated about three miles in a westerly direc- 
tion from Bagerhat, It presents to the east 


Except that the 
tops are dilapi- 
dated, the rest 

\a 

Tes 

No 

Detailed drawings 
and photographs 
desirable and 


Numlipr. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody 
or present 


Present state of 
preservation 


Whethee eestoeation 

IS DESIEABLE AND i Whether pbo- 
POSSIBLE. I tographs. 


Remarks. 


I tographs, 
iplans, or draw- 
ings of the 
hnilding 
exist. 


Bealaees. 


a face of massive brickwork, ending at 
both sides with circular towers. In the centre ! 
is a large doorway, and at each side of this I 
doorway, arranged at equal distances, are five i 
smaller ones : in all eleven doorways, all being 
of the pointed arch form. Above the door- 
ways, the face of the wall is a little deeper : 
than it is in the intervals, and the wall is 
dotted with circles by way of ornament. The i 
doorways lead to a large hall, 144 by 96 feet. : 
The pillars, of which there are 10 rows of six | 
each, divide the space into 11 aisles length- j 
wise and 7 aisles crosswise. The 11 doorways j 
are opposite the aisles. The central aisle, 
that which is entered by the large doorway 
mentioned above, is however closed at the 
western end by a wall of stone. This 
was the place of prayer, the people, of 
course, worshipping facing the west. On 
the north side of the central aisle are the 
remains of two small platforms of brick; 
(jne near the stone prayer niche, which i 
was for the worshippers, and one near the | 
doorway% the place where it is said Khanja : 
All sat to transact his business ; for this : 
large hull was both a place of business 
and a place of worship ; and even the altar 
served worldly purposes, for two holes are 
showm in it where Khanja Ali kept his boxes 
of money. 


of the masonry 
is in good order, 
and with mere 
surface repair 
would make a 
fine public 
building. The 
roof, however, is 
covered with a 
forest of jungle, 
which comple- 
tely hides its 
form. 


exploration need- 
ed. 


The roof is composed of 77 cupolas or domes 
(11 rows of seven), supported by arches on the 
pillars beneath. It is all very massive, but 
the pillars are nevertheless very thin, not 
more than 1 5 or 1 ^ feet square. The pillars 
w'ere apparently originally built of grey stone. 
Each pillar shows two or three of these grey 
stones placed one above the other, and cut 
quite smooth ; and about eight feet from the 
ground, where the arch springs which sup- 
ports the cupola above, there is a sort of 
capital. 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Anj local hisiory or tradiiioii regarding !t. 

Custody or 
pieseut u>>e 

Present state of 
preset vation. 

Whbtheb bestohation 

IS DE8IBABIB AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tograplii*, 
IplanS; or draw 
1 ings of the 

1 building 
exist. 

Bekibks. 

Class. 

Bemarks. 

2 

i 

1 

Jessore 

1 

Bagerhat ... 

Tomb of Khan- 
ja Ali. 

At the four corners of the building, four small 
towers rise a lit'le aUove the roof. Ihe two 
which are on the front are ascended by wind- 
ing staircases from the inside of the building, 
one of them being called the andhar kotha 
(dark building), and one, the roshan kotha 
(light building). 

The inside is kept clean by an old man, who 
gets a few pice from the pilgrims who travel 
to the place. During the meta, or fair, held 
every year in honor of Khauja Ali, it is 
used as a dwelling-id.ice by many hundreds 
of the visitors, who can find abundant 
accommodation within. 

There are traces of a large wall which once 
surrounded the whole building, and the 
enclosure within which it stands is even now 
6' tered by the ancient archway which formed 
part of this wall. 

'J'his tomb is situated within the quadrangle 
wliich conlains the whole of Khanja All's 
buildings. 'I’he structure appears square on 
the outside, but octagonal inside, and the 
roof of it is one large hemispherical dome 
with an ornamental pinnacle standing out 
at the top. Tlie dimensions of the building 
are 45 feet square (this being therefore the 
diameter of the dome), and it is 47 feet to 
the top of the dome. 

Khanja All’s tomb occupies the centre of the 
building, and it is marked by a tomb-stone, 
five or SIX feet long, having a rounded 
top, laid upon three steps. The stone is 
covered with Arabic inscriptions in relief, 
and the horizontal face of the two highest 
steps (which are also of stone) bear similar 
inscriptions. The lowest steps and the floor 
of the hall are laid with hexagonal encaustic 
tiles, but the floor is very much broken up. 




iii. 

i 

1 

! 

V 

1 

Yes 

i 

No 

Drawings and de- 
tails desiiable. 
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1 

Distiict 

1 

Locality. 1 

tH. ' 

s 


1 

3 

i 

1 

1 

y ’4 




Name of oljjecf. 


Any local history or tradition re^m-ding it. 


1 


WHETHEB EESTOBAIIOt 

‘ 

— 

1 


IS i>esii:abi,e akd 

Whether pho- 


^ i Custody or 

PicsL'iit stote tf 


POSSIBLE. 

tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 

Remakks. 

present nse. 

I’reservrttiou. 





Cla^s. 

Uomarlvs. 

building 

exist. 



4 Ditto 


•t Jessoro ... Bagerlmt 


* Ihe stone used in the construction of tlie tomb j 
is the same grev stone which is used in the 
pillars of the “ Sath Gumhaz."’ 'I here is no! 
such stone to he found in all the Gangetic ; 
delta, ami the tradition is that Khanja Ali : 
had it brought from Chittagong. But it is 
not clear whence the masons came who 
fashioned and engraved it. 


Fir All’s tomb 1 Immediately on the west side of the above 
mosque, aud outside it. there is another tomb, 
lying, like Khanja Ali’s, north and south, 
fashioned exactly similarly but bearing no 
inscriptions. It is a cenotaph, and can he 
entered by a door leading beneath the 
tombstone ; it is said that there were in- 
scriptions inside. This tomb is tliat of 
Muhammad Tahir, the dewan of Khanja Ali. 
He is known in Bengal by the name of Pir 
Ali, and was a Brahman who had adopted the 
Mussulman religion. His zeal for religion 
is celebrated to the present day% and he gives 
liis name to a certain sect of Hindus. 1 


^ Ditto 


Cook-house .. 


I The mosque and these two tombs are all that is'j 
j within the quadrangle, but just west of it, and i 
j within the outer enclosure, is another building ; 

similar in structure to the mosque, but 
j smaller in dimensions. It is said to have 
been used by Khanja Ali, when he dwelt 
! here, as his cook-house. 

The two fakirs, who are in charge of all these 
; buildings, claim descent from Khanja Ali, 

; though they cannot trace it. They have, 

! how’ever, rights in the place, as they 
! hold about bighas of lakhiraj land, 

' appropriated to the service of the place, under 
I a grant of very ancient date. The tomb is 
1 also a favourite place of pilgrimage for 
I devout Muhammadans, and people come from 
i a long distai.co to make iheir vows at Khanja 
! Ali’s shrine. 


ii* ; Yes 


All these build- 
ings aie in goi.d 
repair except 
the surface 
They are in 
charge of two 
fakir.<, who keep 
up the wor.-hip 
at the mosqu-s. 


m 


No 


Xo 


No 


Kxp’oration 

needed. 


Inscriptions should 
ho tent to the ! 
Goverument Epi j 
graphist : draw- | 
ings needed. 


Ditto. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of of'jcct. 


Any local liistory or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Jestore ... ilasjidkar 


A. tnosquo 


: riie buildings described, though the most com- 
plete, are by no means the only remains of 
Khauja Ali to be found in this place. For 
two or three miles round about the country is ' 
i full of luiiis of old mo.sques, some of them 1 
' similar in structure to the mosque of tlie i 
i tomb, some simpler. 'I'lie people who reside ‘ 
near them say that there are in all &60 ■ 
mosques and 360 tanks, and that they were | 
called by the names of Kuanja All’s leading j 
men — Hakhtiyar Khan, Ikhtiyar Khan, Alam j 
Khan, Saadut Khan, Ahmad Khan, Daria 
Khan, and so forth. 


When, in the e\tension of cultivation 
Sundarban fnrest, s(tme people weie 


into the j 
l ie iring | 
of the Kabadiik | 
about si.x miles south of | 
came upon an ancient ^ 
the river-bank, and they 


along the banks 


the jangal 
river, ai a point 
ChanJkhali, they 
mosque, close by 
called the village by the name of ‘ Ma>jidkar/ ! 
the digging out a mosque. j 

The building thus found proclaims at the first ' 
glance that it owes its o.igiu to the same , 
hand which built the ‘ Sath Gumbaz ’ The . 
jirinciple of structure is the sume, only , 
instead of a breauth of eleven domes and a i 
depth of seven, we have here a bretidth and 
depth of three domes only, or nine in all. | 

I 

There are the same massive walls, for they are ; 
about six feet thic;, a large central doorway 
is beneath the middle dome on each side, and 
two smidler doorways on each face, one on 
each side of the c utral one But the build- 
ing itself appears tc the eye so massive a 
structure that the doorways seem dwaifed out 
of all prujiortion to the size of the face. As 
in the * Sath Gumbaz,’ so here also, there are 
four towers at the four corners of the build- 
ing, but none of them appear to have stairs 
and the walls show in several places the 


Present state of 
preservation. 


WHErilKB EESrOKATION 
IS DE.SIHAELK AND 
PCSSIBLK. 


Class. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tograplis, 
plans, or draw 
ings of tlie 
building 
exi,t. 


Reaiabes. 


The building is 
clean iu the 
inside, and is 
all in very good 
order. Tlie tops 
of the coi uer 
towers have fal- 
len away, but 
the rest of the 
masonry looks 
as it it would 
staud for ages. 
The roof, too, 
is kept clean, 
no jungle be- 
ing allowed to 
grow, except a 
little grass, 
aud thus we see 
not only the 
forms of the 
nine domes, but 
the tracery work 
along the ujiper 
edge of the four 
faces. I 


u!> 


Yes 


So ... [ Detail drawings 
I and photographs' 
j very desirable. ' 
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Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local liistory or tradition regarding it. 


( Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


WhETHEB EESrOBiTIOK 

IS DLSIKABLE AND 


PO&SIBLB. 

\ 

Class. 

Remarks. 


Whether 
photographs, 
)lan8, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remasks. 


same little circlets traced on the face of the 
brick which are used to oruameut the larger 
structtire near Bagher Ilat. 

Inside we find, of course, only four pillars sup- 
porting the roof, one at each of the four inte- 
rior depending cusps of tlie arches wliich 
support the nine domes. The west, or rather 
tlie north-west, side has no doorways lise the 
other three sides; but looting from the inside 
we find, at the places where the doorwars 
should he, thi ee mehrabs, or niches, the places 
towards which prayer was made. As in most 
of these ancient buildings, the middle part of 
each face stands higher than the sides. The 
pillars are made of stone, though they do not 
rise with that regularity with which the pillars i 
of the ‘ Sath Grnmbaz ’ are arranged. Most of ; 
tlie stones are of the same kind of grey stone | 
as were used in the ‘ 8ath Gumhaz,’ but there 
are one or two of a redder colour, and one or 
two speckled stones among them. 


6 


Jessore 


Amadi 


Tomb 


I 

1 

1 


l.fitto 


8 


Ditto 


Barra Bazar, 10 
miles south of 
Jessore. 


Knins 


Jessore 


Tomlis 

dargas. 


Bess than a mile down the stream (Kabadak), | 
and on the same side of it, is the village of I 
Amadi, where there are other relics of Khanja | 
Ali. Close on the river-bank are two tombs | 
placed lengthways, north and soutli ; they are i 
said to be the tombs of Bara Khan and Fatah 
Khan, father and son, fol'owers of Khanja i 
Ali The tombs are no doubt ancient, hut , 
at first sight they would not seem to he ! 
more than -iOO years old. j 

! 

i 

Here are some ruins, which are not of any 
importance. 


or ! Shrines of two pirt or Mussulman sages, Gharih ; 
Shah and Baliri ra Shah, companions of | 
Khanja Ali. It is said that wdien Khanja 1 
Ali was coming this way he sent them abroad j 
to prrpare food for him at Jessore ; when he ! 


The northern 
tomb is now fall- 
ing into the I 
river. | 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 


111 


No 


No 


Before it quite 
falls into the 
river drawings 
should he secured. 


I 


iii 


No 


No 


iiS 


No 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name o£ object. 


Any local bistory or tradition regai-ding it. 


J essore 


Ditto 


Muhammadpur 


Ditto 


Quadrangular 

fort. 


oame up it was not ready, and he therefore 
left them behind ; they remaining back, 
erected shrines, and as they were, like Khanja 
Ali, men of great piety and divine power, 
people resorted to them, and even now resort 
to their shrines, to make their vows and make 
known their wishes. 

The following objects relate to the ruins at 
Muhammadpur, where Raja Sitaram Ray, 
zemindar of Bhusna, established his capital 
in A.D. 1700. 'J'he place was so named 
after Muhammad Khan, an old fakir, who had 
established himself there, and who was per- 
suaded to leave the place on condition of its 
being named after him. 

There is a large quadrangle, which encloses 
most of his (the Raja’s) buildings, within 
which he kept his soldiers, and within which 
was his own house. It measures more than 
half a mile in each direction, and is sur- 
rounded on each side by an excavated ditch, 
the earth of which thrown inwards is used 
to raise the level of the quadrangle, and 
specially of the edges of it, leaving as it were | 
a ramp round it. 'I he ditch on the eastern ' 
and northern sides has gradually filled in, 
principally through the influence of the river, 
but that on the western side is still full of > 
water. On the southern side, the ditch is of ■ 
much more ample dimensions than on any 
other side. It forms a fine sheet of water, ' 
a mile long, looking almost like a river. By , 
the earth obtained from these excavations, i 
and by that obtained from tanks, within its ^ 
area, the level of almost the whole quadrangle , 
has been considerably raised, a work which 
in itself represents an enormous amount of 
labour. 

The chief entrance to within the quadrangle is 
at the south-east corner. From here is seen 
towards the north the high and broad i 
ramp upon which stood the bazar, and at the , 
southern end of which is the more meagre I 
bazar of the present day. On the west is the i 
river-like sheet of water above referred to. 
On the sotith, just outside the boundary of ’ 


Custody 
or pres^^nt 
use. 


Prespiifc stnte of 
preaervtition. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether 
photographs, 
plans, or draw 
ing> of the 
building 
exist. 

RbUABKS. 

Cl.ISS 

Remaiks. 

1 

iii 

. 

o 

>7 

No ... 

Survey and explo- 
ration desirable. 
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District. 
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Name of object. 


10 


11 


12 


J essoro 


Ditto 


Muhammad pur 


Ditto 


Ditto 


13 


Ditto 


Ditto 


K a n u u ^ 
Kaohai i. 


Temple of 
Eamchandra. 


DolMandir ... 


Ditto 


Zemindari 

buildings. 


Any local history or tiadition regarding it. 


the quadraugle, is Sitaram’s great tank, the 
Jiamsagar, aod a quarter of a mile to the 
west of this is another tank called the Suk 
Sagar, or the lake of pleasure. 

At the comer of the road which leads off from 
near the middle of the eastern ramp into the 
middle of the quadrangle where Sitaram’s 
buildings are almost all aggregated, are the 
ruins of a hriek-built house, which is said to 
have been the old Kanuugo kaohari attached 
to the zemindai'i. 

It was erected about the year 1800 by the 
Nator Eaja, whose family obtained the 
zemindari after it had passed out of Sitarara’s 
hands. It is a two-storied building, the 
upper storey being smaller in extent than the 
lower, and each storey having an arched veran- 
dah in front. The building contains nothing 
remarkable. It was endowed wdth certain 
rent-free lands, which included the jalkar of 
the liamsagar, hut its endowments were 
resumed by Grovernment The service is still 
carried on from the profits of these lands, and 
is managed by the same person w'ho looks 
after the services in Sitaram’s old temple. 

The building just described is on the south of 
the road, and on the north side, in front of 
it, is an open space, in which is the “Dol 
Mandir,” where the swinging festival at the 
full moon of Phalgun (the Dol Jattra) is 
held. This is a building of Sitaram’s time. 
The form of the building is that of a magni- 
fied seutry-hox, a pointed arched roof, sup- 
ported upon four columns placed square; 
these again elevated upon a pedestal of three 
tiers. 

Next are two buildings, the ‘ Punnya Ghar ’ on 
the north and the kachari of pergimnah Naldi 
on the south. '1 hese do not date from Sitaram’s 
time, being buildings which belonged to the 
zemindari of pergunnah Naldi, when its 
collections w'ere made here, as they were up 
till 30 years since. 


Custody 
or present 
use. 


Present st:ite of 
preservutiun. 


Whether bestobation 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Clas^. 


I The building is 
still in good 
order. 


Ill 


Remarks. 


No 


ih i No 


The building is 
still in good 
order. The 
plaster work 
being ocoa.sion- 
ally repaired. 


In 


rums 


Whether 


photographs, 
plan*, or di aw- 
iiigs of the 

Eemabks. 

building 


exist. 


No 


No 



iii i No 


111 


No 


No 


No 


Mr. Westland 
calls it the Dhol 
Mandir, i.e., the 
place where 
d/iols or drums, 
are heat during 
the festival. 
This is evident- 
ly a mistake. 
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Any local history or tv xlifcion regarding it. 

Cnslndy nr 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 

Reuabes, 

5 

District. 

Keseiit use. 

preservation. 

Class. 

Remarks. 

ings of the 
building 
exist. 

14 

Jessore 

ilutammadpur. . . 

Sitaram’s ka- 
cliari and jail. 

The nest building is one which extends some 
little distance to the north of the road refer- 
red to. The part of it nearest tlie road was 
the kachari, where Sitaram made his collec- 
tions and kept his zemindar! accounts. 'I'he 
long extension northward was his jail, the 
place where he used to confine, “ during 
pleasure,” those ryots who did not, or could 
not, pay up the demands on tliem. 

•••••• 

Of the kachari 
(the chfiJila, as 
it is called, sig- 
nifying a ka- 
ehari for a circle 
of pergnnnahs) 
the walls are 
still stan ding, hut 
of the jail it is 
possible only to 
trace the line. 

iii 

No 

No 


15 

Ditto 

Ditto 

The treasure 
lank. 

Along the western side of this kachari and 
jail extends a tank, at the further side of 
which are the ruins of Sitaram’s own house. 
The tank runs up close ’to the house, and a 
wall, the foundations of which are still easily 
traceable, ran round the tank on the east and 
north sides, enclosing it so as to be within 
Sitaram’s private enclosure. This tank was 
used as a treasure-room. The wealth that 
Sitaram accumulated was thrown in here 
until it was wanted. It is said that great 
wealth even now remains buried at the 
bottom of the tank beneath the grassy jungle 
which now fills it. 

» • • • • » 


iii 

No 

No 


]0 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Siraram’s house 

Sitaram’s own house is unapproachable for the 
density of the jungle, which has been allowed 
to spread over almost the whole quadrangle. 



iii 

No ... 

No, 


17 

Ditto 

Ditto 

The Lion Gate 

The road immediately after passing in front 
of the chakla kachari passes under the 
‘ lion Gate ’ (Singh Darwaza), which admith d 
to Sitaram’s private buildings. 


This gate was 
once a large 
structure, hut 
now only the 
arch of it re- 
1 mains. The top 

1 of the arch is in 
j the shape of one 

1 half of a dome, 
the hollow side 
facing outwards. 

iii 

No 

Xo 


18 

1 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Puiinya Ghar 

Adjoining the gate on the north, and therefore 
close to the Kachari house, in tlie ‘ Punnya 
Gliar,’ that is, the place where the first collec- 
tions of the year were made, a half religious 
ceremony is performed about Ashadha (J une- 
July) in each year at the principal collecting 
places of the zemindari. 

i 

'ihis ‘ Punnya 

Ghar ’ is now 
nothing hut a 
mass of jungle 
and bricks. 

iii 

No 

) 

1 

No 
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19 


Jessoro 


20 


21 


Muliammadpur i Treasure-room 


Ditto ... I Diito 


Ditto 


Ditto 


5iva Maiidir .. 


Temple of Kali 


Any local h’stoiy or tradition rog'rding it. 


Custody or 
jireseut use. 


present stnce of 
pieservution. 


Whether restoration 

IS DESIR.^BLE AND 


POSSIBLE. 

! 

Class. 

Reraaiks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draW' 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Remarks 


The ‘ Lion Gate ’ leads to a little court-j-ard, 
■with three buildings, one on each side, not 
much larger than ordinary native huts, hut 
built of bricks. That facing the gate is the 
malkhana. or treasure-room of ISitaram, and 
that on the left side is the guard-house. These 
t'wo buildings were used for these purposes by 
the Rajas of Nattor, wRea after Sitaram’s 
time they obtained the zemindari. When, 
ho'wever, their zemindari of Naldi was sold 
up (about 1800) the purchasers forcibly 
expelled the Nattor people from these houses, 
and the}^ obliged to erect a treasure-room for 
themselves, built the little one on the right- 
hand side. 

Just south of the treasure-house there is a small 
gate'\vay coming do'wm from Sitaram’s time, 
■which leads to a small court-yard at the hack 
of the treasure-house. The building facing 
the gateway on the 'W'est is a common Siva 
Maudir (place of worship of Siva) erected by 
the Nattor Rajas. It is much in the shape 
of a native hut with its bent roof and veran- 


dali in 
arches. 


front, opening out'ward by three 


On the north, on the bank of the treasure-tank, 
there is the Temple of Kali, the smallest and 
tlie oldest of Sitaram’s three temples. In 
shape it resembles the ne’wer structure just | 
described — a masonry erection in the shape j 
and size of a native hut, ’with a verandah in 
front. The deity worshipped here is a small 
idol, and is called Dasahhuja, ‘ the ten-ai-med,’ 
an epithet of the goddess Kali. Tlie temple 
once bore an inscription, -wliich has either 
been stolen, or, more likely, lies among the 
debris of the broken arches. The inscrip- 
tion, ■which was in Sanskrit, ran thus: — 

Mahahhnja, ra,sa, kshauni, Sake Dasahhnj 
alayam. 

Akara Sri Sitarama rayena Mandiram. 

‘‘ In the pear of the era called Sak, earth-arms — 
tastes-e arth, this temple, the abode of Dasa- 
bhuja, was built by Sitarama Raya. ” 


All three rooms 
are now in ruins. 


The plaster over 
the briek-woikis 
sculptured, but 
much of it has 
fallen off. 


Ill 


No 


111 


No 


No 


No 


The arches open- ! iii No 
ing out of the ! , 

Verandah have | j 

fallendown, and i i 

an attempt has 
been made to 
repair it by 
masonry of the 
most clumsy and 
unstable style. 


No 
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92 


2-3 


Jessoro 


Ditto 


Muliammadpur... j Tosliakliana 


Ditto 


Temple of 
Lakshmi Na- 
rayan. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody nr 
pr. sent use. 


Present st.ite of 
prcseivalioii. 


WHErHHE EESTOEiiTION 
IS DESIltsBLE AND 
EOoSIBLE. 


Class, 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
’plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


ReicaBES. 


The date here requires some explanation. The 
Sak era commenced in 78 A. D. The date 
is given in a sort of enigmatical manner, by 
the wi'rds earth-arms, tastes-earth, and the 
plan of their enigma is thus explained : — 

“ Earth ” stands for owe, for there is only one 
earth. 

“Arms” means iwo, for every one has two 
arms. 

“ Tastes. — ’’Hindus enumerate m'x tastes : they 
are pungent, sour, saline, bitter, acid and 
sweet. 

“ Earth,” as above, represents one. 

The date is therefore 1 and 2 and 6 and 
1 ; or as we write it, with the Largest deno- 
mination first, Ifiiil. This year began in 
April 1699. 

Close to the Siva Mandir : on the west, there 
is another courtyard, the west aud south 
sides of which are closed by the ‘ To-ha- 
khaiia,’ a long shed, fronted with arche.'i, in 
wiiich in Sitaram’s time all the vessels were 
kept which had anything to do with the 
temple service, and probably profane vessels 
also. 

This court is separated from the treasure tank 
by the temple of Lakshmi Narayan. It is 
an octagonal structure with two storeys, hav- 
ing a flat roof, and has no pretensions to 
architectural form or beauty. In the upper 
store}', tlie god reposes at night, and for the 
day he is brought down to the lower storey, 
where he remains upon a couch. lu front 
of him. and upon tlie same couch, are two 
little idols, three or four inches high, Govind 
and Lakshmi, who are probably his atten- 
dants. 

It is agreed by everybody that Lakshmi 
Narayan (which is very like an ordinary 
round shaped stone) was found by Sitaram 
under ground. 

There was a dedicatory stone upon this tem- 
ple, which has been either stolen or lost. 
The inscription on it as furnished by the 
Superintendent of the Temples, ran thus : 


In ruins 


iii No 


No 


iii i No 


No 
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Any l>cal history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 1 
[present use.! 


Present state of 
nreservation. 


WnETHER EESTOBATION 
IS DESIEABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


24 Jessore ... Muliammadpur... Temp’e 

Kriilina. 


LaksTimi, Narajana, Sityai Tark, Akshi, Rasa, 
Bhu, Sake, Nirmitan-pitri, punya, artham 
Sitaramena Afandiram. 

“ For Ike abode of LaksbmlNarayanintbeyear 
I of Sak, logie-eye-taste-eartli, this temple 
i "was built by t'ita’am for the sake of the 
I beatdude of bis father.” The date is thus 
' read. 

I ■“ Logie.” — There are six systems of logic, 
i “ Eye.” — Eyes alwaj’s go by i/cos. 
j •“ Taste.” — As explained above there are six 
i tastes. 

“ Earth.” — As shown above stands for one. 
Reading this with the last figure, the thousands 
first as we do in English, we have the 
! date 1626 of the Sak era, which com- 
1 menced in April 1704. 

of Beyond the limits of the quadrangle in the 
forest lies the village Kanhayanagar. Buried 
amid its trees and houses is a square of tem- 
ples built by Sitaram, one of them, the temple 
of Krishna, being the finest building of the 
sort in the district. This building is on the 
west side of the square, and therefore fronting 
east. It is a square building, with a tower, 
surmounted by a painted dome, rising out of 
the middle of it. This tower is as high 
again as the building, and is composed merely 
of the cupola and the painted arches which 
suiipoit it. The front of the temple shows a 
face gradually rising from the sides to the 
middle, and flanked by two towers which rise 
rather higher than the roof. The towers to 
the front present a face showing three arches 
of the pointed form, one above the other, 
supporting a pointed dome. 

The top of the front face is, as already stated, 
in the form of the arc of a circle, higher in 
the middle than at the sides. Beneath the 
top line, and paralltd with it, two Kinds of 
ornamented tracery are carried across the 
face, and between them a series of little ^ 
sculptured squares, about 20 in all. The, 
top line is also itself ornamented, and, with i 
the two hands noticed, occupies about a ' 


The whole temple 
is raised on a 
perlestal, whose 
floor is some 
three feet above 
report on the 
soil ; and tem- 
ple, pedestal 
and all are still 
in very good 
order, though 
signs of decay 
are showing 
themselves. 


D r a wing Photographs and 
given in drawings of the 

West- tracery and 

land’s ornamuta t i o n 

J e s sore desirable. 

ride page 
34. 
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Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
prc'ervaiion. 


WnETHER EESTORATION 
IS DESIEaBLE and 
POSSIBLE. 


Cla«s. 


Eemarks. 


Wlietlier plio- 
tograpli«, 
plans, or diaw- 
ings of the 
building 

exist. 



Remieks. 


quarter of the height of the front. Beneath 
these the face is divided into five equally 
broad portions. The two outer parts contain 
each three perpendicular hands of ornamental 
tracery with two lines of little sculptured 
squares between them, fi’he other three 
parts contain doorways, of which the centre 
one is higher than the other two. In out- 
line they are of the pointed-arch form, but 
instead of having their sides simple lines, 
they are waved, so as to he a succession of ; 
semi-circles. Above each of the doorways is | 
a large square of equal breadth with the i 
doorway, containing a device which at first \ 
sight looks remarkably like the “ lion and ' 
unicorn fighting for the crown.” It is, how- j 
ever, intended to represent two lions support- ! 
ing a chalice. The spaces between the sides j 
of the arches and the squares above the door- 
ways ere also ornamented. 

The whole face of the building, therefore, and 
partly also of the towers, is one mass of 
tracery and figured ornament, 'i he sculptur- 
ed squares, above referred to, of w'hich there 
must he about fifty on this front face, repre- ■ 
sent each an episode in Krishna’s life. The ' 
figures in them, as well as all the rest of the j 
ornament, are done in relief on the brickwork | 
of the building, the bricks being sculptured , 
either before or after hurniDg. The figures are 
very well done, and the tracery is all perfectly 
regular, having none of the slipshod style 
which too often characterizes native art in 
these districts. 

The sides of the building present much the same 
appearance as the front ; but, instead of three 
doorways and two spaces, they have five door- 
ways : within the doorways, both in front and 
and at the sides, is a verandah, and the entrance 
to the temple is from this verandah, the image 
of Krishna being inside. 

On the top of the lowest arch of the tower a 
small round stone, twelve or eighteen inches 
in diameter, is let into the face of the brick- 
work. It bears a dedicatory inscription 
written in the Sanskrit language with Bengali , 


Number. 
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PRESIDENCY DIVISION— 


Locality, 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Present state of 
preservation. 


Whetheb bestoeatiob 

IS DESIEAME AND 
POSSIBLE. 


Eemarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


Bemabes. 


letters, tvhieli, though fairly formed, ai'esorae- : 
■what huddled together and are not very easily 
read. The inscription, which is written in , 
four lines of Prahriti metre, is as follo'ws: — | 
liana, dwendre, anga ckandre pariganita sake 
Krishna, tosh, abhilashi — Srimad, viswasa, 
hhash, udbhaba, Kula, kamale, bhasaka 
Bhauntul yah — A jasram Sauda, yukte ruchira, ^ 
ruchi. Hare Krishna, geham viehitram-Sri. j 
Sitarama Kayo jadupati nagare bhakitman, | 
utsasarjja. I 

In the year of Sak, counted by arro'w-pair- ! 
limb-moon, desirous of gratifying Kri^hna, 
Sitarama Raya, who is like a resplendent sun 
on the lotus of the family, to which attaches ' 
the great name of Bisw'as (that is, 'who easts a 
lustre on the great Biswas family, to w’hich ^ 
Sitaram belonged, as the sun casts a lustre on ' 
the lotus), erected in his devotion this 
splendid house of Krishna, -within Jadupati- 
nagar, a city filled with innumerable man- | 
sions, and so beautiful (that it) deprives of | 
I teautv that which is beautiful.” j 

; Jadupati and Kanhaya are both synonyms for j 
I Krishna. Jadw/ifl’/dmpffr is accordingly made, | 
for metrical reasons, to do service for Kan- 
hayanagar, the name of the village within | 
which this temple is situated. Sitaram ' 
apparently considered that the many build- 
ings which he had erected -within his quad- 
rangle were within the limits of the village ' 
Kanhayanagar. and therefore refers to the 
village as “ filled with innumerable man- 
sions.” 

The date remains to he explained : — 

“ Arrow ” refers to the five arrows of Cupid. 

“ Pair ” of course stands for two. 

“ Limb.” — The Hindu enumerates stir limbs. 


‘‘ Moon.” — Of course there is only one moon. 

The year therefore is 1C25 Sak, which began 
in April 1703. 


K umber. 
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District. 


Name of object. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Whetheb bestoeation 

IS DESIRABLE 
POSSIBLE, 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


K umber. 

Locality. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

preservation. 

1 

Class. 

Bern arks. 

25 

Jessore ... 

Muhammadpur. . . 

Temple of 

Balaram. 

The building which looks into the same square, 
facing southward, is a temple of Balaram. 
It has no architectural pretensions, being in 
the shape of two native huts placed along 
each other, the front one being a verandah 
opening in front with three arches, and the 
one further back being the abode of Balaram. 



iii 

No 

No 

j 

26 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Third temple... 

The building on the east side of the square, 
and facing west, is a much finer one than the 
last, though not nearly so good as the temple 
of Krishna. Its frontage shows three doors, 
the centre one being higher than the other 
two, and all being of the pointed arch shape. 
They are each surmounted by a square 
containing, in relief, the same deviee which 
is seen in the finest structure, namely, two 
lions and a cup. The top of this building 
is in three domes, aU of the pointed form and 
finished off with pinnacles, and the central 
dome is higher than the two-side ones, it is 
both higher in position (as the frontage of 
the building rises towards the centre' ,and it is 
larger in form. Between the doors and across 
the top of the face there is a good deal of tra- 
cery work executed in relief in the brickwork. 



iii 

No 

No 


27 



Ditto 

Ditto 

Fourth build- 
ing. 

An octagonal building closes the square on the 
south. It was the place for k^-eping the 
vessels which belonged to the service of the 
idols. It is said there were very fine 
vessels once upon a time, but some one of the 
zemindars, who had control over them, 
considered he could make them more useful in 
his own service, and stole them away. 


The three-domed 
temple is almost 
torn asunder 

by the luxuri- 
ant pipal-trees 
that have taken 
root in it, but 
the rest of the 
buildings built 
by Sitaram, 

though they 

suffer a little 
from this cause, 
are still in fair 
order. Their 

fall, however, is 
a mere matter of 
two or three de- 
cades. Disinteg- 
ration is going 
on, however 

slowly. 

ili 

No 

1 

No 
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PRESIDENCY DIVISION— cowfeHMei. 


Pistiiet. 


Loc-ality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLR AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 

Eemaeks. 

prestnt use. 

preservation. 

Cluss. 

Eemarks. 

jugs of the 
building 
e.v’st. 


Tlie following relate to tlie ruins at Mirzana- 
gar (Trimohini), A. D. 1700 ; — 


28 


T essore 


20 


Ditto 


Mirzanagar 


1 


I 


Ditto 


i The Nawahbari 


The remains of this old building lie half a 
mile from Trimohini, along the road which 
now connects that place with Kesabpur. 

The building is composed of two square court- 
yards separated by a high wall, and on the 
north of the northern one and on the south 
of the southern one there are similar high 
walls. On the eastern side of both the 
squares is a double row of little arched dwell- 
inns, which seem rather to be built in the 
inside .of a massiye wall than to be con- 
structed M’ith reference to convenience of 
dwelling. These were apparently the re- 
tainers’ houses, and the only entrance to the 
court-yards is through them. 


j On the northern side of the nortliern square 
j is a three-domed structure, which was the 
j residence proper. The masonry is dilapi- 
I dated, but the domed-roof still remains. In 
front of this, and withiu the court-yard, is 
[ a large masonry reservoir which is said to 
have been a bath. The winter was brought 
I in by being pumped over the top of what 
have been termed the retainers’ houses, and 
could be discharged by a subterranean 
channel. The source of the water was the 
jiver Bhadra, which, though now closed, was, 
at the time when these buildings were occu- 
pied, a flowing river, and flowed close 
beside. 


The fort 


The southern court-yard shows only a few ! 
Mussulman tombs, and there are some tombs ' 
outside the building also. 

About a mile due south of this is what is called j 
the KilLibari or ‘‘ fort.” It is a large area ' 
raised seme eight or ten feet by earth exca- | 


Still in a snfRoi- 
ently good state 
of preservation. 


No 


No 


No 




Number. 


PRESIDENCY DIVISION-: 


District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or j 
present use. 


vated in all probability from a Ion" and wide 
trench called the Motijhil, which bounds it 
on the south. 'Ihis raised area was at one 
time, it is said, surrounded by a wall, but of 
that no traces now remain. Its length is 
east and west, and the principal entrance to 
it was upon the east. 


' The entrance appears to have been fortified, 
i for til ere used to be three cannons lying here, 
; one of which is still lying in a field close by. 


I 30 Jessore . . . Mirzanagar 


Prison 

wells. 


Close outside the entrance is a low range of 
brick-built dark chambers, said to have been 
the prison-house. Two of the chambers 
have small wells in them, and on the outside 
of the building there is a large and deep well. 
Into these, it is said, malefactors were cast, 
and the inside was smoothly plastered over, 
so that there might be no chance of the vic- 
tims climbing up. 


31 Ditto 


Imambara . . . ! Close to the Trimohlni bazar is the Imambara 
or “ praying place.” It is doubtful if it 
was ever a roofed structure. The simplest 
form of Imambara is a wall, usually of a ■ 
certain ornamental structure, before which 
Mussulmans stand facing w'estward to make 
their prayers. 


This Imambara was probably a w'all of that 
sort, and possibly had a platform upon which 
the worshippers might stand. There is not 
any trace of anything more than this, and 
the wall itself is in a tumble-down condition, j 
The whole is raised on the top of an artifi- i 
cial mound. ; 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local bistory or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present 
use. 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

\ 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
jlans, or draw- 

Behabks, 

1 

preservation. 

( 

’lass. 

Kemarks. 

ings of the 
building 
exist. 

82 

Murshidabad 

MursliidaLad ... j 

Graveyard of 

S e r a j - u d- 
Dowla and 
his family. 

Mausoleum of Seraj-ud-dowla and bis family 
at Khusbbagb, on the right bank of the Bba- 
girathi, about two miles south of Murshid- 
abad. The matisoleum of Aliverdi Khan 
is at Roshanbagh, which Is almost opposite the 
palace at Moorshedabad. The KWshbagh 
mausoleum consists of a series of buildings 
situated within a large enclosure; that at 
Roshaubagli is on a smaller scale. Neither 
of them is of any architectural merit. 


■ 


Preservation is 
desirable. 

No 

Photographs de- 
sirable. 

33 

34 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

M akhara of 

]\I u r s h i d 
Kuli Khan, 
the founder 
of Muishida- 
bad. 

Ruins of a build- 
ing at village 
Ekana. 

There is an interesting building at Kathra, 
near the city of Murshidabad, the Makbara 
of Murshid Kuli Khan. In its early days 
it must have been a fine building of good 
proportions. 


This building, 
which is supposed 
to be looked after 
by the Nawab 
Nazim, is gra- 
dually decaying, 
and the expense 
of restoring it, 
or even of pre- 
venting further 
decay, would be 
considerable. 

ia. 

Yes 

' No 

j 

Gr oun d 
plan, sec- 
tion and 
elevation 
are in the 
Chief 
Engi- 
n e e r ’s 
ofiice. 

No 

Photographs de- 
sirable. 







35 

Ditto 

J angipitr sub- 

division. 

An old mosque 
at Ivhagra. 

There Is a fine old mosque at the village of 
Khagra, in the Jangipur sub-division, which 
is supposed to be looked after by the villa- 
gers. 




ib. 

1 No 

No 


36 

Ditto 

Khagra 

1 Tomb 

The tomb of the first wife of Warren Hastings. 


1 

’ ia. 

Yes 

1 

No 


37 

Nadiya ... 

Chogdah ... 

Temple 

This is a temple of fair proportions orna- 
mented by cut and moulded brickwork ; it is 
a fine and easily accessible specimen of Hindu 
architecture of the lOth century, so far as 
can be guessed, and well deserving of preser- 
vation : the owners are too poor to repair it ; 
and as it is not used for worship now, and 
has been abandoned for years, there is no 
objection to Government exercising full 
control over it so long as the legal right of 
the owners to the land is not interfered with. 



ib. 

Yes 

1 

i 

1 

1 • 

1 

No 

Drawings in detail 
very desirable. 
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District. 


Locality. 


Name of object. 


Any local history or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
present use. 


Pres'^nt sta^e of 
preseivation. 


Whether restoration 

IS UESIUABLE AND 
POSSIBLE.^ 


iC’a'S. 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tograplK, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
buildings 
exist. 


Remarks. 


as 


39 


40 


24-Per g u n- 
nahs. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Sagar Island, 
Diamond Har- 
bour. 


Ditto 


A temple 


Temple of Ka- 
pila Muni. 


Diamond Harbour! Tartar Deul 


A large Hindu temple on the west bank of the 
Hughly, about midway between the north 
and south limits of the island. No local 
tradition survives, however, and no informa- 
tion can be obtained regarding this building. 

I'he ruins of a temple dedicated to the famous 
sage Kapila. They are situated on the 
south-east corner of one of the minor islands 
into which Sagar island is divided by creeks 
and rivers, and on which stands also the Gov- 
ernment light-house. There is no satisfac- 
tory account of the age of the temple, hut i 
its founder must have taken great pains to 
secure its preservation. The outer works 
were either of stone or bricks faced with large 
slabs of stone about two feet long, from 12 
to 14 inches broad, and about the same depth. 

A Hindu temple four miles almost due east 
of the tanks called Eaidighi and Kankan- 
dighi, which are four to five miles south of 
the present limits of pergunnah Khari. 
This is one of the most interesting of the 
ruins yet discovered in the Suiidarhans. It 
is known by the name of “ Tartar Deul,” and 
was probably dedicated to Mahadev or Siva, 
who also goes hy the name of Tatadhari. 
The temple is buiit on a patch of high ground 
about two-thirds of an acre in area, hut the 
edifice itself occupies much less space. On 
a rectangular building a single column rises 
to a height at present of about 60 feet ; but a- 
the top is broken, it is impossible to say what 
the original height was. I'he bricks art- 
carved and well put together. They are oi 
the same size and mould as those found near 
Ivankaiidighi, and probably the ruins near 
this tank and Tartar Deul were contemporary 
buildings. On the noith of the temple there 
is a building under giound, and the local 
tradition is that this is the Bhdgmandir, 
where the food dedicated to Hindu divinity 
was cooked. 


In a tolerable 
state of preser- 
vation. 


Of the temple no- j 
thing now re- j 
mains, hiifc a i 
debris of bricks 
and stone, wash- 
ed hy the waves 
of tue sea. 


The walls of the 
building which ! 
support tlie CO- | 
lumu are about j 
nine feet in j 
thickness ; the ! 
masonry work ' 
inside and the 
arch over the 
entrance are well 
preserved. 


iid 


No 


111 


No 


la 


No 


N( 


I es 


No 


Exploration and 
plans desirable. 


Plmtograplis and 
drawings desir- 
able. 
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PRESIDENCY DIVISION— con 


District. 


Locality. 







Whether eestoeation 







IS DESIRABLE AND 

Whether pho- 


Name of oliject 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody 
or present 

Present state of 


POSSIBLE. 

tograplis, 
plans, or draw- 

Eemarks. 

preservation. 



ings of the 



use. 



buiidiiig 






CIa«s. 

Bemarks. 

exist. 



The Deputy Collector* of Diamond Harbour 
reported in 1875 that “ a copper plate dis- 
covered in a place a little to the north of 
Tartar Deul fixes the date of its erection hy 
Eaja Jayanta Chan’ira in the year 897 of 
the Bengali Saha era, corresponding to A.D. 
975. The bricks are remarkably fine, and 
the cement very adhesive. The copper 
plate was discovered at the clearing of the 
j ungle by the grantee, Durga Pershad Chow- 
dree. The inscription was in Sanskrit, and 
the date, as usual, was given in an enigma 
with the name of the founder.” 


* The copper plate 
or an impression 
of it should he 
sent to the Go- 
vernment Epi- 
graphist. 


! 41 


24-Perg un- 
nahs. 


Diamond 

hour. 


Har- ; A temple 


42 


Ditto 


Mowtoli, inBari- 
pur sub-divi- 
sion. 


A mosque 


A large temple on the Chhutter Bhoji estate, 
Mathurapur, a few miles north of Khari. 
it is said to be of very ancient date. 

This mosque was erected by Raja Pratap 
Aditya, the last king of Sagar Island. 


43 


Ditto 


Paneheful, in Ba- 
ripur sub-di- 
vision. 


A temple 


A temple erected by Raja Pratap Aditya. 
There are no idols in it. 


44 Ditto 

45 Ditto 


Jaynagar, in Ba- Ditto 
ripur sub-divi- 
sion. 

Gopalpur, in Ditto 
Basirhat sub- 
division. 


A temple erected by the same Eaja, but 
containing no idols. 

A temple erected by the same Eaja for 
Govindeswar. 


46 


Ditto 


klustafapur, in 
Basirhat sub- 
division. 


Navaratna 


A very large temple (Navaratna) erected by 
the same. At jirescnt there is no idol in 
it. 


ii^- 1 

nb 


In eood preserva- 
tion. 

In a fair state of 
repair. 


Exlporati o n 
neces s a r y 
before any 
opinion as to 
their fitness 
for preserva- 
tion or re- 
pair can be 
given. 


iib 

iii 

iii 

iiS 




&c 

o 




c3 


o 


47 


Ditto 


Tshanpur, in Sat- 
kliiia sub-divi- 
sion. 


Eaiadwari 


Some portions of the walls of what once was a 
large building with 12 entrance gates {/lara- 
dmrayi). It was erected by Eaja Pratap 
Aditya, the last king of Sagar Island. 


iii 


I 


48 


Ditto 


I 

1 

I 


Ditto 


llahsliikhana 


A hahhhU.hnna, or jail erected by the same 
Eaja, 


J 


This appears to be 
a mistaken iden- 
tification. 
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District. 

Locality, 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody 

Pr* sent state of 

Whether eestoeation 

IS DESIEABLE AND 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 

OJ 

£ 

use. 

pieservutioa. 

Class. 

Remarks. 

iiigs of tbe 
building 
exist. 

■ 49 

1 

24-Pe r g u n- 
nahs. 

Tshanpur, in Sat- 
kliira sub-divi- 
sion. 

IVrosque 

A mosque erected by tbe same Eaja; it is not 
known for what purpose. It is curious that 
a mosque should have been built by a Hindu 
King. 


1 In a very ruined 
state. 

1 


No 

50 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Bara Omrar 
(ior. 

The Bam Omrar Gor, or the tomb of 12 
sepoys. After the Raja of Sagar was 
dethroned, these 12 sepoys, who were his 
favourite servants, fought among themselves 
and were killed. Their dead bodies were 
afterwards collected by the Raja and buried 
in this tomb. 



ii5 


No 

51 

Ditto 

Paratnananda Ka- 
ti; Satkhira. 

A temple 

It was erected by Eaja Pratap Aditya for 
Thakur Govindji. 



lib 




Gemabes. 



5^2 i DIVISIOIN-. 


.. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local liistory or tr.Klition regarding it. 

Cu<todv or 

Present stntc of 

WHEThKR ETSTOHATIOlf 

IS DKSia^BI.E AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tograpiis, 
plans, or draw- 

Kemabks. 

u 

2 


piesent use. 

presen’ati'Ji. 

Clnss. 

Pemarks. 

ings of the 
bull ling 
exist. 

1 

1 

Bogra 

j 

Near Jeypur ... 

BMmspanti 

pillar. 

This is a curiosity rather thau a work of 
artistic or architectural merit. 



iii. 

No 

No 

Needs examina- 
tion. 

2 

Do. 

SherpuT ' 

Dargas or 
sliriiies of 
Turkun b ha- 
kid. 

These shrines are highly revered. Turkim 
Shahid was a Gha^i slain in battle by the 
Hindu King Ballad Sen. 



nh. 

No 

No 


3 

Do. 



Temple of 

Bhuwani Tha- 
kuraiii. 

Was built by Eani Bhawani of Nattur 



iii. 

No 

No 

Exploration 

needed. 

4 

Do. 

« • • t • • 

Mah a sthan 
Gai'h. 

This is the name of a place famous in the 
earliest Hindu traditions of this part of India 
and also of interest in later times as having 
a Muhammadan shrine of great sanctity. It 
consists of a great mound of earth inter- 
mixed with old bricks. This is the Hindu 
Mahnsthan. Branching nut from it north 
and west are two great ramparts, which are 
continued so as to form a quadrangular en- 
closure, the later Muhammadan fort or garb. 



iirt. 

Yes 

No 

Exploration 
needed, also 

photographs. 


Diiiiijpur .. 



The Pal Kings, Buddhists, lived on the 
borders of Bogra and Dinajpur, aud it is 
impossible to consider the antiquities of 
Dinajpur in that direction apart from 
those of Bogra. After the Pal Kings came 
the Sens, to whom are attributed the build- 
ings whence came the large quantities 
of carved stones found in all parts of 
Dinajpur, Bogra and Maldah. 







5 

' Ditto 


The hrick re- 
mains of the 
palaces of Deb 
Pal, Chandra 
I’al, and others 
of the Pal 
dynasty. 

These remains of the palaces of the Pal 
dyna>ty aie visible at Chondera, Dharail 
and Dmari, and connecttd with them there 
are some curious stone remains at the shriue 
of Jogi Ghopi, corre-ponding wdth others 
preserved near thana Khjdlal, in Bogra. 



ill. 

Conservation 

desirable. 

No 

Exploration very 
desirable. 



Number. 
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Di-trict, 


Loralii’y, 


Name of obje{-t. 


Any local hifitory or tr.idilion regarding 


it. 


Cu^t^dy or 
present use. 


Dinajpi; 


Ditto 


Ditto 


'I'he BuJdal 
pillar. 


Gaiigarampur 


Tlie Giants’ 
tombs. 


'I’he mins of a 
fort or town 
called Dan 
Garh. 


This pillar is mentioned in Asiatic Eesearches, 
volume I. West of it, in Bogra, north 
of Gohurchappa, is a high brick structure 
crowned with the shrine of a Muhammadan 
hermit. This is believed to be the only 
Buddhist temple still to be traced in these 
parts. The remains of the Pal Kings are 
also to be found in the north-east of 
I’anehbibi. 


'Braces of the Buddhist Kings are left in 
the Giants’ tombs, as well as in the tank 
of klahipal Dighi. The tombs are 50 or 60 
feet long, and represent Buddha entering 
into the state of Nirfdiid ; buttliey have been 
appropriated by the Muhammadans, and are 
worshipped as belonging to Muhammadan 
pirs. 

One of them, 57 feet long, at Gopalganj, four 
miles north of Dinajpur, is called ‘ Pir- 
i-chehel Ghazi,’ and there is another a mile 
south of Dinajpur, on the banks of the 
Purnabhaba. 

The antiquities in Gangarampur are very 
numerous. The Ban Garh was the residence 
of the celebrated Baa Rajah, the founder 
of the Ban or Charack pujah. Being 
a Hindu city, the pools of Amrit 
and Jivan still exist there, and the stone 
bull, Vrisha, taken by Dr. Buchanan to 
Dinajpur, points to the worship of 
Siva. It is hence that the numerous carved 
stones, found in all parts of Dinajpur, 
Bogra, and Maidah, aie said to have come. 
Some of the finest specimens (a carved piUar 
aud two doorways besides several pillars 
and doorways) are in the Dinajpur 
Rajbari. There is a beautiful specimen 
of a lintel in a bari close to Tambuli 
thana, and few Muhammadan shrines or 
mosques are without some of them. They 
may be divided into two classes, a kind of 


Present stnte of 
jtresen'ation. 


Whether restoration 
IS desirable and 
POSSIBLE. 


Cla<s. 


Remaj ks. 


Whether pho- 
tojraphs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exst. 


Remarks. 


This pillar is still 
standing. 


la 


Conservation 

desirable. 


ii«. I No 


Rough 

drawings 

exist. 


Exploration very 
desirable. 


Tiie chief ruins I ii"- I Very desirable 
are atthepresent 
day buried in 
almost impene- 
trable jungle. 


No 


Ditto. 


No 


Exploration need- 
ed. 



Number. 
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RAJSIIAIIYE DIVISION— coJz/'wHecL 


District. 


Loca'ity. 


Name of object. 


Any local bi^tory or tradition regarding it. 


Custody or 
pjeseut use 


10 


11 


12 


Dinajptir ... j Grangarampur 


Ditto 


! Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Devikot 


Ekdala 


Ruins of a 
mosque and of 
a monument of 
a saint called 
Mulla Atta. 


Monument of 
Shah Sultan, 


Two shrines 


ri-e furt 
Ekdala. 


of 


consolidated clay stone carved in detail and 
not damaged hy the weather, and a granite ^ 
carved only into mouldings, &c., on a large 
scale, much weather-worn. 

rhere are numerous inscriptions on the mosque 
and on the tomb, and they are said to date 
from the end of the lldh or the loth century. 
There is a fair held annually here, and the 
tomh (at which a lamp is still kept burning) 
is much frequented as a place of worship. 


This monument is situated among the ruins 
of the town of Ban Garb. 


There are three tanks and the shrines of two 
saints at Devikot, the first Muhamniadan 
capital of Bengal At one of these 
shrines there are four inscriptions, one of 
Kaikaus Sliali, the earliest in Bengal 
These deserve to he preserved. 

This was a Muhammadan fort, where Ghyas- 
uddin Shah and Sikaiidar Shall successively 
defied the power of Feioz Shah, the Delhi 
Emperor, and which Husain Shah after- 
wards turned into his royal residence. It 
is situated on the east hauk of the Chira- 
moti, west of Tambuli. The place is 
covered with jungle ; hut, as there is a shrine, 
it is believed tliere may he iuscriptiocs 
somewhere about. The royal residence, 
prubahly that of Husain *Bhah, tlie Kasaha 
and the Baherbata, or outer enclosure. Lave 
been traced here. A tank runnitignorth and 
south, much older thau the MuhjMumadan 
ones, shows that it occupies an old Hindu 
site, Dhanjor, whence the pergunnah takes 
its name. 


Prespiit state of 
preservation. 


Whether EEaTORAxroN 
IS DESIRABTE ilND 
P.'SSIBLB. 


Class.' 


Remarks. 


Whether pho- 
tographs, 
|plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 


These buildings 
are in a very 
ruinous state. 


Very little either 
of the monu- 
ment or of the 
town remains 
standing at the 
present day. 


nh. , No 


No 


Some fine tanks, 
the remains of 
a brick fort, and 
traces of many 
brick buildings 
still exist. 


111 . 


la. 


Xo 


Very desirable 


111 . 


Too expensive 
to conserve. 


No 


No 


No 


Itl'JIAKKS. 


Copies of inscrip- 
tions should go 
to the Govern- 
ment Epigra- 
phist. Detail 
drawings desira- 
ble. 

Kxamination de- 
sirable. 


Exploration very 
desirable. Copies 
of inscriptions 
should he sent 
to the Govern- 
ment Epigra- 
phist. 

Explorationneeded. 
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z. 

5 

x; 

Distiic-fc. 

Locality. 

1 

Xame of object. 

Any lociil history or traditiuii regarding it. 

Custody 
pn-seiit Us 

1 

r Pr.'.scnt state of 

2. pre'crvalion. 


'■ Whether restorvtion 

1 IS DESIIUBLE AND 

1 POSSIBLE. 


Wlietlirr pho 
tographs, 
■plans, or drav 
ings of tlic 
building 
exist. 

'■ ItEJIiRKS. 

! j 

Class. Remarks. 

13 

Dinajpur ... 

Hemtabad 

The tomb of a 

The mosque, situated close to the tomb, is a 

) 

The tomb of the 


:yos 

Rough 

Exploration need- 




Dir, or saint. 

fine one with two inscriptions still standing, 

j 

Pir is very 



drawings 

ed. 




called Daz'ir- 

and there are a number of Hindu carved 

i 

much neglected. 


i 1 

exist 





ruildin, and 

pillars and stones about. The neighbour- 


The mosque is 


1 1 






other ruins. 

hood IS full of brickwork, and it has been ' 

1 in a state of 


1 


' 





ascertained that these remains are those of ' 

! verv irood rre- 




• 1 





the ancient Hindu city of Mahasu, whence | 

servatiou. 


i ! 


I i 





the Pergunnah takes its name. There is a i 



1 


1 1 





mound near, called Takht-i-Husaiu Shah, ^ 



1 


i ; 





which appears to be the remains of a Bud- ' 





! 1 





didst stupa. There are several other mounds 


1 

i 


1 i 





which have not yet been explored. The 


' 

i 


j j 





lluhammadans certainly used portions of i 


1 



' 





Hindu buddings to budd their own mosques, ! 










and excavation might throw light on the ^ 



i 







legends of Mahos Rajah, preserved by j 


1 

1 







Dr. Buchanan. ; 

t 



1 



14 

Ditto 

Goraghiit 

Remains of a 

The remains of a very large frontier post 



iii. 

! No 

Xo 

Ditto. 




post and tomb. 

and the tomb of I smail Ghazi, a leader , 



1 







of the time of Barbak Shah. 


1 

i 

1 



15 

Ditto 

Atrai 

Shrines 

There are several tombs and shrines on the 



1 .. 

511 . 

1 

'Xo 

Xo 

Ditto, 





Atra. The most noteworthy is that called 



1 1 

1 

and inscriptions 





Mahi Santosh, with two inscriptions of 



j 

i 

should be sent to 





Barbak ohah. 




1 

1 

the Government 

16 

Ditto 

Gopal^ani 

A mosque 

This is very ancient, and has on it an in- 

1 

i 


ii« 

Yes 

1 

N’o 

Epigraphist. 

Ditto. 





scription of Barbak Shah, A.D. 1365. It 





i 






is well worthy of preservation. 




. 

i 

> 



17 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Temple of 

The brickwork is curious, each brick being 


This temple is 

iii. 

Xo 

Rough 

Some of the br'.cks 




Gopal. j 

moulded or oriiameuted with some device. 


now surrounded 


1 

drawl [igs 

might be remov- 




i 

This fact has induced visitors to loosen and 


by jungle, and 



exist. 

ed to the mu- 





remove such port of the brickwork as they 


is fast falling 




seum to save 





found to he accessible, and the decay of 


into decay. The 




them fiom 





the building has thus been consnierably 


earthquakes of 




destruction, and 





hastened. It was built by Raja Ramuath, 


1885 have near- 




patterns of the 





of Dinajpur, about the year 1712A.D. 


ly destroyed the 


1 


more important 







upper portion. 


j 


cues ought to be 











secured. 

18 

Ditto 


Hindu temple 

This temple is situated among the ruins of a 


It is said that tho 

lb. 

No ., 1 

Yes, 

5 




of Xuntana- 

fort. It was built about the year 1710 


temple was last 



in Pergu- 





gar. 

A.D., and contains an image of Kanfa or 


put into tho- 



sou’s 






'Vishnu, a Hindu deity, brought, it is said, 


rough repair 



Wor k. 






from Delhi. 


belween the 



%ol. III. 




Xiimi)C‘r. 
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RAJSHAHYE 


District. 


Locality. 


NavoG of obje< t. 


Any local or tradition legarcUugit. 


I 19 Diiiajjmr 


Goviiidanagar or Temple of Oo- 
Thakurgrama. vind ^Vistnu). 


20 Pitto 


'fajpur 


... i k^ort 


No inscriptions have been discovered at this 
place, though there are brick and stone 


remaius. 


21 ^ Ditto 


i'lear Birampur . . 


22 Ditto 


23 Jalpaiguri. 


The remains of 
an old town. 


These remains were excavated to get bricks 
for the Northern Bengal State Eailway. A 
fort, with a brick rampart, called Garb 
Pigulai, must have been a place uf some 
strength. Perhaps this, and the earthen forts 
near the Jamuna, may have had something to 
do with the Kakshal revolt in Akbar’s time. 


Yirat Pat and Bricks have been excavated for the railway 
Kichak Gaih. at these places on the Parutaya. Both 
were evidently extensive torvus. 


Jalpesh in May- 
niigari, West- 
ern Duars. 


The temple of 
Siva. 


Tills is the most conspicuous laiiii in the 
district It is a remarkably large building 
constructed of very durable bricks. The 
temple is on a mound surrounded by a 
moat, and is near the bank of the river 
Jhardan. The floor of the basement is sunk 
some depth in the mound, and a flight of 
steps leads down to it, while above rises 
a large squ.aro building surmounted by a 
dome, round the base and top of which 


— continued. 



\ \ 

\ 

1 

i 

i 

iii. 

i 

No 

No 

Exploration 

needed. 

The red brick ii/i. 
apparently was 
covered over 

with cement 

liglitly, and 

w'ell decorated. 

This has almost ' 
entirely w'orn ^ 
off, leaving the 
building a mas- j 

Yes 

Rough 

drawings 

exist. 

Drawings very 
desii able. 

1 

1 



Number. 


RAJSHAHYE DIVISION—- 


District. 


Docality. 


Name of object. 


Any loc.il history or tradition regarding it. 


run galleries. The height from basement 
floor to top of dome is about 92 feet ; the 
lower story is 78 feet square, and the upper 
stories are 38 and 36 feet square respectively. 
The dome is 34 feet outer and 26 feet inner 
j diameter, and 17 feet in height. 

'I'he object of worship in this temple is a 
“ Siva Liinga,” which is fixed in a hole in 
the floor of the underground basement, | 
and has no “ Grauripat.” The depth of j 
the floor below the surface causes it to ! 
be at all times more or less covered with 
water, and it is customary to bale this out i 
before the idol is worshipped. j 

The earliest tradition of this Siva is that it i 
was placed where it now stands, or some- ; 
where in the vicinity by a Eing of Assam, \ 
named Jalpeswar. After a lapse of time it ; 
appears to have been overlooked, or its exis- 
tence forgotten, and the following is the . 
legend connected with it’s re-discovery and 
the erection of the Jalpesh temple. ! 

Some 280 years ago, Pran Narayan, Raja of 
Kuch Bihar, dreamt that Siva appeared 
to him and said that he was at Gortali, 
and would be found it effective search | 
were made. Inspired by this dream, Pran 
Narayan left his usual place of residence ' 
and, accompanied by an army and many ■ 
attendants, went and commenced the , 
search, starting at Gortali. After a long j 
search, and with the aid of a cow which, j 
it was found, used every day to go to J 
the neighbouring jungle and drop its milk, ! 
the Raja succeeded in tracing the Siva Linga, i 
on which he ordered the erection of a temple i 
over the spot. The present temple was then | 
commenced The Raja and his son having ! 
died, the temple was finally completed by ■ 
his grandson, Mohendra Narayan. j 


24 Jalpaiguri. 


Purbadeber, Temple of Siva This is a smaller red brick temple about a ! 
about one and a mile and a half east of Jalpesh, and ascribed [ 

half miles east to the Raja wlio built Jalpesh. The main | 

of Jalpesh. entrance to this building is of massive stone ; 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any Incal history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present nse. 

Present state of 
preservation. 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE AND 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 

Kemabes, 

1 o 

-a 

1 B 
s 





Class. 

Ecmarks. 

building 

exist. 


\ 25 

[ 

i 

Jalpaiguri... 

Mynagari 

The ruins of 
an old stone 
temple of Siva. 

These are situated about a mile south of 
Mynagari, and about two miles from Jalpesh, 
but nothing further is known about them. 



iii. 

No 

No 

Details desirable. 

i 26 

1 

j 

[ 

1 

Ditto 

Ditto 

The ruins of a 
stone temple 
said to be of 
Sad ockhoy 
Siva. 

These are to the north of Mynagari. To 
the west of the river is a large stone water- 
vessel, also a large bathing stone, and the 
traces of a number of dry tanks, said to be 
18 in number. 

There is no known tradition as to when or by 
whom the temple was built. 


■ • • • 

iii. 

No 

No 

Ditto. 

27 

1 

Ditto 

Ditto 

The ruins of a 
stone and brick 
temple of Pet- 
kati Devi. 

This is situated a little north of Mynagari. 
The idol, which stands there still, Pad ten 
hands ; of these, three hands, also the stomach 
and nose, have been cut off, hence the idol 
is known as the Petkati Thakurani. Tra- 
dition says that this idol was originally called 
Bhadreswari, but that, being mutilated by 
Kalapahar, it got the name of Petkati Uevi. 
It is not know'n who erected the temple. 



iii. 


No 

Ditto. 

1 

1 

28 

j 

i 

1 

! 

1 

! 

j 

i 

Ditto 

! 

1 

t 

Bhitargarh, per- 
gunnah Baikan- 
thapur. 

1 

i 

1 

] 

I 

The remains of 
three Old 

Garhs. 
GarhNo. 1. 

The largest one is that of Bhitargarh in the 
Baikanthapur pergunnah. This must have 
been a very large and strong fortification in 
old days, being no less than 4J miles in 
length by 2 or 2 5 in breadth. The fort 
is surrounded by several moats, there being on 
one side no less than six, and there is in it 
a large tank with the remains of ten ghats, 
at each of which traces of red bricks are seen, 
liittle is known of the origin of this garh, 
but it is generally believed to have been built 
by one Pritbi Raja, of a dynasty long prior to 
the Kuch Bihar one. The tank is called 
‘ Prithi-sul Dighi,’ and it is said that the 
Raja of that name jumped into it and was 
drowned to avoid being touched by the 
Kichabs, who had then invaded his country. 
The water of this tank is wonderfully pure 
and clear, and free from weeds ; it is but 
little used, in consequence of a local supersti- 
tion against drinking it. 

The city is supposed to have consisted of four 
separate enclosures, the innermost being the 
P.aja’s palace. It must have been a place of 


There are no 
visible ruins, but 
the mounds near 
which old bricks 
are to be found 
are probably the 
remains of the 
old buildings. 

iii. 

No 

No 

i 

1 

1 

Exploration neces- 
sary. 

1 
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H'liine of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Present state of 

Whether restoration 

IS DESIRABLE A>D 

POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 


c 

c 


Locality. 

preservation. 

Class. 

Bemarks. 

ings of tiie 
huil'Uiig 
exist. 

BEMAnKS, 





great strength, in spite of Its large size. 

3 he Talma Nadi, on the west, was utilised 
to fill one of the moats. 







29 

Jalpaiguri... 

Boda 

Garb No. 2 ... 

The next garh In size is that in Boda, called 
the 'lhakurani Bhitargarh. This is an 
enclosure about a mile square, surrounded 
by veiy wide triple moats. It is 
supposed to be co-eval with the larger 
Bhitargarh. 



iii. 

No 

No 

Exploration neces 
sary. 

30 

Ditto 

Jalpaiguri 

Garli No. 3 ... 

The smallest garh is that of Baikanthapur, at 
Jalpaiguri, on the river Kalla known as the 
Bajbari. This has for some time been the 
residence of the Kaikuts of Baikantha- 
pur. It is surrounded on three sides by 
double moats, and on the fourth the Kalla 
river flows by. It is not supposed to 
date much further back than 170 years. 
There are the ruins of a fine brick build- 
ing here, but as it is said to have been 
built by the grandfather of the present 
Baikut, it can be of no great age. 


■ 

1 

! 

1 

j 

i 

j 

iii. 

No 

No 

1 itto. 

31 

Eajslialijo .. 

Baga 

ilosque 

Built about the year 1583A.D., but by whom 
is doubtful. 


The mosque is 
kept in repair 
by the Khond- 
kars of the 
mosque, from 
the proceeds of 
lands given 

by the King of 
Delhi. 

iii. 

Yes, fi'om its 
funds. 

No 

Exploration and 
drawings desir- 
able. 

32 

Ditto 

Kusumba, near 
Nurulabad. 

An old mas j id 

It is said to be 300 years old, built by Sabar 
Khan, by birth a Brahmin, who became a 
Mubainmadan. The tradition is that he was a 
zemindar, and when kej>t a prisoner at Mur- 
sLidabad for some reason, he attracted the 
notice of the Beg.'im by his singing. She 
intei ceded for him with the Navvab, who 
released the man and sent the Begam away 
with him, first allowing them to take away as 
much as they could help themselves to, from 
the Toshakhana in the space of one jn’uhar, 
and with this the mas j id was built. 


The place is in a 
very ruinous 

state. 

iii. 

No 

No 

Ditto. 
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District. 

Locality. 

Name of object. 

Any local history or tradition regarding it. 

Custody or 
present use. 

Fr< sent state of 

Whether rfstobation 

IS desirable and 
POSSIBLE. 

Whether pho- 
tographs, 
plans, or draw- 
ings of the 
building 
exist. 

Eemabks. 

o 

rQ 

s 

3 

preservation. 

Chiss 

It emsirbs. 

33 

Rangpur ... 

Pirganj Btation 

Hathihandha 

Masjid 

) 







34 

35 

■Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Kata Dowar, per- 
gunnah Khas 
Taluk. 

Taeka Kowjei, 
or shrine. 
Masjid 

1 These are said to have been erected some 
[ 500 years ago by Shah Ismail. 


No steps have 
hitherto been 

taken to repair 
them. 

iiJ. 

Conservation 

desirable. 

No 

Exploration need- 
ed. 

38 

Ditto 

Kasha Rangpur 

Asthana 

This building is said to have been built some 
400 years ago by one Shah Jalal Bakbari. 

Kuch Bihar State. 




No 

No 

Ditto. 

37 

Kuch Bihar 

Near Kuch Bihar 

Stupa 

An ancient and yet imexplored Stupa of 
great antiquity. 



ib. 

Yes 

No 

Probably the most 
ancient and im- 
portant monu- 
ment in the dis- 
trict 



l! 0 g. Nos 14602 and IJ 69 J.-300 + 50-12.2-8f. 
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